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The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Confirmed Minutes of Meeting 33 of The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust, held at the Homai Campus of BLENNZ, 2 McVilly Road, Manurewa, on Tuesday 1 November 2016 commencing at 1:22pm

1  Welcome, attendees, apologies

Chairman Maria Stevens welcomed everyone to the meeting. In particular she greeted Natalie Stewart to her first meeting of the Trust. Natalie has succeeded Steve Bellamy who retired at the 2016 Annual General Meeting.

Maria commented on that morning's very worthwhile governance training followed by an excellent lunch. We noted a successful evacuation when the fire alarm went off during the governance training. We also reflected that this was the first meeting of BANZAT since the very sad passing of Lisette Wesseling on 12 September.

Maria began the roll call.

	Name
	Appointed by
	Term Expires

	Trustees
	
	

	Rev. Dr Julia Budd
	The Seven
	2018

	Chantelle Griffiths
	Blind Foundation
	2018

	Jenny McFadden
	BLENNZ
	2017

	Wendy Richards
	The Seven
	2017

	Mary Schnackenberg, Secretary/Treasurer
	The Seven
	2017

	Maria Stevens, Chairperson
	Kāpō Māori
	2019

	Natalie Stewart
	BLENNZ
	2019

	Vacancy
	Blind Foundation
	2019

	Vacancy
	Parents of Vision Impaired
	2018

	Paula Waby
	Blind Citizens NZ
	2018


	Observers
	
	

	Apologies
	
	

	Marion Satherley
	The Seven
	2017


2  Minutes

2.1  Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting 31 held on 6 September 2016.

It was resolved:

That the Minutes of Meeting 31 of The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust held on Tuesday 6 September 2016 be confirmed.

Moved: Wendy Richards. Seconded: Julia Budd. (Res. 33-1).

2.2  Matters arising from Minutes not listed elsewhere in the Agenda

No matters were raised.

3  Correspondence 

The Secretary went through the items of correspondence received or sent since the circulation of the Agenda on 21 October 2016. The full Correspondence Schedule is in Attachment A to these Minutes.

It was agreed:

That inwards correspondence be received and outwards correspondence endorsed. (Res. 33-2).

4  Finance 

Bank transactions

The table below shows BANZAT's ASB Bank account transactions since the last meeting. Figures include GST except for international currency transactions which are exempt GST.

	Date
	Description
	Amount

	
	ASB Bank account transactions
	

	06/09/2016
	Opening balance ASB Bank account
	$16,661.26

	09/09/2016
	To A I Comms, Administration August
	$402.50

	28/10/2016
	To Inland Revenue, GST from 1 April 2016 to 30 September 2016
	$776.88

	01/11/2016
	Closing balance ASB Bank account
	$15,481.88


Commentary – Mary Schnackenberg

Two transactions are reported above.

Inland Revenue is upgrading their website especially as it applies to filing GST returns. I must update BANZAT trustee administrative privileges prior to 1 February 2017.

Special thanks are due to Julia Budd and Paula Waby. Julia was able to coincide our September meeting with another activity and has not charged any costs to BANZAT for our September meeting. Paula has not charged any taxi fares for the September meeting as she coincided this with work on behalf of Blind Citizens NZ. As costs vary from meeting to meeting the savings are difficult to quantify precisely but they are in the range between $400 and $500.

Charities Services has changed the reporting requirements. BANZAT has elected to report under Tier 3 of the new standards which calls for a new Performance Report. This has non-financial and financial components. I have drafted the non-financial part. Clive Lansink is amending the presentation of the financial report to meet the Tier 3 requirements including the new Statement of Cash Flows.

There is also the Annual Return to be filed with Charities Services. This calls for some additional information about each trustee to identify us more precisely, including date of birth and home address.

So Natalie can become BANZAT's new signatory, she has to complete a new signatory form from ASB Bank and visit any branch of the Bank with photo ID and proof of her address.

If two signatories can visit an ASB Bank branch at the same time they can open a Fastnet BusinessSaver interest-bearing account for BANZAT. Two signatures are required to shift money between the interest-bearing account and the Society Cheque account.

It was resolved:

That the Treasurer's report be received and payments approved.

Moved: Mary Schnackenberg. Seconded: Paula Waby. (Res. 33-3).

5  Trustee appointments and governance training

We discussed the vacancy for a trustee from Parents of Vision Impaired which has been outstanding for two and a half years.

We agreed to begin our March meeting at 10:30am so we can brainstorm – discuss governance and the funding of BANZAT. Each trustee is to think of potential projects and funders for discussion at the March meeting.

Trustees whose terms end in 2017 are Jenny McFadden (appointed by BLENNZ), Wendy Richards, Marion Satherley and Mary Schnackenberg (appointed by The Seven). Trustees are eligible for reappointment. We will advise BLENNZ about Jenny by 31 March, and advertise for expressions of interest for appointees by the seven by 31 May, with expressions of interest due by 30 June.

6  Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille

In her role as New Zealand Examiner for the Certificate Maria reported 11 candidates sat the exam, nine passed and two were unsuccessful.

This year's application form asked candidates to give permission for their names to be published if they passed. Not every candidate gave permission so the names cannot be publicised. Names of those who pass in Australia are announced. We considered a project to award future certificate holders a t-shirt with the slogan “My super power is braille. What's yours?”

7  Accreditation of braille producers working in New Zealand

It was agreed to distribute the accreditation marketing pamphlets with covering letters. Individuals and organisations to target include the 2016 candidates who passed the Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille, Workbridge, Health and Disability Commissioner, Office of the Ombudsman, Human Rights Commission, Office for Disability Issues in the Ministry of Social Development, university disability student advisers, territorial local authorities, Ministry of Civil Defence and Emergency Management.

8  BANZAT Code Maintenance Committee

Maria agreed to email Policy 8 about the treatment of Te Reo Māori in braille to trustees for final signoff by the end of November. Then it should be placed on the website.

Membership of the Code Maintenance Committee was reviewed.

It was resolved:

“That the decision about the membership of the Code Maintenance Committee be taken by email”.

Moved: Maria Stevens. Seconded: Mary Schnackenberg. (Res. 33-4).

9  International Council on English Braille and Australian Braille Authority

Maria reported briefly on a proposed bylaw the Executive Committee is discussing about organisations applying for ICEB membership in a country where the braille authority is already an ICEB member. There is also a proposal for a rule change extending the use of the line indicator to be a column divider in tables.

10  Signage guidelines.

Mary will find out if the Blind Foundation Communications Department has put the revised guidelines on the Blind Foundation website.

11  Website, FaceBook, Twitter, NZ BRL list

A valuable discussion took place about the different audiences for the website, Facebook and Twitter. Chantelle undertook to help but urged us to be very clear about our audiences and messages.

12  Strategic framework for the provision of braille services

Paula, Maria and Mary provided a verbal update on the three meetings that had occurred.

13  Trustee reports

•  Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ (BLENNZ): Jenny McFadden, Natalie Stewart. BLENNZ is being inspected by the Education Review Office. The visual resource centre in Tauranga has moved into new premises.

•  BLENNZ Distance Braille report: Marion Satherley.

•  BLENNZ Music: Wendy Richards. The end of year concert by BLENNZ students will take place at BLENNZ on 19 November. A number of adult braille music readers will attend a two day seminar at BLENNZ in January 2017.

•  Blind Citizens NZ: Paula Waby. The 2016 National Conference was held in Wellington in October.

•  Blind Foundation: Chantelle Griffiths. Braille related technology is being promoted by staff. The NZQA exam papers were despatched the day of the BANZAT meeting. Transcriber Nicholas Wood is leaving AFP to take up an appointment at the RNIB in England. Transcriber Jacqui Loughrin is retiring. BLENNZ immersion students will be visiting AFP to see how braille and tactile graphics are produced.

•  Kāpō Māori: Maria Stevens. Chrissie Cowan and Maria are to meet to discuss ways to increase the learning of braille among Rangatahi.

•  Massey University Postgraduate Diploma in Specialist Teaching Blind and Low Vision: Julia Budd. Nine teachers have completed year 2, and 8 their first year in the course. A further ten teachers are likely to begin their course in 2017.

•  Parents of Vision Impaired NZ Inc.

It was agreed:

That the above reports be received. (Res. 33-5).

14  Schedule of meetings and closure

The meeting dates and venues are listed in Attachment B to these Minutes.

The meeting closed at 2:55pm.

NOTE: These Minutes were confirmed at Meeting 34 on 14 March 2017.

Chairperson Maria Stevens
Date
Attachment A: Correspondence schedule Meeting 33, 1 November 2016

To and from Paula Waby with her amendment to the 14 June Minutes.

From Marion Satherley with her apologies through illness for 1 November meetings.

Income and expenditure:

From and to Paula Waby advising she would not be claiming a reimbursement of taxi fares for the 6 September meeting of BANZAT;

From Charities Services with Newsletters September and October 2016;

From Charities Services with advice of the date and venue of their annual meeting;

From New Zealand Trustees Association with NZTA Estate & Trust Bulletin #132 September 2016;

Email from Inland Revenue with call to action: Trustees In The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust take action, get prepared for improved myIR GST services;

From Alison Tunley, Finance Manager at the Blind Foundation, with an email copy of the same print letter from Inland Revenue;

To Rose Wilkinson with a request for some contribution by Blind Citizens NZ to BANZAT governance training;

From Kieran Bird advertising a seminar on Accounting Basics for Not-for-Profits - Thursday November 10;

See Item 4 above.

Trustee appointments and governance training:

To and from Vincent Naidu arranging the governance training on 1 November;

To and from Tracey O'Sullivan re costs and names for BANZAT lunch on 1 November;

See Item 5 above.

ICEB, ABA and the Round Table:

From Australian Braille Authority with ABA facebook updates for September 2016;

From and to Jordie Howell with condolences from the Australian Braille Authority on the passing of Lisette Wesseling;

From the Round Table Administration with 2017 Round Table Conference - Call for Papers;

From Karen Clark with a flyer about the SPEVI Conference January 2017 in Brisbane;

See Item 9 above.

From Kirsty Ward at Auckland Council enquiring about production of material in braille for the 26 October seminar on universal design, referred to the Blind Foundation.

From and to Robyn Maree Pickens asking about braille producers for her Ph.D. project to produce a book of poems with print and braille on facing pages.

From and to Adele geneva Vukula at Kāpō Māori requesting then supplying by email the Word version of the BANZAT Annual Report.

To and from the Transport and Industrial Relations Committee with submission on braille signs in taxis.

From Richard O'Reilly at the New Zealand Transport Agency re Consultation on Small Passenger Service Rules (braille signs in taxis).

From Áine Kelly-Costello advising her flute recital on 4 November at the School of Music, University of Auckland, forwarded to trustees.

From the ICEVI Secretariat advising that Dr Frances Gentle is the new President of the International Council for Education of People with Visual Impairment.

From the ICEVI Secretariat with Note to Authors - The Educator - January 2017.

Attachment B: Dates

This refers to Item 14 above.

The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Dates for the diary

Saturday, 6 May 2017 to Tuesday, 9 May 2017, Annual Meeting of the Australian Braille Authority followed by Conference of the Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities, Mercure Perth, 10 Irwin Street, Perth.

Wednesday 31 May, advertise for expressions of interest for three vacancies on BANZAT decided on by the appointees of The Seven trustees of the BANZAT founding bodies.

Friday 2 June, send out Agenda for BANZAT Meeting 35 to be held on 13 June

Tuesday 6 June, observers who wish to attend Meeting 35 on 14 June are asked to contact the BANZAT Secretary by this date.

Tuesday 13 June, 12:30pm, BANZAT Meeting 35, Homai Campus BLENNZ, 2 McVilly Road, Manurewa.

Friday 30 June, expressions of interest are due for three vacancies on BANZAT decided on by appointees by The Seven trustees of the BANZAT founding bodies.

Friday 30 June, applications close for accreditation by BANZAT as an individual braille producer working in New Zealand.

Friday 7 July, send out invitations to the BANZAT 2017 AGM to be held on 5 September.

Friday 14 July, raise invoice from BANZAT to Blind Foundation for grant 2017-2018.

Friday 14 July, prepare BANZAT annual accounts for review.

Friday 14 July, raise BANZAT accreditation annual renewal invoices.

Monday 7 August, New Zealand Examiner to issue invitations to sit the 2017 Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille.

Friday 25 August, send out Agendas for BANZAT Meetings 36 and 37 to be held on 5 September.

Tuesday 29 August, observers who wish to attend either Meeting 36 or Meeting 37 the AGM on 5 September are asked to contact the BANZAT Secretary by this date.

Monday 4 September, applications close to sit the 2017 Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille.

Tuesday 5 September, 12:30pm, BANZAT Meeting 36, followed at 3:00pm by Seventh Annual General Meeting 37, Board Room, Āwhina House, Blind Foundation, 4 Maunsell Road, Parnell.

Friday 20 October, send out agenda for BANZAT Meeting 38 to be held on 7 November 2017.

Tuesday 24 October, observers who wish to attend Meeting 38 on 7 November are asked to contact the BANZAT Secretary by this date.

Tuesday 7 November 2017, 12:30pm, BANZAT Meeting 38, Homai Campus BLENNZ, 2 McVilly Road, Manurewa.

Sunday 31 December 2017, BANZAT annual return is due to Charities Services, Department of Internal Affairs, New Zealand Government.

Thursday 4 January 2018, 4 January 1809, birthday of Louis Braille.

Historic dates

1989, The Braille Authority of New Zealand was established.

1994, The Royal New Zealand Foundation for the Blind became an associate member of the Braille Authority of North America. In 2016 BANZAT did not seek ongoing associate membership for financial reasons.

29 November 2005, New Zealand adopted Unified English Braille by unanimous resolution of the Braille Authority of New Zealand.

10 August 2010, Meeting 1 of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT).

13 September 2011, Meeting 7, BANZAT first Annual General Meeting.

18 September 2012, Meeting 12, BANZAT second Annual General Meeting.

17 September 2013, Meeting 17, BANZAT third Annual General Meeting and launch of the Hall of Honour.

9 September 2014, Meeting 22, BANZAT Fourth Annual General Meeting.

30 June 2015, the first round of applications closed for accreditation as an individual braille producer working in New Zealand.

8 September 2015, Meeting 27, BANZAT Fifth Annual General Meeting, with announcement of the accreditation framework for braille producers working in New Zealand.

6 September 2016, Meeting 32, BANZAT Sixth Annual General Meeting, with launch of pamphlet “Braille Producer Accreditation Information”.


