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The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Confirmed Minutes of Meeting 23 of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust, held at the Hōmai Campus of BLENNZ, 2 McVilly Road, Manurewa on Tuesday 4 November 2014, commencing at 12:43pm

1  Welcome, attendees, apologies

Chairman Maria Stevens welcomed everyone to the meeting. She initiated the roll call.

	Name
	Appointed by
	Term Expires

	Trustees
	
	

	Steve Bellamy
	BLENNZ
	2016

	Paul Brown by phone until 1:54pm
	The Seven
	2015

	Jenny McFadden
	BLENNZ
	2017

	Karen Plimmer by phone until 1:57pm
	RNZFB
	2015

	Wendy Richards
	The Seven
	2017

	Marion Satherley
	The Seven
	2017

	Mary Schnackenberg, Secretary
	The Seven
	2017

	Maria Stevens, Chairperson
	Ngāti Kāpō
	2016

	Vacancy
	PVI
	2015

	Lisette Wesseling
	RNZFB
	2016

	Apologies
	
	

	Paula Waby, unwell
	ABC NZ
	2015


2  Accreditation of braille producers working in New Zealand

It was agreed to take this as the first item of business so Paul Brown and Karen Plimmer could participate by phone.

As convenor of the accreditation subcommittee, Paul Brown took the meeting through Attachment B to the Agenda. He thanked the members of his committee, Paula, Lisette and Mary, for their work. The committee had held three meetings.

Following discussion, it was agreed:

That accreditation be a once only process, subject to the payment of $100 in the first year and $50 for subsequent years, provided that accreditation has not been cancelled under the terms of the cancellation clause;

that accreditation be offered to both individuals and organisations;

that a prerequisite for individuals to be considered for accreditation be the holding of the Trans-Tasman Certificate in Unified English Braille or an equivalent qualification as determined by BANZAT from time to time;

that the assessment of competence in braille production in the identified areas can be demonstrated in 15 to 20 braille pages;

that accreditation be subject to agreement with the Code of Practice and the Complaints Policy;

that trustees provide feedback on the Code of Practice and the Complaints Policy by Friday 14 November;

that other points raised during discussion be incorporated into the policy;

that a revised draft accreditation policy be distributed to stakeholders by Monday 2 February with feedback due by Monday 2 March; and

that the 11 submitters (7 organisations and 4 individuals) be sent a progress report before the end of November. (Res. 23-1).

This portion of the meeting concluded at 1:57pm.

3  Trustee appointments

It was noted that Parents of Vision Impaired had not yet appointed a successor to Rose Radford who resigned in March 2014. Steve and Marion undertook to follow this up.

4  Minutes

4.1  Resolution re Minutes of Meeting 21 held on 9 September 2014.

It was resolved:

That the resolution adopted by email on 31 October 2014 as follows

That the Minutes of Meeting 21 of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust held on Tuesday 9 September 2014 as attached to this email be confirmed and placed on the website; and

That the Minutes of Meeting 22, the Annual General Meeting, of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust held on Tuesday 9 September 2014 as attached to this email be placed on the website.

be recorded in these Minutes of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust.

Moved: Lisette Wesseling. Seconded: Mary Schnackenberg. (Res. 23-2).

4.2  Matters arising from Minutes not listed elsewhere in the Agenda

No matters were raised.

5  Correspondence

The Correspondence Schedule is in Attachment A to these Minutes.

It was agreed:

That inwards correspondence be received and outwards endorsed. (Res. 23-3).

6  Treasurer's report

The table below shows BANZAT's ASB Bank account transactions since the last meeting and known assets and liabilities. Figures include GST except for international currency transactions.

	Date
	Description
	Amount

	
	ASB Bank account transactions
	

	09/09/2014
	Opening balance ASB Bank account
	$14,797.67

	23/10/2014
	To Blind Citizens Auckland Branch, wine for 9 September AGM
	$64.00

	23/10/2014
	To Maria Stevens, nibbles for 9 September AGM
	$39.65

	23/10/2014
	To Paula Waby, travel to and from Dunedin airport 9 September meetings
	$25.00

	23/10/2014
	To Paula Waby, Dunedin-Auckland-return air fares 4 November meeting
	$366.00

	23/10/2014
	To A I Comms, administration August-September
	$1,023.50

	23/10/2014
	To Inland Revenue Department, Payment GST 105-516-398 30 Sep 2014
	$175.49

	04/11/2014
	Closing balance ASB Bank account
	$13,104.03

	
	Less Liabilities
	

	31/10/2014
	To A I Comms, Administration October
	$402.50

	31/10/2014
	To Braille Authority of North America, provision for outstanding balance of 2014 membership dues, international money transfer charge not paid by BANZAT, email requesting payment received on 29 October 2014, plus bank charge for this payment, total owed US $50.00, exchange rate on 4 November 2014 0.7637
	$65.47

	
	Plus Assets
	

	31/10/2014
	From Inland Revenue, GST owed to BANZAT
	$52.50

	04/11/2014
	Closing balance ASB Bank account less liabilities plus assets
	$12,689.09


Mary reported verbally as follows:

•  Following advice of the change of Treasurer sent by Janet Reynolds, Inland Revenue has provided Mary with logon details to complete the GST returns. Mary has to provide IRD with a print copy of the 9 September AGM Minutes to confirm the change of Treasurer.

•  Janet updated the Charities Services website to name Mary as the primary contact and Maria Stevens as the secondary contact.

•  Mary has updated the Charities Services website to remove Janet Reynolds and Rose Radford as trustees and add Karen Plimmer as a trustee. A daytime contact for BANZAT has been provided being the secretary's phone number and email address. The BANZAT website address has been added.

•  Steps are in hand to remove Janet as a signatory of the ASB Bank account and add Jenny McFadden as a signatory.

•  An enquiry has been lodged with ASB Bank about term deposits.

It was resolved:

That the Treasurer's report be received and payments approved.

Moved: Mary Schnackenberg. Seconded: Marion Satherley. (Res. 23-4).

7  Code Maintenance Committee

On 5 November 2013 at Meeting 18 we agreed that the membership of the Code Maintenance Committee be reviewed at the first meeting following each AGM (Res. 18-8). Schedule 2.2 B of the BANZAT Deed says The Trustees shall appoint between seven and nine members to the Code Maintenance Committee each of whom shall meet at least four of the five qualifying criteria in accordance with Clause 3.3 (a)-(e) and may also be Trustees of the Trust. Schedule 2.2 D says the Trustees shall appoint the Chairperson. Current members are Paul Brown, Jenny McFadden, Janet Reynolds (Chairperson), Marion Satherley, Maria Stevens, Paula Waby, Lisette Wesseling, and Nicholas Wood as confirmed at Meeting 20 on 25 May 2014 (Res. 20-5).

Following discussion:

It was resolved:

That the members of the Code Maintenance Committee be Paul Brown, Jenny McFadden, Marion Satherley, Maria Stevens, Paula Waby, Lisette Wesseling, and Nicholas Wood

that Janet Reynolds be thanked for her chairmanship and service on the committee;

that Julia Mosen be invited to join the committee;

that Maria Stevens be the Chairperson; and

that the membership of the Code Maintenance Committee be reviewed at the first meeting following the 2015 AGM.

Moved: Lisette Wesseling. Seconded: Mary Schnackenberg. (Res. 23-5).

8  Trans-Tasman Unified English Braille Proficiency Certificate

In her role as New Zealand examiner, Maria reported that 15 candidates sat and 13 passed.

Ten of the candidates who passed had received support from Marion Satherley as part of the BLENNZ Distance Braille Course. The great importance of appropriate support to learners of braille taking the certificate was discussed. It was agreed that no candidate would want to sit an exam if they were not confident in the subject.

It was noted that the Australian Braille Authority publishes the names and congratulates on their list the candidates who pass the certificate. It was agreed to add to next year's application form a question seeking the permission of each candidate to publish their name if they pass.

9  Braille competition 2015

Lisette reported that her subcommittee will gather at the end of the BANZAT meeting to initiate the process.

10  International Council on English Braille

There was brief consideration of the representatives and observers on the various ICEB lists. It was agreed that Maria would ask Janet if she wished to continue to monitor the lists she is currently on.

11  Social media and BANZAT

Lisette reported on progress re setting up a BANZAT Facebook page and Twitter account. When they are ready to go live, they will be advertised. The goal is to launch prior to Christmas.

12  Annual report for BANZAT

Following a suggestion from Neil Jarvis, it was agreed that BANZAT should prepare a brief annual report for subsequent years. It should include highlights of activities and point readers to the Minutes on the website for the financial accounts. The annual report should be circulated to stakeholders.

There was brief discussion about the need to promote BANZAT's actions following each meeting. It was agreed to add to the conclusion of future meeting agendas an item where trustees would brainstorm key points to be publicised.

13  Trustee reports

•  Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ (BLENNZ): Steve Bellamy shared feedback from students following a recent visit to a Manurewa marae.

•  BLENNZ Distance Braille report: Marion Satherley acknowledged that the highlight has been the success of her students in the Trans-Tasman Certificate exam.

•  BLENNZ Music: Wendy Richards reported that another student is producing print music scores as part of their schoolwork using braille data entry.

•  Blind Citizens New Zealand: Paula Waby reported on the recent National Conference.

•  Blind Foundation: Karen Plimmer, Maria Stevens and Lisette Wesseling updated BANZAT on events around braille awareness, braille production and the teaching of braille to adult new learners. The Blind Foundation has received advice from Duxbury Systems that its New Zealand template will be included with the next DBT release. Among other features, the template facilitates the correct translation of text in Te Reo Māori.

•  Ngāti Kāpō o Aotearoa: Maria Stevens.

•  Parents of Vision Impaired NZ Inc.: no report was to hand.

It was agreed:

That the above reports be received. (Res. 23-6).

14  New business

Lisette passed around a towel and other samples with braille embroidery sent to her by a German company. It was agreed that the embroidered dots are spaced too far apart. Lisette undertook to provide this feedback to the company.

Maria passed around a map of Hamilton using swell paper that Accessible Format Production has recently completed.

15  Schedule of meetings and closure

The meeting dates and venues are listed in Attachment B to these Minutes.

Maria wished everyone a happy Christmas and closed the meeting at 2:57pm.

NOTE: These Minutes were confirmed by email on 27 November 2014.

Chairperson Maria Stevens
Date
Attachment A: Correspondence schedule Meeting 23, 4 November 2014

To BANZAT Group with draft Minutes of Meetings 21 and 22 and feedback about corrections.

From the Chair to the BANZAT group with the vote request re the Minutes and the replies.

From the Secretary to the BANZAT Group with the result of the vote request, namely that the motion was approved.

Accreditation:

From Lisette Wesseling, forwarding reply from RNIB about the number of braille pages British candidates must complete for braille certification;

See Item 2.

Income and expenditure:

To Alison Tunley, thanking her for undertaking the review of the annual accounts and requesting an electronic version of the review letter for the AGM Minutes;

From Alison Tunley with a Word version of the review letter;

From and to retired treasurer Janet Reynolds with handover notes and treasurer's folder;

From Janet Reynolds forwarding advice from Inland Revenue Department about changing responsibility for online filing of GST returns;

From Inland Revenue with information about Inland Revenue online services;

To and From ASB Bank official Tim Lum re Two-factor authentication for Fastnet Business, problem for blind people;

To ASB Bank with advice of change of BANZAT bank account signatories;

From Charities Services advertising seminars in September and October on new reporting standards;

From Charities Services with a reminder invitation to their Annual General Meeting on 17 October in Wellington;

To and from Charities Services with Notice of Change – remove trustees Janet Reynolds and Rose Radford, add trustee Karen Elizabeth Plimmer, add daytime phone number and email address of BANZAT secretary, add BANZAT website address;

See Item 6.

To solicitor Vincent Naidu re his apology for the 9 September AGM.

From and to Neil Jarvis re his suggestion that BANZAT produces an annual report.

From Maria Stevens forwarding the link to a 9 September item on TV ONE's Seven Sharp about a blind New Zealander attending Space Camp in the USA.

From former moderator Janet Reynolds with email addresses of subscribers to the New Zealand Braille discussion list and the BANZAT group.

From Lisette Wesseling with Braille Mail containing competition winning pieces.

From Lisette Wesseling forwarding information about a braille learning kit for children with special needs called Reach & Match.

From Maria Stevens forwarding the new email address for ABA.

From the Round Table Administration with the call for papers closing 28 November for the 2015 Round Table Conference, Adelaide, 2-5 May 2015, forwarded to BANZAT group.

From Maria Stevens forwarding BANA offers new publication, The UEB Reader.

Attachment B: Dates

The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Dates for the diary

Friday 28 November 2014, abstracts due for papers for the 2015 Conference of the Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities, Adelaide, 2-5 May 2015.

Wednesday 31 December 2014, BANZAT annual return due to Charities Services, Department of Internal Affairs.

Sunday 4 January 2015, 4 January 1809, birthday of Louis Braille.

Monday 12 to Thursday 15 January 2015, the South Pacific Educators in Vision Impairment (SPEVI) biennial conference, Melbourne.

Monday 2 February 2015, distribute to stakeholders revised draft of BANZAT Policy 7 Accreditation of Braille Producers Working in New Zealand.

Monday 2 March 2015, feedback due on revised draft Policy 7 Accreditation of Braille Producers Working in New Zealand.

Monday 2 March 2015, during this month action BANZAT Policy 6 Trustee Appointment Process.

Friday 6 March 2015, distribute Agenda for BANZAT Meeting 24 to be held on Tuesday 17 March.

Tuesday 10 March 2015, observers who wish to attend Meeting 24 on 17 March are asked to contact the BANZAT Secretary by this date.

Tuesday 17 March 2015, 12:30pm, BANZAT Meeting 24, Board Room, Āwhina House, Blind Foundation, 4 Maunsell Road, Parnell.

Saturday 2 to Tuesday 5 May 2015, Conference of the Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities, Adelaide.

Friday 5 June 2015, distribute Agenda for BANZAT Meeting 25 to be held on 16 June.

Tuesday 9 June 2015, observers who wish to attend Meeting 25 on 16 June are asked to contact the BANZAT Secretary by this date.

Tuesday 16 June 2015, 12:30pm, BANZAT Meeting 25, Homai Campus, BLENNZ, 2 McVilly Road, Manurewa.

Friday 24 July 2015, send out invitations to the BANZAT 2015 AGM to be held on 8 September.

Monday 24 August 2015, send out invitation to sit the Trans-Tasman Unified English Braille Proficiency Certificate Examination.

Friday 28 August 2015, send out Agendas for BANZAT Meetings 26 and 27 to be held on 8 September.

Tuesday 1 September 2015, observers who wish to attend either Meeting 26 or Meeting 27 the AGM on 8 September are asked to contact the BANZAT Secretary by this date.

Tuesday 8 September 2015, 12:30pm, BANZAT Meeting 26, followed by Fifth Annual General Meeting 27, Board Room, Āwhina House, Blind Foundation, 4 Maunsell Road, Parnell.

Monday 14 September 2015, applications close to sit the Trans-Tasman Unified English Braille Proficiency Certificate Examination.

Thursday 24 September 2015, send out papers for the Trans-Tasman Unified English Braille Proficiency Certificate Examination.

Monday 28 September 2015 to Sunday 4 October 2015, candidates sit the Trans-Tasman Unified English Braille Proficiency Certificate Examination.

Wednesday 7 October 2015, papers for the Trans-Tasman Unified English Braille Proficiency Certificate Examination must be returned to the examiners for marking by this date.

Friday 23 October 2015, results should be available for the 2015 Trans-Tasman Unified English Braille Proficiency Certificate Examination.

Friday 23 October 2015, send out agenda for BANZAT Meeting 28 to be held on 3 November 2015.

Tuesday 3 November 2015, 12:30pm, BANZAT Meeting 28, Homai Campus BLENNZ, 2 McVilly Road, Manurewa.

Sunday 22 to Thursday 26 May 2016, Sixth General Assembly of the International Council on English Braille to be held at the National Federation of the Blind Centre in Baltimore, USA.

Historic dates

1989, The Braille Authority of New Zealand was established.

1994, The Royal New Zealand Foundation for the Blind became an associate member of the Braille Authority of North America.

29 November 2005, New Zealand adopted Unified English Braille by unanimous resolution of the Braille Authority of New Zealand.

10 August 2010, Meeting 1 of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT).

13 September 2011, Meeting 7, BANZAT first Annual General Meeting.

18 September 2012, Meeting 12, BANZAT second Annual General Meeting.

17 September 2013, Meeting 17, BANZAT third Annual General Meeting and launch of the Hall of Honour.

9 September 2014, Meeting 22, BANZAT Fourth Annual General Meeting.


