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The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Confirmed Minutes of Meeting 25 of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust, held at the Hōmai Campus of BLENNZ, 2 McVilly Road, Manurewa, on Tuesday 16 June 2015 commencing at 12:39pm

1  Welcome, attendees, apologies

Steve Bellamy welcomed the trustees to BLENNZ. Chairman Maria Stevens welcomed everyone to the meeting and began the roll call.

	Name
	Appointed by
	Term Expires

	Trustees
	
	

	Steve Bellamy
	BLENNZ
	2016

	Paul Brown
	The Seven
	2015

	Jenny McFadden
	BLENNZ
	2017

	Karen Plimmer
	Blind Foundation
	2018

	Marion Satherley
	The Seven
	2017

	Mary Schnackenberg, Secretary/Treasurer
	The Seven
	2017

	Maria Stevens, Chairperson
	Kāpō Māori
	2016

	Vacancy
	PVI
	2015

	Paula Waby
	Blind Citizens
	2015

	Apologies
	
	

	Wendy Richards
	The Seven
	2017

	Lisette Wesseling
	Blind Foundation
	2016


We agreed that trustees would send a nice tactile card to Lisette who is not well. Maria offered to do this.

2  Minutes

2.1  Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting 24 held on 17 March 2015.

It was resolved:

That the Minutes of Meeting 24 of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust held on Tuesday 17 March 2015 be confirmed.

Moved: Mary Schnackenberg. Seconded: Paul Brown. (Res. 25-1).

2.2  Matters arising from Minutes not listed elsewhere in the Agenda

No matters were raised.

3  Correspondence

The Secretary went through the items of correspondence sent or received since the circulation of the Agenda on 7 June 2015. The full Correspondence Schedule is in Attachment A to these Minutes.

It was agreed:

That inwards correspondence be received and outwards endorsed. (Res. 25-2).

4  Finance

4.1  Treasurer's report

The table below shows BANZAT's ASB Bank account transactions since the last meeting and known assets and liabilities. Figures include GST except for international currency transactions.

	Date
	Description
	Amount

	
	ASB Bank account transactions
	

	17/03/2015
	Opening balance ASB Bank account
	$11,831.03

	07/04/2015
	To Paula Waby, taxis March meeting
	$132.00

	28/04/2015
	To International Council on English Braille, AUD 625.00, 2015 membership fees
	$652.95

	30/04/2015
	To ASB Bank, Nostro Transfer Fee
	$19.22

	01/05/2015
	Deposit from Inland Revenue, GST to 31 March 2015
	+$284.20

	05/05/2015
	To Braille Authority of North America, USD 550.00, 2015 membership fees
	$742.34

	08/05/2015
	To ASB Bank, Nostro Transfer Fee
	$6.84

	12/06/2015
	To Paula Waby, air fares Dunedin-Auckland-return June meeting
	$436.00

	12/06/2015
	To A I Comms, administration December 2014, January-March 2015
	$773.89

	12/06/2015
	To A I Comms, administration April
	$241.50

	16/06/2015
	Closing balance ASB Bank account
	$9,110.49

	
	Less likely liabilities to 30 June 2015
	

	30/06/2015
	To Paula Waby, taxis June meeting estimate
	$120.00

	30/06/2015
	To A I Comms, remaining budgeted hours administration May-June, 18.45 hours @ $50.00 per hour
	$922.50

	
	Plus likely assets
	

	30/06/2015
	Income from one candidate for Policy 7 Accreditation
	+$100.00

	30/06/2015
	Closing balance ASB Bank account less likely liabilities plus likely assets
	$8,167.99


Commentary – Mary Schnackenberg

ASB Bank's physical token for second factor authentication for Fastnet Business accounts remains inaccessible. ASB Bank is now acknowledging that this issue has to be fixed. It is technically possible to have a soft token as an app on a smartphone which will generate and display the digits in the same way that a physical token does. Their complaints manager is unable to say when this app will be written. Because of this token problem, I am unable to carry out a number of tasks for our society cheque account. To pay the ICEB and BANA fees I enlisted support from the assistant branch manager at the Broadway Branch. I sincerely thank Steve and Jenny for their patience with these challenges.

The GST return to 31 March 2015 was submitted on 25 April. The claimed refund was deposited on 1 May.

In the liabilities and assets above I have predicted likely expenditure and income to 30 June in preparation for the budget for the coming year.

It was resolved:

That the Treasurer's report be received and payments approved.

Moved: Mary Schnackenberg. Seconded: Maria Stevens. (Res. 25-3).

4.2  Budget 2015-2016

BANZAT is about to begin its fifth full year of operation. We face two challenges this year:

•  Marketing the accreditation process for braille producers working in New Zealand; and

•  funding attendance of up to four delegates at the Sixth General Assembly of the International Council on English Braille in Baltimore in May 2016.

A draft budget was prepared for discussion. Trustees went through the budget line by line and reached a unanimous view.

•  The importance of marketing the accreditation programme and upgrading the website was agreed.

•  For financial reasons the difficult decision was taken to resign BANZAT's membership of the Braille Authority of North America at the end of this year. The 2015 fees cost $749.18 and the exchange rate will move further against us. While this will sever a link that goes back formally to 1994 and informally to the 1970s, we will still have access to BANA materials.

•  Trustees also decided to make no provision for costs of delegates' attendance at the International Council on English Braille Sixth General Assembly in May 2016.

•  Governance training will go ahead so long as funding can be obtained for this.

•  Administrative services are to continue at the current provision.

BANZAT budget 2015-2016, adopted at Meeting 25, 16 June 2015.

The revised budget for 2015-2016 is set out in the following table. Notes to the budget follow the table.

All figures exclude GST

	Description
	2014-15 Budget
	2014-15 Actual (prediction)
	2015-16 Budget

	Reserves brought forward from previous year (1)
	$6,757
	$6,719
	$8,256

	Income
	
	
	

	Grants RNZFB (2)
	$8,300
	$8,300
	$8,300

	Donations (3)
	-
	-
	$0

	Braille competition sponsorship (4)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Trans-Tasman UEB Proficiency Certificate sponsorship (5)
	$0
	-
	-

	Governance training (6)
	-
	-
	$500

	Accreditation application fee (7)
	-
	$100
	$100

	Accreditation annual renewal (8)
	-
	-
	$50

	Total income
	$8,300
	$8,400
	$8,950

	Expenses
	
	
	

	Administration (9)
	$3,750
	$3,750
	$3,750

	Website domain name registration
	$32
	$28
	$28

	Conferences, e.g. ABA (10)
	$2,000
	$0
	$2,100

	Membership fees BANA and ICEB (11)
	$1,900
	$1,421
	$800

	Travel air fares & taxis (12)
	$1,400
	$1,573
	$1,700

	Braille competition expenses (4)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Miscellaneous (13)
	$0
	$90
	$95

	Governance training (6)
	$500
	-
	$500

	Website development (14)
	$500
	-
	$500

	Marketing accreditation (15)
	-
	-
	$1,000

	Trans-Tasman UEB Proficiency Certificate (5)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Total expenses
	$10,082
	$6,862
	$10,473

	Reserves at end of year (16)
	$4,975
	$8,256
	$6,733


Notes to the budget

(1) Reserves brought forward from previous year: The figure of $6,719 in the 2014-15 Actual column is the total retained earnings of $6,718.84 reported in last year's accounts.

(2) Grants RNZFB: When BANZAT was founded in 2010 we received a commitment from the Blind Foundation to continue with their annual grant of $8,300.

(3) Donations: We are not forecasting any donations. Following discussions with our five founding bodies, it is most likely that additional income will come for specific projects. Projects for the coming year include governance training, attendance costs of delegates to the 2016 International Council on English Braille General Assembly, marketing of accreditation and training for candidates who wish to accredit as braille producers.

(4) Braille competition sponsorship: This is where we would put any donations for prizes. We are not forecasting any income here.

(5) Trans-Tasman UEB Proficiency Certificate sponsorship: BANZAT runs the certificate examination each year, but all costs are carried by the Blind Foundation. If the time taken to set the examination, call for participants, prepare the papers in multiple formats, post out the papers, receive and mark the papers and advise candidates of their results is added up, we estimate it takes five hours per candidate. We are not aware that the Blind Foundation has been able to secure additional income to defray this cost. BANZAT is not budgeting for either income or expenditure on the certificate.

(6) Governance training: This is a prudent investment in the personal development of all trustees concerning our fiduciary duties as trustees. We are budgeting to recover the costs from possible funders and this is a new entry in the income budget.

(7) Accreditation application fee: This is a new entry in the budget. In Policy 7 Accreditation of Braille Producers Working in New Zealand the accreditation application fee was set at not less than $100.00. It is predicted there will be at least one candidate seeking accreditation. The fee is due in the current financial year by 30 June 2015. The budget has been conservatively set at one further candidate in the next financial year.

(8) Accreditation annual renewal: This is a new entry in the budget. In Policy 7 Accreditation of Braille Producers Working in New Zealand the annual renewal fee was set at not less than $50.00. If the candidate predicted for this year earns accreditation, the annual renewal fee is due in the next financial year.

(9) Administration: The unchanged budget is for 75 hours at $50.00 per hour. This covers the preparation of agendas and minutes, general correspondence, website maintenance, AGM arrangements, fundraising letters, and the Treasurer's role.

(10) Conferences, e.g. Australian Braille Authority: As part of the routine running of the Trust we expect to be represented at the Australian Braille Authority annual meeting. We jointly administer the Trans-Tasman UEB Proficiency Certificate. We must ensure ongoing communications with ABA through this budget provision. The next ABA annual meeting will be held in Melbourne in May 2016.

(11) Membership fees BANA and ICEB: The 2015-16 budget provides solely for ICEB fees.

(12) Travel air fares & taxis: We budget for four return flights and taxis to enable out-of-Auckland trustees to attend meetings. The 2015-16 budget has been increased.

(13) Miscellaneous: In the 2014-15 year miscellaneous expenditure was on the AGM.

(14) Website development: This was identified as necessary some two years ago but has not been actioned. The need is greater now as the website will be the marketing flagship of the accreditation process.

(15) Marketing accreditation: This is a new entry in this budget. A marketing plan has not been prepared. At its simplest, the budget allows for the cost of time to generate emails and phone calls to known organisations that pay for braille transcription. It might also be used to enhance the visual appeal of the website to market the accredited individuals and organisations.

(16) Reserves at end of year: This budget provides for income of $8,950, expenses of $10,473, and a deficit of -$1,522.95. Reserves at the end of the year are budgeted at $6,733, down from the predicted figure at 30 June 2015 of $8,256.

Following answers to questions and discussion, it was resolved:

That the budget for 2015-2016 as distributed in the Agenda be adopted with the agreed amendments.

Moved: Mary Schnackenberg. Seconded: Maria Stevens. (Res. 25-4).

5  Trustee appointments

The resigning trustees in 2015 are Paul Brown (appointed by “The Seven” trustees of the five founding bodies), Karen Plimmer (appointed by the Blind Foundation), Paula Waby (appointed by Blind Citizens) and the appointee of Parents of Vision Impaired. In accordance with Clause 3.4 (b) of the BANZAT Deed, trustees are eligible for reappointment. Trustees serve for a three year term and there is no limit provided for in the BANZAT Deed to the number of terms that trustees may serve. The Secretary wrote to the founding bodies whose trustees' terms are concluding this year and asked for trustees to be appointed. A call for expressions of interest for the vacancy appointed by “The Seven” was sent out on 26 May with a closing date of 30 June. Individuals may self nominate.

Blind Citizens will make the decision about their appointee at their Board meeting to be held over the weekend of 18-19 July.

Sandra Budd of the Blind Foundation has advised that Karen Plimmer has been appointed for a further three-year term. Trustees warmly congratulated Karen on her reappointment.

Don Fairgray writing on behalf of Parents of Vision Impaired has explained that PVI is finding it very difficult to appoint someone with the time to give to BANZAT and the braille knowledge.

The selection of the trustee by “The Seven” will take place after the other vacant trustee positions have been filled. Especially if there are to be any changes, all appointees need to be given time to plan their attendance at the BANZAT annual general meeting on 8 September. All current trustees continue to serve until the close of the AGM.

6  Accreditation of braille producers working in New Zealand

Following Meeting 24 on 17 March Policy 7 Accreditation was finalised. A vote request was sent out on 20 March with eight trustees voting in favour with none voting against by the closing date of 31 March. This resolution now needs to be formally recorded in these Minutes.

It was resolved:

That the resolution adopted by email on 31 March 2015 as follows

“That Policy 7 Accreditation of Braille Producers Working in New Zealand as circulated by email on 20 March 2015 be adopted”;

be recorded in these Minutes of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust.

Moved: Paul Brown. Seconded: Mary Schnackenberg. (Res. 25-5).

The Word file of Policy 7 Accreditation of Braille Producers Working in New Zealand with a separate file of the individual application form was uploaded to the website on 26 May 2015. The launch of Policy 7 was promoted on 26 May. A call for applications for accreditation was made with a closing date of 30 June 2015.

The Chair and the Secretary have endeavoured to follow up a concern raised about the quality of braille in the December 2014 Newsletter from the Blind Foundation's Guide Dog Services. A braille copy of this newsletter has not been located so this enquiry has been closed.

It was suggested that the accreditation subcommittee reconvene to discuss the marketing plan for accreditation. Also the subcommittee should consider running a course for Trans-Tasman certificate holders who wish to extend their knowledge of braille translator software to prepare them for seeking accreditation.

It was resolved:

That Paul Brown, convener of the accreditation subcommittee, progress with his committee the marketing of accreditation and the possible holding of a course for Trans-Tasman certificate holders to learn more about computer translation software.

Moved: Paul Brown. Seconded: Mary Schnackenberg. (Res. 25-6).

7  Code Maintenance Committee

Maria reported that ICEB has approved two additions to the short forms word list – unsaid and unrepaid.

8  Trans-Tasman Unified English Braille Proficiency Certificate

There has been correspondence, shared on the trustees' email list, between Maria Stevens as the Examiner of the certificate and Julia Budd, the lecturer for the Education of Students with Vision Impairment course. Julia was raising a concern among her students about the timing of the 2015 examination during the school holidays. Marion Satherley reported that three of her distance braille students have dropped out this year for the same reason. Mary Schnackenberg, who attended the Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities, reported there was discussion at the Australian Braille Authority Annual Meeting in May 2015 about a review of the certificate.

Maria reported she would be meeting with this year's Massey students in July. There was clearly a need for discussions about the certificate's content and timing to be held with the Australian Braille Authority.

It was resolved:

That the New Zealand Examiner request a teleconference with the Australian Braille Authority re the content and timing of the certificate.

Moved: Maria Stevens. Seconded: Mary Schnackenberg. (Res. 25-7).

9  Website, FaceBook, Twitter, NZ BRL list

Lisette has raised with Karen the possibility that Karen might like to pick up Lisette's FaceBook role. Karen said she is prepared to give it a go. There was a need for short text items of less than 100 words plus a photo. The goal is to engage braille readers and networks. Jenny offered to look out for visual content.

Paula undertook to look after twitter.

Mary reported the transition of names from the NZBRL Yahoo list across to GoogleGroups.

10  International Council on English Braille and Australian Braille Authority

At the meeting on 17 March it was resolved: That BANZAT calls for expressions of interest from its trustees to serve on the ICEB Executive Committee in the 2016-2020 quadrennium; that BANZAT calls for expressions of interest from trustees to attend the sixth General Assembly to be held in Baltimore in May 2016; and that BANZAT writes to the five founding bodies to seek funding of delegates to attend the Sixth General Assembly of the International Council on English Braille. (Res. 24-5).

We received an expression of interest to attend the Sixth General Assembly from Lisette Wesseling.

We wrote to the five founding bodies seeking funding towards the costs of attending the Sixth General Assembly in May 2016. The Blind Foundation replied that both Maria Stevens and Lisette Wesseling will be attending the assembly.

Mary attended the Annual Meeting of the Australian Braille Authority which was held at the Round Table on 2 May 2015. Her report distributed with the Agenda was discussed.

11  Signage guidelines.

Lisette has advised us the Signage Guidelines are up for review. Draft suggested changes have been received and we are asked to make submissions by 8 July.

It was resolved:

That Maria Stevens, Paul Brown, Marion Satherley and Mary Schnackenberg (with Maria as convenor) review the suggested changes to the Signage Guidelines and seek an extension of time for making a submission.

Moved: Maria Stevens. Seconded: Jenny McFadden. (Res. 25-8).

12  September AGM preparations

The fifth Annual General Meeting of BANZAT is on Tuesday 8 September 2015 in the Board Room at Āwhina House, Blind Foundation. Last year's invitation list with some tweaks was distributed in the Agenda. Feedback on additions, deletions and amendments was requested so that the invitations could be sent out by mid July. It was suggested that this year we should invite the members of the NZBRL group.

At this year's AGM we will be celebrating the launch of the Accreditation process and we may have at least one accredited braille producer to announce. There will also be the usual election of officers and presentation of reports from the Chair and the Treasurer. Following our last AGM we were encouraged to consider the preparation of an annual report. It was agreed that we will look into how an annual report might be presented to market what BANZAT does and is achieving. Additional points might include social media and an ICEB update. We should consider a snippet about immersion course students using braille. Marion could talk about teaching distance braille to sighted adult learners.

13  Trustee reports

•  Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ (BLENNZ): Steve Bellamy talked about the opening of the outdoor learning environment. Trustees agreed to visit this in association with our November meeting at BLENNZ.

•  BLENNZ Distance Braille report: Marion Satherley.

•  BLENNZ Music: Wendy Richards.

•  Blind Citizens New Zealand: Paula Waby.

•  Blind Foundation: Karen Plimmer, Lisette Wesseling. A braille graduation ceremony was held to honour two students in Auckland on 30 May. Accessible Format Production is receiving more requests for uncontracted and contracted braille to be provided alongside etext files of learning materials.

•  Kāpō Māori: Maria Stevens.

•  Parents of Vision Impaired NZ Inc. no report.

It was agreed:

That the above reports be received. (Res. 25-9).

14  New business

Paul Brown passed around two small models produced by a 3D printer. There is likely to be real growth in this technology to assist blind people in the near future.

A question was asked about the transforming braille low cost braille display. A prototype is being talked about informally.

15  Meeting decision highlights

This is a new section where we draw out the decision highlights from this meeting to report to the website, Facebook, Twitter and the NZ braille email list. Points that might be raised were the 2015-2016 budget, accreditation, advertising the AGM, Trans-Tasman certificate discussions to be initiated with the Australian Braille Authority and two adult students have recently passed contracted and one uncontracted braille courses.

16  Schedule of meetings and closure

The meeting dates and venues are listed in Attachment B to these Minutes.

The meeting closed at 2:52pm.

NOTE: These Minutes were confirmed at Meeting 26 on 8 September 2015.

Chairperson Maria Stevens
Date
Attachment A: Correspondence schedule Meeting 25, 16 June 2015

To BANZAT trustees with the draft unconfirmed Minutes for Meeting 24 on 17 March for checking.

Income and expenditure:

From Charities Services with Charities News Alert 17 March 2015 about workshops on the changes to reporting requirements for charities;

From Charities Services with Charities Update Newsletter: April 2015;

From Charities Services with Charities News Alert 14 April 2015;

From Charities Services with Charities News Alert 16 April 2015;

From Charities Services with Charities News Alert 24 April 2015;

To and from trustees with advice that the GST return had been filed;

From and to Paula Waby with reimbursement claim for taxis for March meeting;

To and from Jackie Sheridan, BANA Treasurer, re payment of overdue amount of 2014 BANA fees and 2015 BANA fees, paid on 5 May;

From Bill Jolley, ICEB Treasurer, acknowledging receipt of 2015 ICEB fees;

To Karen Stobbs with BANZAT funding request to BLENNZ re 2016 ICEB General Assembly;

To and from Rose Wilkinson with BANZAT funding request to Blind Citizens re 2016 ICEB General Assembly;

To and from Sandra Budd with BANZAT funding request to Blind Foundation re 2016 ICEB General Assembly;

To and from Chrissie Cowan with BANZAT funding request to Kāpō Māori re 2016 ICEB General Assembly;

To Don Fairgray with BANZAT funding request to Parents of Vision Impaired re 2016 ICEB General Assembly;

From and to Paula Waby with reimbursement claim for June meeting air fares;

From Suzanne Kendrick advertising the 12 June Google not for profit Grant Course in Manukau;

See Item 4.1 above.

Trustee appointments:

To and from Rose Wilkinson re Blind Citizens appointee to BANZAT;

To and from Sandra Budd re Blind Foundation appointee to BANZAT;

To and from Don Fairgray re Parents of Vision Impaired appointee to BANZAT;

To trustees and NZ BRL group with BANZAT trustee - call for expressions of interest;

From a candidate with expression of interest;

See Item 5 above.

Accreditation:

Various emails among trustees finalising Policy 7;

Various emails among trustees re the vote request;

To trustees and the NZ BRL email list launching the policy with the subject line BANZAT building better braille;

Various correspondence re the Guide Dog Services Newsletter December 2014.

See Item 6 above.

Trans-Tasman Unified English Braille Proficiency Certificate

Correspondence between the Examiner and Julia Budd, Lecturer for the Education of Students with Vision Impairment course, re the date for this year's examination;

See Item 8 above.

From Paula Waby with advice of the twitter handle, @BANZATBraille.

From and to Mandy Clark at the Blind Foundation with a request to update the Blind Foundation's name on the Useful Links page which has been actioned.

From Lisette Wesseling asking that she be considered as a possible BANZAT delegate to the ICEB 2016 General Assembly.

From the BANZAT Chair to the ABA Chair with BANZAT's report to the Australian Braille Authority Annual Meeting held on Saturday 2 May in Adelaide.

From Lisette Wesseling alerting BANZAT to Signage guidelines upcoming review: see Item 11 above.

From Jens Flach at BLISTA in Marburg seeking the password to the New Zealand UEB Manual, dealt with by the Chair.

From and to Oarabile Gabaikanngwe in Botswana seeking the New Zealand UEB Manual; we referred her to the Australian Manual as it is linked to UEB Online.

From the Sudima Hotel in Christchurch asking about braille menus which was referred to the Blind Foundation.

From Bronwyn Hall of the Green Party with a Question about Braille use of Business cards which was referred to the Blind Foundation.

From Neil Jarvis, President of the Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities advising of the sudden death of Tammy Axelsen, the administrator of the Round Table for several years.

From Leona Holloway (forwarded by Maria Stevens) with the news that UEB Online has been shortlisted for the 2015 Australian & New Zealand Internet Awards.

From the Secretariat of the International Council for Education of People with Visual Impairment (ICEVI) with WBU-ICEVI General Assemblies - ICEVI Day - Call for Papers and Official Abstract Form.

From the International Council for Education of People with Visual Impairment with The Educator for January 2015 and the offer to send all future publications by email.

From Paula Waby forwarding an article Braille isn't [quote] embattled--we're on the cusp of a golden age for blind people.

From Paul Brown forwarding an article, Bell Ringer: Celebrating the Inaugural Test of the National Certification in Unified English Braille (NCUEB).

From Lisette Wesseling sharing an experience with a Tahitian reader of braille music visiting Wellington: Sometimes Braille Music Still Makes me Want to Sing With Excitement.

From Paul Brown forwarding an article from a sighted car driver, Intoxicated By Braille.

From Paul Brown forwarding an article, Braille Monster: A New Take on Flashcards for Blind Kids.

From Paul Brown forwarding an article, how to make Bulletin Boards accessible to blind students (i.e. classroom physical notice boards).

Attachment B: Dates

The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Dates for the diary

Thursday 24 September, send out papers for the Trans-Tasman Unified English Braille Proficiency Certificate Examination.

Monday 28 September to Sunday 4 October, candidates sit the Trans-Tasman Unified English Braille Proficiency Certificate Examination.

Wednesday 7 October, papers for the Trans-Tasman Unified English Braille Proficiency Certificate Examination must be returned to the examiners for marking by this date.

Friday 23 October, results should be available for the 2015 Trans-Tasman Unified English Braille Proficiency Certificate Examination.

Friday 23 October, send out agenda for BANZAT Meeting 28 to be held on 3 November 2015.

Tuesday 3 November, 12:30pm, BANZAT Meeting 28, Homai Campus BLENNZ, 2 McVilly Road, Manurewa.

Thursday 31 December, annual return due to Charities Services.

Monday 4 January 2016, 4 January 1809, birthday of Louis Braille.

Sunday 22 to Thursday 26 May 2016, Sixth General Assembly of the International Council on English Braille to be held at the National Federation of the Blind Centre in Baltimore, USA.

Thursday 18 to Thursday 25 August 2016, joint assemblies of the World Blind Union and the International Council for Education of People with Visual Impairment (ICEVI), Orlando, Florida, USA.

Historic dates

1989, The Braille Authority of New Zealand was established.

1994, The Royal New Zealand Foundation for the Blind became an associate member of the Braille Authority of North America.

29 November 2005, New Zealand adopted Unified English Braille by unanimous resolution of the Braille Authority of New Zealand.

10 August 2010, Meeting 1 of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT).

13 September 2011, Meeting 7, BANZAT first Annual General Meeting.

18 September 2012, Meeting 12, BANZAT second Annual General Meeting.

17 September 2013, Meeting 17, BANZAT third Annual General Meeting and launch of the Hall of Honour.

9 September 2014, Meeting 22, BANZAT Fourth Annual General Meeting.

8 September 2015, Meeting 27, BANZAT Fifth Annual General Meeting, with announcement of the accreditation framework for braille producers working in New Zealand.


