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The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Confirmed Minutes of Meeting 37 of The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust, the seventh Annual General Meeting, held in the Board Room, Awhina House, Blind Foundation, 4 Maunsell Road, Parnell, on Tuesday 5 September 2017, commencing at 3:00pm

1  Welcome, attendees, apologies

The Chair, Maria Stevens, welcomed everyone to the seventh Annual General Meeting of the Trust. Maria went through the evacuation procedures. She invited trustees to introduce themselves, explaining their backgrounds and who had appointed them. She then invited observers to introduce themselves. She also called for apologies.

	Name
	Appointed by
	Term Expires

	Trustees
	
	

	Rev. Dr Julia Budd
	The Seven
	2018

	Chantelle Griffiths
	Blind Foundation
	2018

	Jenny McFadden
	BLENNZ
	2020

	Peter McGlinchey
	Blind Foundation
	2019

	Wendy Richards
	The Seven
	2020

	Marion Satherley
	The Seven
	2017

	Mary Schnackenberg, Secretary/Treasurer
	The Seven
	2020

	Maria Stevens, Chairperson
	Kāpō Māori
	2019

	Natalie Stewart
	BLENNZ
	2019

	Vacancy
	Parents of Vision Impaired
	2018

	Paula Waby
	Blind Citizens NZ
	2018


	Name
	Organisation

	Observers
	

	Martine Abel-Williamson
	Auckland Council, Blind Citizens NZ

	Philip Miles
	Auckland Libraries Digital Solutions Lead

	John Lambert
	AUT

	Sandra Budd
	Blind Foundation Chief Executive

	Norman Evans
	Blind Foundation

	Peter Hoskin
	Blind Foundation Board of Directors


	Name
	Organisation

	Observers Contd.
	

	Richard Hoskin
	Blind Foundation, Chair Board of Directors

	Neil Jarvis
	Blind Foundation

	Clive Lansink
	Blind Foundation Board of directors

	Nicola Owen
	Blind Foundation Board of Directors

	Julie Woods
	Blind Foundation Braille Ambassador

	Paul Brown
	Office of the Ombudsman, former BANZAT Trustee,

	Simon Latimer
	Office of the Ombudsman

	Brian Stanney
	University of Auckland

	Tewai Halatau
	Vision Pacific

	Latoa Halatau
	Vision Pacific

	Apologies
	

	Dr Greg Morgan
	Auckland Libraries

	Steve Bellamy
	BLENNZ former BANZAT Trustee

	Karen Plimmer
	Blind Foundation former BANZAT Trustee,

	Janet Reynolds
	former BANZAT trustee

	Raeleen Smith
	former BANZAT Trustee

	Nathaniel Louwrens
	BLENNZ Board of Trustees

	Karen Stobbs
	BLENNZ Principal

	Dr Jonathan Godfrey
	Blind Citizens NZ National President

	Rose Wilkinson
	Blind Citizens NZ Executive Officer

	Nadine Baker
	Blind FoundationFinance Manager

	Genna Saifiti
	Blind Foundation

	Philip Turner
	Blind Foundation

	David Gower
	Braille Signs Ltd

	Rose Wall
	Health and Disability Commissioner

	Chrissie Cowan
	Kāpō Māori Executive Officer

	Saroja Casinader
	Ministry of Education

	Brian Coffey
	Office for Disability Issues Director

	David Heather
	Parents of Vision Impaired Executive Officer


Apologies were accepted by agreement.

Chair Maria thanked Marion Satherley for her service on BANZAT since 2010. Marion is stepping down with effect from the close of the AGM.

2  In memoriam

Members stood in silence to honour those in the braille community who have passed away in the last 12 months. Particular mention was made of braille users Lisette Wesseling and Marcel Oats and braille transcriber Janine Wright.

3  Minutes

3.1  Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting 32, the sixth Annual General Meeting, held on 6 September 2016.

It was resolved:

That the Minutes of Meeting 32, the sixth Annual General Meeting of The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust held on Tuesday 6 September 2016 be confirmed.

Moved: Paula Waby. Seconded: Jenny McFadden. (Res. 37-1).

3.2  Matters arising from Minutes not listed elsewhere in the Agenda

No matters were raised.

4  Annual Performance Report with Financial Statements

The Chair, Maria Stevens, introduced the Annual Performance Report. Other trustees read sections. Treasurer Mary Schnackenberg presented the financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2017 which are included in the Annual Performance Report.

It was resolved:

That the Annual Performance Report, including the financial statements, of The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust for the year ending 30 June 2017 be adopted.

Moved: Mary Schnackenberg. Seconded: Wendy Richards. (Res. 37-2).

5  Election of officers

At 3:26pm Maria Stevens stepped down from the Chair and invited Wendy Richards to conduct the elections for the position of BANZAT Chair.

Wendy called for nominations for the role of Chair. Maria Stevens was moved by Natalie Stewart, seconded by Marion Satherley. As there were no further nominations, Maria was declared the Chair for the 2017-2018 year.

Maria thanked the trustees for their ongoing confidence in her. She also especially thanked the out-of-Auckland trustees for their efforts to minimise costs of travel to and from meetings.

At 3:27pm Maria assumed the Chair.

Maria called for nominations for the role of Secretary-Treasurer. Wendy Richards moved and Jenny McFadden seconded that Mary Schnackenberg be the Secretary-Treasurer. As there were no further nominations, Mary was declared elected.

6  Cheque signatories

The cheque signatories for the ASB Bank accounts held by BANZAT have to be reviewed and appointed at the AGM. Three signatories are required, two of whom approve each payment. Currently the signatories are: Jenny McFadden, Natalie Stewart and Mary Schnackenberg.

It was resolved:

That the cheque signatories for BANZAT bank accounts for the 2017-2018 year be Jenny McFadden, Natalie Stewart and Mary Schnackenberg.

Moved: Maria Stevens. Seconded: Julia Budd. (Res. 37-3).

7  New business

In her role as Treasurer of the World Blind Union, Martine Abel-Williamson drew the meeting's attention to the just-released four-year plan of the World Braille Council. She said the focus is on braille in developing countries, the Louis Braille house in his birthplace at Coupvray in France, and new braille technology. Martine undertook to send us the plan.

Julie Woods asked about the braille reading competition for children. We are working on tying this in with the 2018 World Braille Literacy Day on 7 September. Julie asked about the possibility of a braille reading competition for adults. We explained our special fund is explicitly for competitions for children.

Paul Brown encouraged advocacy to taxi firms to retain braille signs. Where possible he recommended we should influence regional local authorities to include braille signs as part of their Total Mobility taxi contracts.

8  Vote of thanks and Closure

Maria thanked all attendees. Guests and trustees were invited to stay for refreshments.

The meeting closed at 3:38pm.
Note: These Minutes were confirmed at the Eighth Annual General Meeting held on 11 September 2018.
Chairperson Maria Stevens
Date

