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The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Confirmed Minutes of Meeting 36 of The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust, held in the Board Room, Awhina House, Blind Foundation, 545 Parnell Road, Parnell, on Tuesday 5 September 2017 at 12:37pm.

1  Welcome, attendees, apologies

Chairman Maria Stevens welcomed everyone to the meeting. In particular she welcomed Peter McGlinchey, joining BANZAT for the first time as the appointee of the Blind Foundation succeeding Lisette Wesseling.

Maria reviewed evacuation procedures and began the roll call.

	Name
	Appointed by
	Term Expires

	Trustees
	
	

	Rev. Dr Julia Budd
	The Seven
	2018

	Chantelle Griffiths
	Blind Foundation
	2018

	Jenny McFadden
	BLENNZ
	2020

	Peter McGlinchey
	Blind Foundation
	2019

	Wendy Richards
	The Seven
	2020

	Marion Satherley
	The Seven
	2017

	Mary Schnackenberg, Secretary/Treasurer
	The Seven
	2020

	Maria Stevens, Chairperson
	Kāpō Māori
	2019

	Natalie Stewart
	BLENNZ
	2019

	Vacancy
	Parents of Vision Impaired
	2018

	Paula Waby
	Blind Citizens NZ
	2018


2  Minutes

2.1  Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting 35 held on 13 June 2017.

It was resolved:

That the Minutes of Meeting 35 of The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust held on Tuesday 13 June 2017 be confirmed, subject to an amendment concerning the Onkyo Essay competition which should read: Paula said she had not been told that any entries had been received.

Moved: Wendy Richards. Seconded: Natalie Stewart. (Res. 36-1).

2.2  Matters arising from Minutes not listed elsewhere in the Agenda

No matters were raised.

3  Correspondence 

The Secretary went through the items of correspondence received or sent since the circulation of the Agenda on 25 August 2017. The full Correspondence Schedule is in Attachment A to these Minutes.

It was agreed:

That inwards correspondence be received and outwards correspondence endorsed. (Res. 36-2).

4  Finance 

Bank transactions

The table below shows BANZAT's ASB Bank account transactions since the last meeting. Figures include GST except for international currency transactions which are exempt GST.

	Date
	Description
	Amount

	
	ASB Bank account transactions
	

	13/06/2017
	Opening balance ASB Bank account
	$13,645.58

	30/06/2017
	To Paula Waby, taxis 13 June meeting
	$70.80

	21/07/2017
	To Massey University, Julia Budd 13 June meeting air fares Palmerston North-Auckland-return and rental car
	$405.44

	25/07/2017
	To A I Comms, administration May-June
	$500.25

	03/08/2017
	To Paula Waby, 5 September meeting air faresDunedin-Auckland-return
	$346.00

	03/08/2017
	To A I Comms, administration June and website development
	$1,259.25

	04/08/2017
	To A I Comms, administration July
	$368.00

	10/08/2017
	Deposit from RNZFB, running costs 2017-2018
	+$9,545.00

	20/08/2017
	Deposit from A I Comms, accreditation renewal annual fee, Mary Schnackenberg
	+$57.50

	13/09/2017
	Closing balance ASB Bank account
	$20,298.34

	
	Made up of
	

	13/09/2017
	The St Anne's Trust for the North Shore Sight Impaired Fund, prizes braille reading competitions for children
	$3,000.00

	13/09/2017
	General funds
	$17,298.34


Commentary – Mary Schnackenberg

The Blind Foundation's Finance Manager, Nadine Baker, has agreed to review our accounts. I delivered the folder to her on 21 August. It contained the Annual Performance Report including the accounts together with with the supporting paperwork.

On 29 August 2017 Ms Baker wrote: “I have reviewed the financial statements and found these to be materially correct.” She also provided a revised Statement of Cash Flows which has been incorporated into the Annual Performance Report and distributed to trustees. The Performance Report, subject to approval by the trustees, is now ready for filing with Charities Services.

You will see in the table above that there are two new rows below the closing balance of the ASB Bank transactions. One shows the amount of money BANZAT has to spend on general purposes. The other row is about the $3,000.00 in the St Anne's Trust donation which can be spent solely on prizes for braille competitions for students.

I ask trustees to consider a reasonable timeframe in which the money will be expensed after which the fund will be closed. May I suggest a five to ten year timeframe at maximum.

It was resolved:

That the Treasurer's report be received, payments approved and the Performance Report for the year ending 30 June 2017 be adopted and filed with Charities Services.

Moved: Mary Schnackenberg. Seconded: Marion Satherley. (Res. 36-3).

5  BANZAT Strategy Report Back

The activities for follow up by trustees were agreed at the March 2017 meeting:

•  Digital engagement and communications strategy; Chantelle and Paula. Paula has sent documentation but chantelle has not advanced this.

•  ICEB and BANZAT general running costs; Mary. Built into the document for the Blind Foundation to be discussed later in this meeting.

•  Running costs and likely numbers of the Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in UEB annual examination; Maria and Marion have completed their work. Built into the document for the Blind Foundation to be discussed later in this meeting.

•  Training programme for the accreditation of braille producers working in New Zealand; Mary and Wendy. Mary has not progressed work on this.

•  Braille Day & BLENNZ competition; Jenny/Julia/Natalie. Suggested publicity date is 2018 World Literacy Day on Friday 7 September. Paula has contacted the Department of Conservation about the possibility of a spotted Kiwi being the braille literacy promotion campaign logo. Wendy will approach her graphic artist son.

The draft of the case to the Blind Foundation for an increase to the annual grant to BANZAT was discussed. Several refinements were suggested.

It was resolved:

That the draft with refinements raised be noted;

that Mary revise and recirculate the draft for any further amendments by trustees;

that the corrected draft be submitted to Karen Stobbs for her input; and

that Karen's feedback be discussed at the November meeting of BANZAT.

Moved: Wendy Richards. Seconded: Maria Stevens. (Res. 36-4).

6  Trustee appointments

•  BLENNZ has reappointed Jenny McFadden to serve until 2020.

•  The Blind Foundation has appointed Peter McGlinchey to succeed Lisette Wesseling whose term expired in 2019. Peter has taken his place as a trustee with immediate effect.

•  The trustees appointed by the founding bodies discussed the two expressions of interest received for the three vacancies. In 2018 a further vacancy will occur among the additional trustees and the unfilled position from 2017 could be readvertised.

It was resolved:

That trustees reappoint Wendy Richards and Mary Schnackenberg to serve until 2020, and accept with real regret the resignation of Marion Satherley who has served since BANZAT was founded in 2010.

Moved: Maria Stevens. Seconded: Jenny McFadden. (Res. 36-5).

Further discussion was held about seeking a representative to fill the vacant position appointed by Parents of vision Impaired. We agreed we should all think about this, especially the BLENNZ trustees.

7  Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille

In her role as New Zealand Examiner for the certificate, Maria reported that applications to sit the 2017 examination closed on Monday 4 September. 11 applications have been received.

8  Accreditation of braille producers working in New Zealand

The distribution of the marketing pamphlet, promotion to potential accreditation candidates, and funding the course to train transcribers to use Duxbury's Swift program are on hold while we work on several other initiatives.

9  BANZAT Code Maintenance Committee

This committee continues to consider discussions on the ICEB email groups. The update of the Technical Guidelines continues. Results from the apostrophe survey will be revisited at the next ICEB Executive Committee teleconference in November.

10  International Council on English Braille and Australian Braille Authority

The ICEB Bylaws Committee continues to refine the processes around developing Bylaws.

11  Accessible Signage guidelines.

Maria reported that the updated signage guidelines are now on the Blind Foundation website.

12  Website, FaceBook, Twitter, NZ BRL list

Chantelle, Paula, Wendy and Mary provided updates.

We were encouraged to work on regular updates. Intermittent updates means followers are less likely to check for changes.

13  Strategic framework for the provision of braille services

This has not come back to us since the 11 July meeting of the Blind Citizens NZ group working on the framework.

14  Braille labels in taxis

The Land Transport Amendment Bill was passed into law in August. Despite our submission and those of several others, the Act removes the requirement for braille labels in taxis with effect from 1 October 2017. However the Minister of Transport, Hon. Simon Bridges, has told a blind inquirer that larger taxi companies have told him the labels have a benefit and they will retain them. Mary said she believes this will occur only if regional councils require braille labels as part of their total mobility taxi contracts.

15  Braille Awareness Coordinator.

Maria advised that Chantelle Griffiths has been appointed to this role, succeeding Lisette Wesseling, with a starting date of 13 September.

16  Poor quality of braille newsletter from Dunedin Regional Office

The newsletter originally complained about has not been passed to Maria. Another newsletter has come out from the same office. Although the braille was improved, some pages were bound upside down.

17  September AGM preparations

We have had replies from 27 attendees.

Trustees worked through the Performance Report and agreed who would read which sections of it.

18  Trustee reports

•  Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ (BLENNZ): Jenny McFadden, Natalie Stewart. A large group of students attended an audio described performance by the Royal New Zealand Ballet of the first act of Romeo and Juliet. This was the first audio described ballet in New Zealand. It was very successful and marks another step on the way of building an audience for the performing arts among young blind and low vision people.

•  BLENNZ Distance Braille report: Marion Satherley.

•  BLENNZ Music: Wendy Richards. The adult braille music retreat is planned to be held once every two years in January at BLENNZ. The next one is due in 2019.

•  Blind Citizens NZ: Paula Waby.

•  Blind Foundation: Chantelle Griffiths, Peter McGlinchey.

•  Kāpō Māori: Maria Stevens. Their biennial hui is the weekend of 8-10 September.

•  Massey University Postgraduate Diploma in Specialist Teaching Blind and Low Vision: Julia Budd. The course continues for resource teachers vision. In addition there is one masters and one PhD student.

•  Parents of Vision Impaired NZ Inc.

It was agreed:

That the above reports be received. (Res. 36-6).

19  New business

There was discussion of comments on the braillists' discussions group about the possibility of a survey of New Zealand braille readers.

The braille library has advised users the collection is being weeded. The wish is to move to “braille on demand”. The driver is to reduce the space taken up by the collection, in particular by titles that are not being borrowed.

20  Schedule of meetings and closure

The meeting dates and venues are listed in Attachment B to these Minutes.

The meeting closed at 2:34pm.

NOTE: These Minutes were confirmed at Meeting 38 on 7 November 2017.

Chairperson Maria Stevens
Date
Attachment A: Correspondence schedule Meeting 36, 5 September 2017

To BANZAT group with Unconfirmed Minutes for Meeting 35 on 13 June 2017, and Confirmed Minutes for Meeting 34 on 14 March 2017.

Income and expenditure:

From Charities Services, Blog - Upcoming Election - things to think about as a charity;

See Item 4 above.

Trustee appointments

Expressions of interest from Wendy Richards and Mary Schnackenberg, acknowledged by the Chair;

From and to Karen Stobbs advising the reappointment of Jenny McFadden to BLENNZ;

From and to Sandra Budd advising the appointment of Peter McGlinchey as a BANZAT trustee to succeed Lisette Wesseling;

See Item 6 above.

ICEB, ABA and the Round Table:

From ICEB with a survey on the apostrophe;

From ICEB with preliminary Report on Results of Apostrophe Survey;

From ICEB with approval of the new symbol for triple vertical bar;

From Maria Stevens with her report on her attendance at the Australian Braille Authority Annual Meeting and the Round Table in Perth in May 2017;

From the ABA with ABA Facebook Updates for June, July and August 2017;

From the Round Table, advising that the 2018 Round Table Conference will be held from Saturday, 5 May 2018 to Tuesday, 8 May 2018, at Rydges Sydney Central, 28 Albion Street, Surry Hills 2010.

See Item 10 above.

Website, FaceBook, Twitter, NZ BRL list:

From and to Terri McElroy seeking the password for protected word version of UEB manual, which was supplied;

From and to Viv Oliver re a problem opening the Hitchhiker's Guide .brf file on the website;

See Item 12 above.

From the Hon Jacqui Dean advising the government's decision to join the Marrakesh Treaty;

To 60 individuals inviting them to the BANZAT AGM on 5 September, with 27 acceptances and 8 apologies;

Attachment B: Dates

This refers to Item 20 above.

The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Dates for the diary

31 December 2017, BANZAT annual return is due to Charities Services, Department of Internal Affairs, New Zealand Government.

4 January 2018, 4 January 1809, birthday of Louis Braille.

10-11 February 2018, 20th Retina International World congress, Auckland, New Zealand.

13 March 2018, 12:30pm, BANZAT Meeting 39, Awhina House, 4 Maunsell Road, Parnell.

5 May 2018 – 8 May 2018, Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities, Rydges Sydney Central, 28 Albion Street, Surry Hills 2010

12 June 2018, 12:30pm, BANZAT Meeting 40, Homai Campus BLENNZ, 2 McVilly Road, Manurewa.

7 September 2018, observe braille events for World Literacy Day which falls on Saturday 8 September.

11 September 2018, 12:30pm, BANZAT meeting 41, followed by Annual General Meeting 42, Awhina House, 4 Maunsell Road, Parnell.

6 November, 2018, 12:30pm, BANZAT Meeting 43, Homai Campus, BLENNZ, 2 McVilly Road, Manurewa.

Historic dates

1989, The Braille Authority of New Zealand was established.

1994, The Royal New Zealand Foundation for the Blind became an associate member of the Braille Authority of North America. In 2016 BANZAT did not seek ongoing associate membership for financial reasons.

29 November 2005, New Zealand adopted Unified English Braille by unanimous resolution of the Braille Authority of New Zealand.

10 August 2010, Meeting 1 of The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT).

13 September 2011, Meeting 7, BANZAT first Annual General Meeting.

18 September 2012, Meeting 12, BANZAT second Annual General Meeting.

17 September 2013, Meeting 17, BANZAT third Annual General Meeting and launch of the Hall of Honour.

9 September 2014, Meeting 22, BANZAT Fourth Annual General Meeting.

30 June 2015, the first round of applications closed for accreditation as an individual braille producer working in New Zealand.

8 September 2015, Meeting 27, BANZAT Fifth Annual General Meeting, with announcement of the accreditation framework for braille producers working in New Zealand.

6 September 2016, Meeting 32, BANZAT Sixth Annual General Meeting, with launch of pamphlet “Braille Producer Accreditation Information”.

5 September 2017, Meeting 37, BANZAT Seventh Annual General Meeting, with Annual Performance Report complying with substantially revised requirements of Charities Services.


