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The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Confirmed Minutes of Meeting 24 of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust, held in the Board Room, Āwhina House, Blind Foundation, 4 Maunsell Road, Parnell, on Tuesday 17 March 2015 commencing at 12:42pm

1  Welcome, attendees, apologies

Chairman Maria Stevens welcomed everyone to the meeting. She began the roll call.

	Name
	Appointed by
	Term Expires

	Trustees
	
	

	Paul Brown
	The Seven
	2015

	Jenny McFadden
	BLENNZ
	2017

	Karen Plimmer
	RNZFB
	2015

	Wendy Richards
	The Seven
	2017

	Marion Satherley
	The Seven
	2017

	Mary Schnackenberg, Secretary/Treasurer
	The Seven
	2017

	Maria Stevens, Chairperson
	Ngāti Kāpō
	2016

	Vacancy
	PVI
	2015

	Paula Waby
	ABC NZ
	2015

	Lisette Wesseling by phone from 1:30pm
	RNZFB
	2016

	Apologies
	
	

	Steve Bellamy
	BLENNZ
	2016


2  Minutes

2.1  Resolution confirming Minutes of Meeting 23 held on 4 November 2014.

It was resolved:

That the resolution adopted by email on 27 November 2014 as follows

That the Minutes of Meeting 23 of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust held on Tuesday 4 November 2014 as attached to this email be confirmed and placed on the website;

be recorded in these Minutes of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust.

Moved: Paul Brown. Seconded: Marion Satherley. (Res. 24-1).

2.2  Matters arising from Minutes not listed elsewhere in the Agenda

No matters were raised.

3  Correspondence

The Secretary reported there were no additional items of correspondence. The Correspondence Schedule is in Attachment A to these Minutes.

It was agreed:

That inwards correspondence be received and outwards endorsed. (Res. 24-2).

4  Treasurer's report

The table below shows BANZAT's ASB Bank account transactions since the last meeting and known liabilities. Figures include GST except for international currency transactions.

	Date
	Description
	Amount

	
	ASB Bank account transactions
	

	04/11/2014
	Opening balance ASB Bank account
	$13,104.03

	25/02/2015
	To A I Comms, administration October 2014
	$402.50

	25/02/2015
	To A I Comms, administration November 2014
	$494.50

	25/02/2015
	To Paula Waby, March meeting air fares
	$376.00

	17/03/2015
	Closing balance ASB Bank account
	$11,831.03

	
	Less Liabilities
	

	21/02/2015
	ICEB 2015 membership dues US$500, AUD625, exchange rate 0.9497
	$658.10

	24/02/2015
	BANA 2015 membership dues plus underpayment of 2014 membership dues totalling USD550, exchange rate 0.7428
	$740.44

	17/03/2015
	Closing balance ASB Bank account less liabilities
	$10,432.49


Commentary – Mary Schnackenberg

Inland Revenue wrote to advise that we did not file our GST return for the period ending 30 September 2014. We had indeed paid the amount owing. The return has since been filed online.

We submitted our information to Charities Services on time. This included updates to the names of our trustees and our financial statements for the year ending 30 June 2014.

Charities Services is running workshops about changes to reporting requirements approved by Parliament. BANZAT has to decide what tier our charity falls into and we will have to update our annual returns accordingly. I intend to go to one of the workshops. The new rules will apply to the report for the year ending 30 June 2016. I am also in touch with Alison Tunley who reviews our accounts.

We have changed the place where the BANZAT website name is registered from Orcon to Discount Domains because they are a little cheaper. We have also reserved the domain name banzat.nz until 30 September 2016 in case we want to amend our website address.

We have received the 2015 membership dues invoices from the International Council on English Braille and the Braille Authority of North America. The amounts owed are shown in the liabilities above as they have not yet been paid.

Our former treasurer, Janet Reynolds, recommended we open a term deposit with ASB. This has not yet been actioned. I have found out, however, that a term deposit account will not be subject to any bank charges.

Jenny McFadden has been authorised as a signatory for the ASB Fastnet Business bank account. Jenny and Steve are warmly thanked for their patience and forbearance during this protracted process.

I am now using the ASB Fastnet Business app on my iPhone which lets me load and authorise existing payees. The app does not have the full functionality of the website. The website cannot be used by a blind person because the second factor authentication on administration and payments is via an inaccessible token. The complaints manager at ASB Bank is now fully aware of the situation. I have requested a workaround with assistance from ASB staff until the website is made fully accessible.

It was resolved:

That the Treasurer's report be received and payments approved.

Moved: Mary Schnackenberg. Seconded: Wendy Richards. (Res. 24-3).

5  Trustee appointments

The resigning trustees in 2015 are the Parents of Vision Impaired representative, Paul Brown (appointed by The Seven), Karen Plimmer (appointed by the Blind Foundation), and Paula Waby (appointed by Blind Citizens).

The Secretary will write to the founding bodies whose trustees' terms are concluding this year and ask for trustees to be appointed. A call for expressions of interest for the vacancy appointed by “The Seven” is due to be sent out on 31 May with a closing date of 30 June. Individuals may self nominate. The selection of the trustee by “The Seven” will take place after the other vacant trustee positions have been filled, ideally in July. Especially if there are to be any changes, all appointees need to be given time to plan their attendance at the BANZAT annual general meeting on 8 September. All current trustees continue to serve until the close of the AGM. There is no limit provided for in the BANZAT Deed to the number of terms that trustees may serve.

6  Accreditation of braille producers working in New Zealand

Lisette joined the meeting by phone at 1:30pm.

Feedback about the draft Accreditation policy that was distributed on 2 February was circulated with the Agenda.

As convenor of the subcommittee, Paul thanked his subcommittee of Lisette, Paula and Mary. He also thanked the one individual and four organisations who responded to the second consultation draft. He especially thanked both BLENNZ and the Blind Foundation for their input into organisation accreditation noting that both provided thoughtful insights.

Paul then invited trustees to provide feedback.

There was a discussion about format issues and some wording changes were agreed that clarified the policy. It was agreed to reference the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and add recognition of applicable consumer laws. It was agreed to review this policy at the first meeting following the 2016 AGM by which time two groups of applications will have been received.

It was resolved:

That Policy 7 Accreditation of Braille Producers Working in New Zealand be adopted in principle;

that amendments discussed and agreed to at this meeting be incorporated into the policy to be circulated to trustees by Friday 20 March;

that trustees vote by email on the finalised policy by Tuesday 31 March;

that if the finalised policy is adopted by email, its adoption be announced on 1 April together with a call for applications for accreditation to close on 30 June 2015;

that the accreditation subcommittee write up feedback to be provided to the submitters explaining the decisions taken about their feedback;

that the accreditation subcommittee continue to work on marketing of the accreditation process and the directory of accredited producers; and

that trustees undertake a full review of the Accreditation policy at the first meeting following the 2016 AGM.

Moved: Paul Brown. Seconded: Lisette Wesseling. (Res. 24-4).

7  Code Maintenance Committee

Maria had nothing to report.

8  Trans-Tasman Unified English Braille Proficiency Certificate

In her role as New Zealand examiner, Maria reported that she will not be attending the Australian Braille Authority annual meeting in May this year. She also reported that we had received a request to bring forward the date for the 2015 examination. After checking with Australian colleagues we realised that we could not agree to this request.

9  Braille competition 2015

BLENNZ has been preoccupied with a number of time-consuming projects this year so this one has not been progressed. As it was so successful last year, it was confirmed that we would endeavour to run another competition in 2016. It was agreed to place this on the Agenda for BANZAT's 3 November 2015 meeting.

10  Social media and BANZAT

Paula and Lisette reported that the Gmail account has been set up. BANZAT's twitter handle is @BANZATBraille. BANZAT's Facebook page is also up and going. The trustees who are already on Facebook were asked to check our page.

We were reminded that the goal of the Facebook page and Twitter feed is to engage the younger generation by providing brief and current braille-related items of interest with links to further reading as appropriate. It was agreed to have a soft launch now, with a more formal launch at the BANZAT meeting in June or at the AGM.

11  International Council on English Braille

Maria and Mary reported verbally on the 23 February teleconference held by the Executive.

A corrected version of the Guidelines for Technical Materials is now on the ICEB website. The Code Maintenance Committee is making some additions to the shortforms word list. Planning is underway for the 2016 Sixth General Assembly to be held in Baltimore from Sunday 22 to Thursday 26 May. The work of the Nominations Committee to develop a slate for the Executive for the next quadrennium will begin later this year. Work on revisions to the Bylaws and Constitution is ongoing and will result in minor changes to take account of more experience with the 2012 Constitution.

In reply to a question, it was explained that each ICEB member country can send up to four delegates and that each country has one vote. Mary noted that most delegates attending previous assemblies were members of their country's braille authorities. New Zealand's delegates should ideally be BANZAT trustees. ICEB executive members must enjoy the support of their country's braille authority. Delegates should arrive on the Saturday and be prepared to stay through the assembly until the following Friday. Mary suggested that air fares, accommodation, meals and incidentals would be in the region of $5,500 per delegate, although forecasting costs 14 months ahead of the assembly is challenging. BANZAT does not yet have a process in place for appointing its delegates to ICEB.

Following discussion it was resolved:

That BANZAT calls for expressions of interest from its trustees to serve on the ICEB Executive Committee in the 2016-2020 quadrennium;

that BANZAT calls for expressions of interest from trustees to attend the sixth General Assembly to be held in Baltimore in May 2016; and

that BANZAT writes to the five founding bodies to seek funding of delegates to attend the Sixth General Assembly of the International Council on English Braille.

Moved: Mary Schnackenberg. Seconded: Paul Brown. (Res. 24-5).

12  Trustee reports

•  Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ (BLENNZ): Steve Bellamy.

•  BLENNZ Distance Braille report: Marion Satherley.

•  BLENNZ Music: Wendy Richards.

•  Blind Citizens New Zealand: Paula Waby.

•  Blind Foundation: Karen Plimmer, Lisette Wesseling. With the retirement of Robin Nation, Maria is supporting the collage group at BLENNZ for the time being. Music transcriber Moya Michalakis has won the Blind Foundation 2015 STAR award for member care. The braille buddies programme to support reading practice by new learners is progressing and may begin later this year. The Swift template will soon carry a notice on each braille document produced to let readers know who to contact with queries about the braille. There is a problem with Index Basic D embossers dropping dots at random on the reverse side of the page. For the time being Swift producers have been asked to produce only single sided braille.

•  Ngāti Kāpō o Aotearoa: Maria Stevens. No report.

•  Parents of Vision Impaired NZ Inc. No report.

It was agreed:

That the above reports be received. (Res. 24-6).

13  New business

No matters were raised.

14  Meeting decision highlights

This is a new item in the Minutes to choose the decision highlights from this meeting to report to the website, Facebook, Twitter and the NZ braille email list. Highlights suggested were: Accreditation Policy adoption; Facebook page and Twitter feed set up; preparation for ICEB 2016 General Assembly.

15  Schedule of meetings and closure

The meeting dates and venues are listed in Attachment B to these Minutes.

The meeting closed at 2:53pm.

NOTE: These Minutes were confirmed at Meeting 25 on Tuesday 16 June 2015.

Chairperson Maria Stevens
Date
Attachment A: Correspondence schedule Meeting 24, 17 March 2015

To and from BANZAT Group correcting and confirming the Minutes of Meeting 23 held on 4 November;

Income and expenditure:

From Inland Revenue advising BANZAT had not submitted the GST return for the period ending 30 September 2014 although BANZAT had paid the amount owing;

To and from Inland Revenue submitting online the GST return with acknowledgement;

From Charities Services with Charities Update Newsletter: October/November 2014;

From Charities Services with Charities News Alert 7 November 2014;

From Charities Services with Charities News Alert - 19 December 2014;

From Charities Services with Charities Update Newsletter December 2014;

To Charities Services submitting online the BANZAT annual return due 31 December 2014;

From Charities Services with annual return acknowledgement;

From Charities Services with Charities News Alert - 3 February 2015;

From Charities Services with Charities Update Newsletter February 2015;

From Charities Services with Charities News Alert - 3 March 2015;

From and to Paula Waby with reimbursement claim for air fares for March meeting;

To and from Discount Domains registering the banzat.org.nz domain name for the website;

To and from Discount Domains confirming that the domain name banzat.nz is reserved for us until 1pm, 30 September 2016;

To Bill Jolley, Treasurer International Council on English Braille, advising him of the change of BANZAT Treasurer and current contact details for ICEB membership dues;

From Bill Jolley with 2015 ICEB membership dues;

From Jackie Sheridan, Treasurer Braille Authority of North America, with 2015 BANA membership dues;

Various emails setting up Jenny McFadden as the new BANZAT signatory replacing retiring Treasurer Janet Reynolds;

See Item 4.

Trustee appointments:

To BANZAT group forwarding Charities Services Notice of Change for 4 November 2014 advising names of retiring trustee Janet Reynolds and new trustee Karen Plimmer;

See Item 5.

Accreditation:

Various emails refining the wording of the revised draft Policy 7;

From the BLENNZ trustees with feedback about the draft provided to the 4 November meeting;

Following the 4 November meeting an update re the accreditation policy was sent to Dave Allen, Karen Stobbs for BLENNZ, Rose Wilkinson for Blind Citizens NZ, Peter Swanson for Blind Foundation, Julie Haller (freelance producer), Georgina Rood for the Health and Disability Commissioner, Paul Gibson for the Human Rights Commission, Aine Kelly Costello (individual braille user), Chrissie Cowan for Ngāti Kāpō, Emma Leach and Simon Latimer for the Office of the Ombudsman, Carin Sundstedt (individual), NZ Braille list

To Peter Swanson for the Blind Foundation and Karen Stobbs for BLENNZ, copied to trustees, with 16 January version of the policy for their review prior to the wider mailout on 2 February;

From and to Marjorie Hawkings arranging a teleconference with the Blind Foundation;

From and to Karen Stobbs arranging a teleconference with BLENNZ;

The 2 February draft was sent to the BANZAT trustees, Dave Allen (individual braille user), Karen Stobbs for BLENNZ, Rose Wilkinson for Blind Citizens NZ, Sandra Budd for Blind Foundation, Julie Haller (freelance producer), Georgina Rood for the Health and Disability Commissioner, Paul Gibson for the Human Rights Commission, Aine Kelly-Costello (individual braille user), Pam McNeill for Pam McNeill Consulting, Chrissie Cowan for Ngāti Kāpō, Megan McCoy, Director, Office for Disability Issues, Emma Leach and Simon Latimer for the Office of the Ombudsman, Carin Sundstedt (individual), the NZ braille list;

Written submissions were received from Dave Allen, Rose Wilkinson for Blind Citizens, Georgina Rood for the Health and Disability Commissioner, Dr Catherine Brennan for the Office for Disability Issues, and Simon Latimer for the Office of the Ombudsman;

See Item 6.

From and to Maria Stevens re the dates for 2015 Trans-Tasman Unified English Braille Proficiency Certificate Examination.

From Lynda O'Donnell seeking an amendment to the start date for this year's Proficiency Certificate examination.

From and to Faaolo Utumapu-Utailesolo seeking an update re Samoan transcribers sitting the New Zealand Trans-Tasman Unified English Braille Proficiency Certificate.

From and to Saul Garza at Clovernook Printing House for the Blind re BRF files of the New Zealand edition of the UEB Manual.

From Christine Casey with a copy of a Tongan braille code she has developed, asking us to adopt it and supply it to our colleagues.

From the Round Table Administration re the 2015 Round Table Conference in Adelaide from 2-5 May.

From the Braille Authority of North America (BANA) re implementation of Unified English Braille (UEB).

From BANA with document UEB Implementation Statement and Provisional Guidelines for Nemeth within UEB Contexts.

From BANA announcing Jennifer Dunham has assumed the presidency from Frances Mary D'Andrea with effect from 1 January 2015.

From Lisette Wesseling sharing an article, 7th Grader Builds Braille Printer From Lego.

From Maria Stevens forwarding an article from the Braille Monitor, Digital Braille Versus Paper Braille.

Attachment B: Dates

The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Dates for the diary

Friday 24 July, send out invitations to the BANZAT 2015 AGM to be held on 8 September.

Monday 24 August, send out invitation to sit the Trans-Tasman Unified English Braille Proficiency Certificate Examination.

Friday 28 August, send out Agendas for BANZAT Meetings 26 and 27 to be held on 8 September.

Tuesday 1 September, observers who wish to attend either Meeting 26 or Meeting 27 the AGM on 8 September are asked to contact the BANZAT Secretary by this date.

Tuesday 8 September, 12:30pm, BANZAT Meeting 26, followed by Fifth Annual General Meeting 27, Board Room, Āwhina House, Blind Foundation, 4 Maunsell Road, Parnell.

Monday 14 September, applications close to sit the Trans-Tasman Unified English Braille Proficiency Certificate Examination.

Thursday 24 September, send out papers for the Trans-Tasman Unified English Braille Proficiency Certificate Examination.

Monday 28 September to Sunday 4 October, candidates sit the Trans-Tasman Unified English Braille Proficiency Certificate Examination.

Wednesday 7 October, papers for the Trans-Tasman Unified English Braille Proficiency Certificate Examination must be returned to the examiners for marking by this date.

Friday 23 October, results should be available for the 2015 Trans-Tasman Unified English Braille Proficiency Certificate Examination.

Friday 23 October, send out agenda for BANZAT Meeting 28 to be held on 3 November 2015.

Tuesday 3 November, 12:30pm, BANZAT Meeting 28, Homai Campus BLENNZ, 2 McVilly Road, Manurewa.

Thursday 31 December, annual return due to Charities Services.

Monday 4 January 2016, 4 January 1809, birthday of Louis Braille.

Sunday 22 to Thursday 26 May 2016, Sixth General Assembly of the International Council on English Braille to be held at the National Federation of the Blind Centre in Baltimore, USA.

Thursday 18 to Thursday 25 August 2016, joint assemblies of the World Blind Union and the International Council for Education of People with Visual Impairment (ICEVI), Orlando, Florida, USA.

Historic dates

1989, The Braille Authority of New Zealand was established.

1994, The Royal New Zealand Foundation for the Blind became an associate member of the Braille Authority of North America.

29 November 2005, New Zealand adopted Unified English Braille by unanimous resolution of the Braille Authority of New Zealand.

10 August 2010, Meeting 1 of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT).

13 September 2011, Meeting 7, BANZAT first Annual General Meeting.

18 September 2012, Meeting 12, BANZAT second Annual General Meeting.

17 September 2013, Meeting 17, BANZAT third Annual General Meeting and launch of the Hall of Honour.

9 September 2014, Meeting 22, BANZAT Fourth Annual General Meeting.


