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The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Confirmed Minutes of Meeting 17 of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust, the third Annual General Meeting, held in the Board Room, Āwhina House, Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind, 4 Maunsell Road, Parnell, on Tuesday 17 September 2013, commencing at 3:07pm

1  Welcome, attendees

Chairman Maria Stevens welcomed everyone to the third Annual General Meeting of the Trust. Maria went through the evacuation procedures. She invited each trustee to introduce themselves, explaining their backgrounds and who had appointed them. She then invited observers to introduce themselves. She also called for apologies which were accepted by agreement.

	Name
	Appointed by
	Term Expires

	Trustees
	
	

	Jenny McFadden
	BLENNZ
	2014

	Janet Reynolds, Treasurer
	RNZFB
	2015

	Marion Satherley
	The Seven
	2014

	Mary Schnackenberg, Secretary
	The Seven
	2014

	Maria Stevens, Chairperson
	Ngāti Kāpō
	2016

	Paula Waby
	ABC NZ
	2015

	Lisette Wesseling
	RNZFB
	2016


	Name
	Organisation

	Observers
	

	Teresa Bradfield
	RNZ Foundation of the Blind

	Sandra Budd, Chief Executive
	RNZ Foundation of the Blind

	Nicholas Conn
	Son of Stephanie Conn, see Item 8

	Stewart Conn
	Husband of Stephanie Conn, see Item 8

	Paulette Cotter
	RNZ Foundation of the Blind

	Chrissie Cowan, Executive Officer
	Ngāti Kāpō o Aotearoa

	Geraldine Glanville
	Blind Citizens NZ

	Rick Hoskin, Chairman, Board
	RNZ Foundation of the Blind

	Greg Hurn
	RNZ Foundation of the Blind


	Name
	Organisation

	Observers (continued)
	

	Neil Jarvis
	RNZ Foundation of the Blind

	Kathryn Johns
	RNZ Foundation of the Blind

	John Lambert, Disability Services
	AUT University

	Rhonda McIntyre
	Daughter of Terry Small: See Item 8

	Shane McIntyre
	Husband of Rhonda McIntyre

	Jarod and Brieyan McIntyre
	Grandchildren of Terry Small

	Greg Morgan (from 3:16pm)
	Auckland Libraries

	Vincent Naidu
	Vinci Law

	Chris Small
	Son of Terry Small, see Item 8

	Corilee Small
	Granddaughter of Terry Small, see Item 8

	Judy Small (by telephone)
	Daughter of Terry Small, see Item 8

	Lucy Smith, Librarian
	BLENNZ

	Raeleen Smith (by telephone)
	Retired BANZAT trustee

	Karen Stobbs, Acting Principal
	BLENNZ

	Nicholas Wood
	RNZ Foundation of the Blind

	Apologies
	

	Martine Abel-Williamson
	Auckland Council

	Steve Bellamy, BANZAT trustee
	Appointed by BLENNZ

	Paul Brown, BANZAT trustee
	Appointed by The Seven

	Thomas Bryan
	RNZ Foundation of the Blind

	Julia Budd
	Massey University

	Barry Burgess
	Pacific Vision Equipment and Services Ltd

	Merv Cox
	Deafblind (NZ) Incorporated

	Allison Dobbie
	Auckland Libraries

	Diane Glynan
	Association of Teachers of the Vision Impaired

	David Gower
	Braille Signs Ltd

	Latoa Halatau
	Vision Pacific

	Tewai Halatau
	Vision Pacific

	Clive Lansink
	Blind Citizens NZ

	Genevieve McLachlan
	Adaptive Technology Solutions

	Paul Manning
	Parents of vision Impaired (PVI)

	Nigel Ngahiwi
	Ngāti Kāpō o Aotearoa


	Name
	Organisation

	Apologies (continued)
	

	Ivan Pivac
	Zabonne Holdings

	Rose Radford, BANZAT trustee
	Appointed by PVI

	Wendy Richards, BANZAT trustee
	Appointed by The Seven

	Maurice Sloane
	Vision Associates Ltd

	Brian Stanney, Disability Services
	University of Auckland

	Carin Sundstedt
	Ministry of Education

	Peter Swanson
	RNZ Foundation of the Blind

	Alison Tunley
	RNZ Foundation of the Blind

	Rose Wilkinson
	Blind Citizens NZ


2  In memoriam

Members stood in silence to honour those who have passed away in the last 12 months.

Particular mention was made of Aroha Daniels who worked as a transcriber for the Foundation of the Blind for over 25 years. She specialised in braille music and Nemeth code and guided the decision about the braille representation for macrons in Māori.

3  Minutes

3.1  Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting 12, the second Annual General Meeting, held on 18 September 2012.

It was resolved:

That the Minutes of Meeting 12, the second Annual General Meeting of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust held on Tuesday 18 September 2012 be confirmed.

Moved: Jenny McFadden. Seconded: Marion Satherley. (Res. 17-1).

3.2  Matters arising from Minutes not listed elsewhere in the Agenda

No matters were raised.

4  Chairperson's annual report

Chairperson Maria Stevens read her Annual Report. It is provided as Attachment A to these Minutes.

It was resolved:

That the Chairperson's Annual Report of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust for the year ending 30 June 2013 be adopted.

Moved: Maria Stevens. Seconded: Marion Satherley. (Res. 17-2).

5  Treasurer's financial report

Janet Reynolds presented the Treasurer's Annual Report and Financial Statements, provided as Attachment B to these Minutes. She also read the review letter provided by Alison Tunley, the RNZFB Finance Manager.

It was resolved:

That the Treasurer's Annual Report and Financial Statements of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust for the year ending 30 June 2013 be adopted.

Moved: Janet Reynolds. Seconded: Maria Stevens. (Res. 17-3).

6  Election of officers

Chairman Maria stood down from the Chair and invited Trustee Jenny McFadden to conduct the elections.

Chairman

Nominations were called for the position of Chairperson. Maria Stevens was nominated by Mary Schnackenberg, seconded by Marion Satherley. As there were no further nominations, Maria was declared elected.

Treasurer

Nominations were called for the position of Treasurer. Janet Reynolds was nominated by Maria Stevens, seconded by Jenny McFadden. As there were no further nominations, Janet was declared elected.

Secretary

Nominations were called for the position of Secretary. Mary Schnackenberg was nominated by Lisette Wesseling, seconded by Janet Reynolds. As there were no further nominations, Mary was declared elected.

Resumption of Chair

Maria resumed the chair at 3:36pm.

7  Cheque signatories

Three signatories for the ASB Bank accounts are required, two of whom must approve each payment. Currently the signatories are: Janet Reynolds, Steve Bellamy and Mary Schnackenberg. Janet Reynolds advised trustees that the current arrangements are working well and that all signatories are available to continue.

It was resolved:

That the cheque signatories for BANZAT bank accounts for the 2013-2014 year be Janet Reynolds, Steve Bellamy and Mary Schnackenberg.

Moved: Maria Stevens. Seconded: Jenny McFadden. (Res. 17-4).

8  The Hall of Honour

Chairman Maria Stevens introduced the Hall of Honour to the meeting.

“Today we are proud to announce the first three inductees into the Hall of Honour that the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust has established. But before we announce their names, why did we set up this Hall of Honour?

“The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT) exists ‘to set standards for the production of braille and to promote the uses, teaching, production, acquisition and distribution of braille to blind and vision impaired people in New Zealand’.

“New Zealand is a small country with a population of approximately four million people. Braille readers enjoy a high standard of braille produced locally for educational, leisure and employment use. Therefore it is only fitting to find a way of recognising the contribution individuals have made to braille, past and present.

“A number of individuals have worked tirelessly giving their support, passion and lifelong dedication to braille in New Zealand. Recalling and honouring their contributions can help us learn from history, and allow us to grow, promote and develop braille into the future.

“To pay tribute to these individuals BANZAT has great pleasure in establishing a hall of honour. Inductees shall be listed on the BANZAT website or in any other place trustees may determine from time to time.

“It is now my pleasure to announce the names of our first inductees. I will take them in alphabetical order.

Stephanie Conn;

Dorothy Silvester;

Terry Small.”

Maria Stevens then read the citation for Stephanie Conn. Janet Reynolds read the citation for Dorothy Silvester. Mary Schnackenberg read the citation for Terry Small. Citations for each inductee can be found on the BANZAT website at www.banzat.org.nz.

9  New business

No matters were raised.

10  Closure

The meeting closed at 3:53pm.

NOTE: These Minutes were confirmed at Meeting 22, the fourth annual general meeting of BANZAT, held on Tuesday 9 September 2014.

Chairperson Maria Stevens
Date
Attachment A: Chairman's Report

The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Annual Report

Year ending 30 June 2013

Introduction

BANZAT's purpose is to set standards and to make rulings on braille code usage within New Zealand, maintain awareness and consistency with current international developments in all braille codes, accredit practitioners involved in braille production, promote braille as the prime literacy medium for blind people and promote best practice in teaching, acquisition and distribution of braille.

With BANZAT moving to the close of its third year of operation it is pleasing to note how far and how much work we as a Trust have progressed. Listed below are the Policies developed and finalized:

Policy 1 Observer Attendance at Trust Meetings

Policy 2 Voting by email

Policy 3: Voting at meetings of Australian Braille Authority by BANZAT delegate

Policy 4: Funding of projects by BANZAT

Policy 5: Hall of honour

Policy 6: Trustee appointment process

Retiring trustee Raeleen Smith was a member of the Braille Literacy Panel and The Braille Authority of New Zealand for many years prior to the merger of these two groups in to what we now know as BANZAT. She willingly shared her knowledge and teaching experience about braille and represented New Zealand internationally on braille related committees. BANZAT held an election for her replacement earlier this year and we were pleased to welcome Paul Brown, lifelong braille reader and advocate for braille.

With the finalizing of Policy 5 Hall of Honour, at our upcoming AGM three names will be put forward with citations to start the Hall of Honour on the BANZAT website. This is an exciting initiative and one which will record some of New Zealand’s braille history.

Standards and accreditation

The Unified English Braille Manual New Zealand Edition August 2013 is updated to reflect feedback and comments received from people who have recently worked through the manual.

The BANZAT website is now well established, with links to braille manuals and information about BANZAT activities.

The Hitchhiker's Guide to UEB was developed in 2007 as a quick memory jogger to support teachers, learners and families through the first phase of transition to UEB in New Zealand. Working collaboratively with BLENNZ (Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ) and RNZFB (Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind) staff, this valuable resource is undergoing a further update and will shortly be available in print and braille.

For the 2012 year the Trans-Tasman Braille Proficiency examination was sat by 22 candidates. 12 passed, 10 failed, 2 passed with high distinction, 1 passed with distinction, 3 passed with credit, 6 passed. The Highest score was 100 percent and the lowest score was less than 35 percent. As this examination jointly run by Australia and New Zealand has been run for six years it is hoped that a full review between both countries will take place at the conclusion of this year’s exams.

International Links

New Zealand is represented on the International Council on English Braille (ICEB) committees as listed below:

Executive Committee: Mary Schnackenberg and Maria Stevens

Public Relations Committee: Maria Stevens

UEB Code Maintenance Committee: Maria Stevens

UEB Training and Implementation Materials Committee: Marion Satherley

Braille Technology Committee: Mary Schnackenberg

Music Braille Committee: Moya Michalakis

Certification Committee: Maria Stevens

Signage Committee: Lisette Wesseling

There are also experienced braille users on these lists with observer status and much of the work of ICEB is done via email.

We have been pleased to welcome Ireland as the first non-founding member of ICEB. Their braille authority is investigating the adoption of UEB.

The ICEB Executive has increased the annual membership fee from US $500.00 to $1,000.00. This will take effect in the calendar year beginning 2014. The fee has remained unchanged since ICEB was founded in 1991.

Last November the World Blind Union amended its Constitution to establish the World Braille Council as one of its committees. The President of ICEB, Pete Osborne is the President of the World Braille Council. He is working with the WBU officers to finalise the membership of the Council.

The Transforming Braille project continues to strive towards the creation of a low cost electronic braille display. Operational leadership is in the hands of Perkins International.

The dates have been set for the 2014 meeting of the Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities. They are Saturday 17 May 2014 until Tuesday 20 May 2014 with the annual meeting of the Australian Braille Authority held on Saturday 17 May 2014. Plans are well underway for the ICEB mid-term Executive meeting, commencing on Thursday 22 May 2014 and finishing on Saturday 24 May2014. The venue will be the Auckland Rose Park Hotel, 92-102 Gladstone Road Parnell, opposite the Rose Gardens. New Zealand rarely has the opportunity to host leaders in braille production and teaching and BBANZAT is looking forward to this event.

The ICEB Code Maintenance Committee continues to work on the revised UEB Rulebook. The committee prioritised introducing a new rule to switch in and out of Nemeth Code. This has been truly appreciated by The Braille authority of North America, BANA as it works through the stages of implementation of UEB in the context of Nemeth. An updated Symbols list has been prepared and will be published as an appendix with its own braille volume in the new edition.

When our transcribers are asked to produce something in an unfamiliar language braille code, they look up a book called World Braille Usage. New Zealand has an historic affiliation with this crucial reference book as the first edition was edited by Sir Clutha MacKenzie. He was the chief executive of the Foundation of the Blind in the 1930s. He lost his sight while serving in the First World War. After he left the Foundation he went on to work in developing countries. He produced world Braille Usage under the auspices of UNESCO in 1953. . The third edition of “World Braille Usage” was launched in the United States on Wednesday 19 June 2013. The 142 countries represented in this book are listed in alphabetical order and include 133 languages that have been transcribed into 137 different braille alphabet and punctuation codes. Nepali, Tamil, and Urdu are transcribed in two countries, but each has different braille codes, and there are two codes for Greek.

Braille Activities

BLENNZ Homai Music School held their 10 year celebration concert in September 2012. During the concert, students spoke about the benefits of music school and three ex-students also performed.

Music School resumed in March of this year with a total of 17 students, 13 of whom are braille users. BANZAT trustee and BLENNZ music teacher Wendy Richards is supporting 13 students individually, 11 of whom are braille users, with two of these accessing braille music instruction via SKYPE.

During the May school holidays a Senior Music Course was held which involved 20 students, 11 of whom are braille users. The course also gave the music team an opportunity to work with the braille and provide feedback to AFP re formatting of vocal music. The opportunity for the students to work alongside role models and mentors actively using braille music is incredibly valuable and moves beyond the braille itself and into personal development.

The new BLENNZ Learning Library has just been launched. This new online public space has been developed over the last five years. The site contains learning stories from BLENNZ teachers in which they share their professional practice.

The role for Distance Learners of braille was 46 at the end of June. The new enrolments are 5 teacher aides and 5 Resource Teachers of Vision.

Accessible Format Production (AFP) at RNZFB has had a busy year. School material has included 11 different Mathematics textbooks in braille as well as the usual variety of early readers, handouts and novels. A new liaison group has been set up with BLENNZ to help with the prioritisation of material sent for production.

The number of companies asking RNZFB for advice on how to include braille on their business cards or other promotional material is also on the increase.

Four staff from AFP attended the SPEVI (South Pacific Educators in Vision Impairment) conference in January and gained much from both the presentations and the opportunity to network with BLENNZ staff. Our collage producer showcased the work done by her and her volunteers with collage books and twin vision books.

The Letters from Santa again received funding from New Zealand Post, who agreed to fund up to 50 braille letters and the entire cost of the print letters. This once again demonstrated their commitment to braille/large print.

In May Paula Green, children's poet, visited BLENNZ and ran a workshop for the BLENNZ immersion course participants. Paula worked with 10 students, showing them the building blocks of poetry. The audio content was recorded and made available to other students as a podcast. Paula has judged the content of poems, and BANZAT trustees have checked the braille for accuracy.

The Association of Blind Citizens of New Zealand and the RNZFB ran a very successful course in the production of braille using the Duxbury programme. Five braille users attended a four day course where they learned how to produce different types of documents into well formatted braille.

Accessible Signage Guidelines have now been incorporated into the NZ Building Code Section F8 Signage, and form an "acceptable solution" for compliance.

Parents of Vision Impaired PVI held their AGM and weekend get together in Auckland over the weekend of 27th and 28th October, 2012. I attended this meeting together with PVI's appointee to BANZAT Rose Radford and BANZAT trustee and BLENNZ teacher Marion Satherley, who set up a lovely display of Braille Library books, with information about Braille learning for students and for the distance adult courses.

Conclusion

I wish to acknowledge with appreciation the dedication and hard work of the members of BANZAT. As our braille users move through their educational journey with a wide range of devices to access braille it is pleasing to note that our work will benefit braille users now and in to the future.

Maria Stevens

Chairperson

Attachment B: Treasurer's Report

The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Financial Report for

the year ending 30 June 2013

I am pleased to present the financial report for the year ending 30 June 2013.

The Trust wishes to thank the Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind (RNZFB) most sincerely for its financial support towards the running costs of the Trust.

The Trust would also like to thank Parents of Vision Impaired (PVI) for their donation.

I now present the Statement of Financial Position and the Statement of Financial Performance for the period from 1 July 2012 to 30 June 2013.

These figures are all GST exclusive but the balance of GST received is included as an asset. Invoices received but not yet paid on 30 June are shown as sundry debtors.

The closing equity of $5,125.33 is carried forward into the current financial year.

The accounts are being reviewed by Alison Tunley, Finance Manager of the RNZFB, and her review letter will be presented at the meeting along with any adjustments.

Figures from these accounts will then be used to complete the annual return for the Charities Commission.

Janet Reynolds

Treasurer

September 2013

The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Statement of Financial Position

as at 30 June 2013

	
	2013
	2012

	Previous net equity
	$2642.32
	$343.23

	Plus surplus/deficit
	$2482.91
	$2299.09

	Gives current net equity
	$5125.23
	$2642.32

	Assets
	
	

	Society cheque account
	$5976.28
	$3224.64

	GST receivable
	$167.03
	$132.23

	Total assets
	$6143.31
	$3356.87

	Less Liabilities
	
	

	A I Comms
	$345.00
	$684.25

	Braille Authority of North America
	$673.08
	$0.00

	Janet Reynolds
	$0.00
	$30.30

	Total liabilities
	$1018.08
	$714.55

	Total retained earnings
	$5125.23
	$2642.32


The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Statement of Financial Performance

for the year ending 30 June 2013

	
	2013
	2012

	Income
	
	

	Grants
	$8300.00
	$11340.00

	Donations
	$100.00
	$0.00

	Braille competitions sponsorship
	$0.00
	$446.20

	Total income
	$8400.00
	$11786.20

	Expenses
	
	

	Administration
	$3590.00
	$3314.00

	Website
	$32.00
	$0.00

	Conferences
	$0.00
	$30.30

	Membership fees
	$1314.12
	$1317.84

	Travel air fares & taxis
	$788.05
	$4353.76

	Braille competitions prizes
	$0.00
	$446.20

	Miscellaneous
	$192.92
	$25.01

	Total expenses
	$5917.09
	$9487.11

	Final surplus/deficit
	$2482.91
	$2299.09


Letter from the reviewer

NOTE from the Treasurer: the text of the letter from the reviewer is below. The print letter is signed.

The Trustees

Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

36 Glennandrew Drive

Half Moon Bay

Manukau 2012

9 September 2013

Dear Trustees

I have reviewed the accounts of BANZAT for the year ended 30 June 2013 as presented to me. I have found them to be materially correct in content and presentation, and have not identified any issues with the financial statements.

Please note that my review does not constitute an audit.

Yours sincerely

Alison Tunley, CA

Finance Manager, RNZFB


