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The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Confirmed Minutes of Meeting 12 of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust, the second Annual General Meeting, held in the Board Room, Āwhina House, Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind, 4 Maunsell Road, Parnell, on Tuesday 18 September 2012, commencing at 3:10pm

1  Welcome, attendees, apologies

Chairman Maria Stevens welcomed everyone to the second Annual General Meeting of the Trust. She invited each trustee to introduce themselves, explaining their backgrounds and who they represented. She then invited observers to introduce themselves and the organisations they are from.

	Name
	Appointed by
	Term Expires

	Trustees
	
	

	Jenny McFadden
	BLENNZ
	2014

	Rose Radford
	PVI
	2015

	Janet Reynolds, Treasurer
	RNZFB
	2015

	Marion Satherley
	The Seven
	2014

	Mary Schnackenberg, Secretary
	The Seven
	2014

	Raeleen Smith
	The Seven
	2012

	Maria Stevens, Chairperson
	Ngāti Kāpō
	2013

	Paula Waby
	ABC NZ
	2015

	Lisette Wesseling (by phone)
	RNZFB
	2013


	Name
	Organisation

	Observers
	

	Martine Abel-Williamson
	Auckland Council

	Paul Brown
	Auckland Council

	Dr Greg Morgan
	Auckland Libraries

	John Lambert
	AUT University

	Jane Wells
	Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ

	Clive Lansink
	Blind Citizens NZ

	Rose Wilkinson
	Blind Citizens NZ

	Vincent Naidu
	Conselium

	Barry Burgess
	Pacific Vision

	Thomas Bryan
	Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind

	Rick Hoskin
	Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind

	Kathryn Johns
	Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind

	Neil Jarvis
	Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind

	Peter Swanson
	Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind

	Alison Tunley
	Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind

	Brian Stanney
	university of Auckland

	Maurice Sloane
	Vision Associates HumanWare


	Name
	Organisation

	Apologies
	

	Genevieve McLachlan
	Adaptive Technology Solutions

	Allison Dobbie
	Auckland Libraries

	Stewart Dunn
	Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ

	Karen Stobbs
	Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ

	Julia Budd
	Massey University

	Carin Sundstedt
	Ministry of Education

	Chrissie Cowan
	Ngāti Kāpō o Aotearoa

	Pam MacNeill
	Pam MacNeill Consulting

	Paul Manning
	Parents of Vision Impaired

	Teresa Bradfield
	Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind

	Sandra Budd
	Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind

	Steve Bellamy
	The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust

	Wendy Richards
	The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust

	Latoa Halatau
	Vision Pacific

	Tewai Halatau
	Vision Pacific


2  In memoriam

Members stood in silence to honour those who have passed away in the last 12 months.

3  Minutes

3.1  Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting 7, the first Annual General Meeting, held on 13 September 2011.

!

It was resolved:

That the Minutes of Meeting 7, the first Annual General Meeting of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust held on Tuesday 13 September 2011 be confirmed.

Moved: Jenny McFadden. Seconded: Marion Satherley. (Res. 12-1).

3.2  Matters arising from Minutes not listed elsewhere in the Agenda

No matters were raised.

4  Chairperson's annual report

!

Chairperson Maria Stevens read her Annual Report. It is provided as Attachment A to these Minutes.

It was resolved:

That the Chairperson's Annual Report of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust for the year ending 30 June 2012 be adopted.

Moved: Maria Stevens. Seconded: Mary Schnackenberg. (Res. 12-2).

5  Treasurer's financial report

!

Janet Reynolds presented the Treasurer's Annual Report and Financial Statements, provided as Attachment B to these Minutes. She also read the review letter provided by Alison Tunley, the RNZFB Finance Manager.

It was resolved:

That the Treasurer's Annual Report and Financial Statements of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust for the year ending 30 June 2012 be adopted.

Moved: Janet Reynolds. Seconded: Mary Schnackenberg. (Res. 12-3).

6  Election of officers

Maria invited Jenny McFadden to take the chair for the election of officers which she did at 3:38pm.

Nominations were called for the position of Chairperson. Maria Stevens was nominated by Mary Schnackenberg, seconded by Marion Satherley. As there were no further nominations, Maria was declared elected.

Nominations were called for the position of Treasurer. Janet Reynolds was nominated by Marion Satherley, seconded by Maria Stevens. As there were no further nominations, Janet was declared elected.

Nominations were called for the position of Secretary. Mary Schnackenberg was nominated by Maria Stevens, seconded by Jenny McFadden. As there were no further nominations, Mary was declared elected.

Maria resumed the chair at 3:46pm.

7  New business

A question was asked about the 2011 braille competition. Lisette explained how the competition was organised. Speeches where the students had to demonstrate the use of either hardcopy braille or electronic braille displays were videoed. The videos were sent to the judges who were drawn from BLENNZ and BANZAT. An Apple iPod was awarded to each of two students who made the best presentations. Some 12 students participated.

8  Closure

There being no further questions, the meeting closed at 3:50pm.

NOTE: These Minutes were confirmed at Meeting 17 held on 17 September 2013.

Chairperson Maria Stevens
Date
Attachment A: Chairman's Report

The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Annual Report

year ending 30 June 2012

Introduction

BANZAT has, over the last two years had ten Meetings, with eight taking place at the Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind (RNZFB) and two in the new facilities at the Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ (BLENNZ).

BANZAT's purpose is to set standards and to make rulings on braille code usage within New Zealand, maintain awareness and consistency with current international developments in all braille codes, accredit practitioners involved in braille production, promote braille as the prime literacy medium for blind people and promote best practice in teaching, acquisition and distribution of braille.

In its second year of work the Trust has been funded by a grant from the Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind. We thank the Foundation most sincerely for their ongoing support. BANZAT also wishes to thank the International Council on English Braille, (ICEB) and the Association of Blind Citizens of New Zealand (ABC NZ) for their grants given which assisted New Zealand to send a delegation to attend the Fifth General Assembly of ICEB in South Africa in May this year.

On Thursday 5th July 2012 the BANZAT website went live. This, to me, marks the coming out of BANZAT in its own right. It was really exciting to be involved with the content which went on the website. I wish to thank Clive Lansink and Mary Schnackenberg who worked tirelessly behind the scenes to ensure the content was informative and up to date and that the website was accessible and visually appealing. To find out more about who we are and what we do please visit http://wwww.banzat.org.nz.

The BANZAT Issues and Projects List is one way of keeping track of what work has been done and what work there is still to do. This list is arranged under the eight headings of Codes and Formats, Production, Teaching, Accreditation, Promotion, International, General and Resolved or Archived. There are 33 issues and projects listed and 7 have been resolved or archived.

The nzbrl@yahoogroups.com list is active and people continue to share items of interest relating to braille, both nationally and internationally.

BANZAT is working on a policy to recognise people who have made a significant contribution to braille in New Zealand and overseas. Once the policy has been finalised then there will be a call for nominations to the Hall of Honour and this information will be placed up on the BANZAT website http://wwww.banzat.org.nz.

Braille Competition

It is planned to hold another braille competition in 2013, where BLENNZ and the RNZFB will work together to find a suitable author to take a workshop for children on either a review or writing about a book they have read. The challenge is to find prizes that will encourage and entice children to enter the competition.

Trans-Tasman Braille Proficiency examination

Since 2008 New Zealand and Australia have worked together on this examination. The exam is set alternately between Australia and New Zealand; the setter and marker for New Zealand work at Accessible Format Production RNZFB.

Results of candidates 2011

21 Candidates sat the exam:

Passed with High Distinction 4

Passed with Distinction 2

Passed with Credit 7

Passed 6

Not Passed 2

It was agreed at the ABA AGM in May that New Zealand would prepare the 2012 Trans-Tasman Braille Proficiency examination and this piece of work has nearly been completed and will be shared with Australia shortly.

Distance braille teaching

The Distance Braille Course run by Marion Satherley, based at BLENNZ has 35 students.

Course participants fall into the following categories:

7 teachers

20 teacher aides

5 parents

1 grandparent

2 Resource Producers

It is great to see that as well as educators, family members are also getting involved with braille.

International

2012 has been a busy year for braille around the world, with the Round Table conference held in April, and the International Council on English Braille (ICEB) Conference held in South Africa in May. Also the increasing variety of braille displays available to braille users is really exciting.

On Saturday 28th April 2012 I was privileged to be able to attend the Australian Braille Authority Annual General Meeting which was held in Perth, where the different states gave an update on braille happenings. I also presented a report outlining BANZAT news. You can find my full report on the BANZAT website at http://wwww.banzat.org.nz.

From Sunday April 29th 2012 through till Tuesday 1st May 2012 I was fortunate to be able to attend the Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities Inc. 2012 National Conference Universal Access: Are We There Yet?

Josie Howse and I presented a joint paper titled: The Trans-Tasman UEB proficiency experience 4 years on. This paper can also be viewed on our website http://wwww.banzat.org.nz.

Janet Reynolds, Paula Waby and myself were privileged to be able to attend the Fifth General Assembly of the International Council on English Braille held in South Africa from Sunday 6th May 2012 through till Friday 11th May 2012. The hospitality and support which were extended to us was quite humbling and saying thank you just didn't seem enough.

New Zealand can also be very proud of our Mary Schnackenberg who was the President of ICEB and whose skills as Chair kept the whole week running smoothly enabling all matters, papers and resolutions to be dealt with efficiently.

I am privileged and a little nervous to be elected as the New Zealand delegate on the ICEB Executive, though am comforted in the knowledge that Mary Schnackenberg is also on the Executive as Past President, so I am sure I will be seeking advice and guidance from Mary in the future.

Proceedings from the International Council on English Braille 2012 General Assembly can also be found on our website http://wwww.banzat.org.nz.

Parents of Vision Impaired PVI

BANZAT was pleased to welcome Rose Radford, representative from Parents of Vision Impaired PVI who replaced Gaynor Edgar in this role. Rose writes:

â€œDuring the last three months I have noticed many PVI members sharing news and encouraging each other on their dedicated Facebook page. This method could easily be used if and when information is needed to be passed on to parents.â€�

Blind and Low Vision Education network New Zealand BLENNZ

On the 17th May, BLENNZ Homai Campus was officially opened by Education Minister Hekia Parata and attended by more than 300 students, staff and guests. The amazing involvement of students from Homai Campus School, James Cook Satellite Class, Kickstart and mainstream school settings, ensured an excellent, and at times emotional ceremony was held. Their haka, singing and individual mihi were wonderful and enjoyed by all present.

The SPEVI conference planning continues and over 70 papers were presented for consideration. This will prove a challenge to the programme planners but will ensure a wide range of sessions will be provided next January. The keynote speakers are Gordon Dutton and Kay Ferrell, both international leaders in their fields. Gordon is a Consultant Paediatric Ophthalmologist who works at the Royal Hospital for Sick Children in Glasgow and Kay is a lecturer, researcher and author and has published extensively on the development and education of infants and young children who are blind or have low vision.

Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind (RNZFB)

RNZFB are revisiting the way in which admin staff around the country produce straightforward braille for their local adult members. A plan is in place to train staff to create Word documents which can be imported seamlessly to a network version of Duxbury.

Braille producers at AFP are embracing the new technology for the production of diagrams in braille. Initial training in the use of the Adobe Illustrator program has taken place and the shift from thermoform to swell paper is moving surprisingly quickly.

One of our braille producers is undertaking training in music braille production. He has been working through the Manual and once trained, will be able to assist our other braille music transcriber.

Conclusion

This report touches on just a few highlights over the last 12 months.

The last year has been a very busy one for BANZAT and I wish to thank each of my hard working and dedicated Committee members for sharing their knowledge and expertise to enable BANZAT to keep evolving and growing in to a group dealing with braille matters now and into the future.

Chair

Maria Stevens

Attachment B: Treasurer's Report

The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Financial Report for the year ending 30 June 2012

I am pleased to present the financial report for the year ending 30 June 2012.

The Trust wishes to thank the Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind (RNZFB) most sincerely for its financial support towards the running costs of the Trust.

Acknowledgement is also due this year to three organisations who made possible the attendance of three New Zealand delegates at the International Council on English Braille (ICEB) General Assembly in May 2012. The Association of Blind Citizens of New Zealand funded the accommodation in South Africa for one delegate and ICEB awarded BANZAT a grant which paid for one of the air fares. RNZFB funded air fares and accommodation for the other two delegates.

In 2011 a braille competition for students was held which was jointly organised by BANZAT and Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ (BLENNZ). Two of the prizes were donated by St Anne's Club for the Blind on Auckland's North Shore. We thank St Anne's Club most sincerely for their donation.

I now present the Statement of Financial Performance and the Statement of Financial Position for the period from 1 July 2011 to 30 June 2012.

These figures are all GST exclusive but the balance of GST received is included as an asset. Invoices received but not yet paid on 30 June are shown as sundry debtors.

The closing equity of $2642.32 is carried forward into the current financial year.

The accounts have been reviewed by Alison Tunley, Finance Manager of the RNZFB, and her review letter follows the financial statements.

Figures from these accounts will then be used to complete the annual return for the Charities Commission.

Janet Reynolds

Treasurer

17 September 2012

The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Statement of Financial Performance

for the year ended 30 June 2012

	
	2012
	2011

	Income
	
	

	Grants
	$11340.00
	$3197.00

	Braille competitions sponsorship
	$446.20
	$0.00

	Total income
	$11786.20
	$3197.00

	Expenses
	
	

	Administration
	$3314.00
	$1627.50

	Conferences
	$30.30
	$0.00

	Membership fees
	$1317.84
	$1226.27

	Travel air fares & taxis
	$4353.76
	$0.00

	Braille competitions prizes
	$446.20
	$0.00

	Miscellaneous
	$25.01
	$0.00

	Total expenses
	$9487.11
	$2853.77

	Final surplus/deficit
	$2299.09
	$343.23


The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Statement of Financial Position

as at 30 June 2012

	
	2012
	2011

	Opening equity brought forward
	$343.23
	$0.00

	Surplus
	$2299.09
	$343.23

	Closing equity
	$2642.32
	$343.23

	Assets
	
	

	Society cheque account
	$3224.64
	$2670.30

	GST receivable
	$132.23
	$0.00

	Total assets
	$3356.87
	$2670.30

	Less Liabilities
	
	

	Sundry creditors
	$714.55
	$2327.07

	Total liabilities
	$714.55
	$2327.07

	Net assets
	$2642.32
	$343.23


The Trustees

Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

36 Glennandrew Drive

Half Moon Bay

Manukau 2012

17 September 2012

Dear Trustees

I have reviewed the accounts of BANZAT for the year ended 30 June 2012 as presented to me. I have found them to be materially correct in content and presentation, and have not identified any issues with the financial statements.

Please note that my review does not constitute an audit.

Yours sincerely

Alison Tunley, CA

Finance Manager, RNZFB


