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The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Confirmed Minutes of Meeting 19 of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust, held in the Pohutukawa Room, 1st floor Āwhina House, 4 Maunsell Road, Parnell, on Tuesday 18 March 2014, commencing at 12:34pm

1  Welcome, attendees

Chairman Maria Stevens welcomed everyone to the meeting. She explained the emergency procedures for this new meeting room and the location of the toilets.

The resignation of Rose Radford as the appointee of Parents of Vision Impaired was received with regret. PVI is seeking a successor for Rose.

Maria advised that she had invited Nigel Herring to join us at 2:00pm. Nigel is from Pentronics in Sydney. He is working in Accessible Format Production at the Blind Foundation to install the new embosser, the Braille Box from Index in Sweden.

Maria then initiated the roll call.

	Name
	Appointed by
	Term Expires

	Trustees
	
	

	Paul Brown
	The Seven
	2015

	Jenny McFadden (from 12:40pm)
	BLENNZ
	2014

	Janet Reynolds, Treasurer
	RNZFB
	2015

	Wendy Richards
	The Seven
	2014

	Marion Satherley
	The Seven
	2014

	Mary Schnackenberg, Secretary
	The Seven
	2014

	Maria Stevens, Chairperson
	Ngāti Kāpō
	2016

	Vacancy
	PVI
	2015

	Paula Waby
	ABC NZ
	2015

	Lisette Wesseling by phone
	RNZFB
	2016

	Observers
	
	

	Chris Goj
	AFP
	

	Nigel Herring (from 2:04pm to 2:22pm
	Pentronics
	

	Moya Michalakis
	AFP
	

	Nicholas Wood
	AFP
	

	Apologies
	
	

	Steve Bellamy
	BLENNZ
	2016


2  Minutes

2.1  Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting 18 held on 5 November 2013.

Emailed on 8 December 2013.

It was resolved:

That the Minutes of Meeting 18 of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust held on Tuesday 5 November 2013 be confirmed.

Moved: Paul Brown. Seconded: Wendy Richards. (Res. 19-1).

2.2  Matters arising from Minutes not listed elsewhere in the Agenda

No matters were raised.

3  Correspondence

It was resolved:

That inwards correspondence be received and outwards endorsed as listed in the Correspondence Schedule in Attachment A to these Minutes.

Moved: Janet Reynolds. Seconded: Marion Satherley. (Res. 19-2).

4  Treasurer's Report

The table below shows the bank transactions since the last meeting. Figures include GST except for international currency transactions.

	05/11/2013
	Opening balance ASB Bank account
	$10,961.38

	18/12/2013
	To A I Comms, Administration October
	$264.50

	18/12/2013
	To Paula Waby, reimbursement travel taxi 5 November
	$46.70

	28/02/2014
	To Paula Waby, reimbursement Dunedin-Auckland return air fares 18 March meeting
	$256.00

	05/03/2014
	To International Council on English Braille, membership fees 2014 calendar year, US $500.00, AUD 555.00
	$622.48

	18/03/2014
	Closing balance ASB Bank account
	$9,771.70


It was resolved:

That the Treasurer's report be received and payments approved; and

That approval be given for the expenditure of up to AUD 500 for hire of a meeting room in the hotel in Brisbane on 16 May 2014 for a face to face meeting of the Trans-Tasman Unified English Braille Proficiency Certificate examiners.

Moved: Janet Reynolds. Seconded: Mary Schnackenberg. (Res. 19-3).

5  International Council on English Braille

•  Maria Stevens and Mary Schnackenberg reported on ICEB matters raised since the BANZAT 5 November 2013 meeting.

The annual membership subscription has been reduced to US $500.

Pete Osborne has resigned as ICEB president and also from his role in the RNIB. Vice President Christo de Klerk has assumed the role of President as provided for in the ICEB Constitution.

The second edition of the UEB Rulebook is now out in multiple formats including braille.

•  Midterm executive meeting arrangements:

We will greet at the airport and transport to the Auckland Rose Park Hotel those international guests who advise their flight arrival details.

The hotel compendium will be brailled.

Wendy offered to explore the possibility of BLENNZ students making kits to store gifts for our international guests.

The proposed social programme was discussed.

Wednesday 21 May, 6:00pm, informal greetings by BANZAT trustees followed by dinner at the Auckland Rose Park Hotel. An apology from Wendy was noted.

Thursday 22 May, about 6:00pm, dinner in Āwhina House Recreation Centre and Cafeteria, funded by RNZFB, to include seven guests from Auckland Branch Committee of Blind Citizens NZ and an optional tour of Accessible Format Production as at least two international guests have not previously visited New Zealand. Janet and Maria will book and brief the caterer.

Friday 23 May, 4:30pm, tour of BLENNZ followed by concert then dinner possibly in a Parnell restaurant.

Sunday 25 May, 10:00am, BANZAT meeting at the Auckland Rose Park Hotel.

Janet agreed to book the hotel's meeting room for Sunday 25 May for three hours from 10:00am to 1:00pm.

Paul agreed to ask Nicola Owen about possible options for an audio described tour on Saturday evening.

•  Request for assistance from Samoa.

The enquiry from Faaolo was discussed. It was agreed that Janet and Maria would raise this with our Australian colleagues on 16 May as they too are assisting Samoa with braille tuition.

6  Three year workplan – Issues and projects

At our 5 November meeting it was agreed: “That each trustee review the Issues List and prioritise their top four issues, sending their priorities to the BANZAT list by 18 December 2013; and That this list of priorities form the basis of a three year workplan for refinement at Meeting 19 on 18 March 2014”. (Res. 18-5). The complete Issues and Projects list is in Attachment B to the Agenda for this meeting.

It was agreed to extend the deadline for trustees to submit their priorities to Friday 28 March.

7  Code Maintenance Committee

The resignation of Martine Abel was reported to the meeting. Janet agreed to check if the Trust Deed specifies the number of members of this committee.

8  BANZAT accreditation of braille producers working in New Zealand

•  “Essentials of braille formatting” updated draft emailed by Janet on 10 March 2014.

This was received with real appreciation. Braille readers thanked Janet's team for the braille version which was distributed at the meeting.

Some editing suggestions were made, discussed and confirmed.

Janet asked members to provide further comment in the next week. She will update the document.

The updated document is to be submitted to the Code Maintenance Committee for further comment and their recommendation to BANZAT for its adoption.

•  Accreditation process including assessment of standards.

It was reaffirmed that BANZAT's role is to provide a test and accreditation for producers whose names, when accredited, would be listed on the BANZAT website.

It was agreed to bring ideas for accreditation to the May meeting.

9  Pentronics – Nigel Herring

Nigel Herring joined the meeting at 2:04pm. He is in Auckland to set up the new Braille Box from Index, which embosses 900 pages an hour, in Accessible Format Production. He reported that good progress is being made.

Nigel is an engineer with a software development background. He repairs products for index and Baum. He also fixes Perkins braillers. Because he has been in the blindness products servicing industry for some 35 years he is also a repairer of Optacons. He is the writer of the Toccata braille music translation software and of Picture Braille for tactile graphics.

Nigel was warmly thanked for his very high standards of servicing such a range of products and devices and for his software development.

Nigel left the meeting at 2:22pm.

10  Trans-Tasman Unified English Braille Proficiency Certificate

Maria advised that she together with Lee Fung and Marion Satherley will produce a list of queries to share with the examiners in May. The goal of the examiners' meeting is to update the examination.

11  Recognition of contribution to braille

Mary updated the meeting about placing the profiles for Stephanie Conn, Dorothy Silvester and Terry Small on the BANZAT website. Although the profiles are in place, the photo location and size is still not ideal. Following feedback from Janet, Clive is working on the test page.

Discussion turned to whether BANZAT would induct any further individuals in 2014. Because of our workload it was agreed not to induct anyone this year.

12  Braille competition 2014

Lisette advised that she would be meeting with BLENNZ colleagues on 2 April. She would also contact Blind Citizens about this year's Onkyo braille essay competition.

13  Braille signage

In his role as disability advisor at Auckland Council, Paul Brown has used the signage guidelines. He said he has found them very useful, “a cracking resource”.

14  Promotion around Louis Braille's birthday

Several names and addresses were provided to the Blind Foundation's communications team. A press release was distributed. However there was no media uptake.

A rethink is needed. Perhaps we could consider the whole of January as braille month. This discussion should be scheduled for the September or November BANZAT Agenda.

15  Governance training

The meeting agreed to hold governance training in September when any new trustees would have been appointed. The agreement reached by email was affirmed, that is, to hold the BANZAT meeting 20 previously scheduled in June on 25 May to coincide with the ICEB executive meeting.

16  Trustee reports

Maria went through the list of trustee reports and invited each trustee to make any additional comments.

•  Association of Blind Citizens of New Zealand Inc.: Paula Waby.

•  Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ (BLENNZ): provided by Steve Bellamy.

•  BLENNZ Distance Braille report: Marion Satherley. Pleasure at the significant increase in student numbers together with concern for Marion's workload was expressed. This spike in numbers may flow through to candidates for the Trans-Tasman UEB proficiency certificate examination. The matter of funding for the RNZFB for its time spent on the certificate remains unresolved.

•  BLENNZ Music: Wendy Richards thanked Lisette for drawing her attention to new braille-to-print music software which permits the blind student to enter a score using the braille music code for the sighted teacher to print this out using Sibelius. Wendy is working with a student who is using this software with their sighted teacher.

•  Ngāti Kāpō o Aotearoa: Maria Stevens.

•  Parents of Vision Impaired NZ Inc.: a report was not available.

•  RNZFB Accessible Format Production: Janet Reynolds advised that research is in hand about improving etext production.

•  RNZFB Braille Awareness Consultant: Lisette Wesseling reported that the Blind Foundation is updating its braille awareness resources. Comment will be sought from BANZAT and Blind Citizens.

It was agreed:

That the above reports be received. (Res. 19-4).

17  New business

Maria invited the observers to comment. They thanked BANZAT for the opportunity to observe. They were very appreciative of the scope of the trust's involvement in many aspects of braille and felt a very disciplined meeting had been run.

Janet advised that she is retiring on 30 June. She said that she will step down from BANZAT at the September AGM.

18  Next meeting and closure

The next meeting will be on Sunday 25 May 2014 commencing at 10:00am in the meeting room of the Auckland Rose Park Hotel. The list of dates for the diary is in Attachment B to these Minutes.

The meeting closed at 2:56pm.

NOTE: These Minutes were confirmed at Meeting 20 of BANZAT held on Sunday 25 May 2014.

Chairperson Maria Stevens
Date
Attachment A: Correspondence schedule Meeting 19, Tuesday 18 March 2014

To BANZAT group with Unconfirmed Minutes for Meeting 18 on 5 November 2013.

To BANZAT group with Confirmed Minutes for Meeting 16 on 17 September 2013.

From and to Rose Radford tendering her resignation as the Parents of Vision Impaired appointee to BANZAT.

From Maria Stevens with names of three observers for Meeting 19, Chris Goj, Nicholas Wood and Moya Michalakis.

Emails within the BANZAT group concerning the shift of date for Meeting 20 from 17 June to 25 May.

From the Charities Commission with Charities Services Update Newsletter December 2013.

From the ICEB Treasurer, Bill Jolley, with invoice for ICEB membership 2014 for New Zealand.

From Stacey Temperley on behalf of Pete osborne asking BANZAT to provide a letter of support to Jean obi of Nigeria to assist with her funding application to attend the ICEB midterm executive meeting.

To Jean Obi with letter of support confirming that BANZAT is hosting the ICEB midterm executive meeting, giving dates and venue details.

To the ICEB Executive Committee with the midterm executive meeting registration form.

Registrations received from Betty Noble, Sharon Prindle-Collins, Christine Simpson, John Simpson.

From Maria Stevens forwarding the announcement that UEB has been adopted in Ireland.

From Maria Stevens forwarding the announcement that BANA affirms date for implementation of UEB.

From Maria Stevens forwarding the report of the Chair of the Braille Authority of North America for 2013.

From Maria Stevens advising she has received a print copy of World Braille Usage, expressing her appreciation for the work that went into making New Zealand's entry visually accurate.

From the UK Association for Accessible Formats advising there is now a category of membership available to individuals and organisations from outside of the UK.

From and to Faaolo Utumapu-Utailesolo, Promotion and Awareness Coordinator SENESE Inclusive Support Services in Samoa seeking BANZAT's help to certify transcribers in Samoa.

From Paul Brown forwarding European Union Music Braille project: Music for Visually Impaired People.

From Lisette Wesseling forwarding the Australian announcement Learn UEB Online - Coming Soon!.

From Christine Simpson, Chair of the Australian Braille Authority, with Call for reports for ABA National meeting to be held on Saturday 17 May prior to the Round Table Conference in Brisbane.

From Paul Brown forwarding an item mobile library for blind readers.

From Martine Abel with her resignation from BANZAT's Code Maintenance Committee.

From Janet Reynolds with the updated draft of “Essentials of braille formatting”.

From and to Wendy Richards advising she has received a study award for braille music pedagogy.

From Lisette Wesseling advising that the Blind Foundation Library is launching two new braille magazines.

From Lisette Wesseling with information about the 2013 braille letters from Santa.

From Clive Lansink (in his role as Chair of the BLENNZ Board of Trustees) advising that karen Stobbs has been appointed the new Principal of BLENNZ.

From Vincent Naidu with Christmas greetings to BANZAT.

From RNZFB Recruitment with the advertisement for the Accessible Formats Production Manager.

From the Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities administration:

Updates to Round Table Web Site;

call for 2014 Round Table Lifetime Achievement Award Nominations;

advice that 2014 Round Table conference registrations are open.

Attachment D: Dates

The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Dates for the diary

Tuesday 9 September 2014, 12:30pm, BANZAT Meeting 21, followed by fourth Annual General Meeting 22, Board Room, Āwhina House, 4 Maunsell Road, Parnell.

Wednesday 31 December 2014, annual return due to the Charities Commission.

Sunday 4 January 2015, 4 January 1809, birthday of Louis Braille.

Monday 12 to Thursday 15 January 2015, the South Pacific Educators in Vision Impairment (SPEVI) biennial conference, Melbourne.

Monday 2 March 2015, during this month action Policy 6 Trustee appointment process.

Historic dates

1989 The Braille Authority of New Zealand was established.

1994 The Royal New Zealand Foundation for the Blind became an associate member of the Braille Authority of North America.

29 November 2005, New Zealand adopted Unified English Braille by unanimous resolution of the Braille Authority of New Zealand.

10 August 2010, Meeting 1 of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT).

13 September 2011, Meeting 7, BANZAT first Annual General Meeting.

18 September 2012, Meeting 12, BANZAT second Annual General Meeting.

17 September 2013, Meeting 17, BANZAT third Annual General Meeting and launch of the Hall of Honour.


