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The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Confirmed Minutes of Meeting 38 of The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust, held at the Homai Campus of Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ (BLENNZ), 2 McVilly Road, Manurewa, on Tuesday 7 November 2017 at 12:30pm.

1  Welcome, attendees, apologies

Chairman Maria Stevens welcomed everyone to the meeting. Maria reviewed evacuation procedures and began the roll call.

	Name
	Appointed by
	Term Expires

	Trustees
	
	

	Rev. Dr Julia Budd
	The Seven
	2018

	Chantelle Griffiths
	Blind Foundation
	2018

	Jenny McFadden
	BLENNZ
	2020

	Wendy Richards
	The Seven
	2020

	Mary Schnackenberg, Secretary/Treasurer
	The Seven
	2020

	Maria Stevens, Chairperson
	Kāpō Māori
	2019

	Vacancy
	Parents of Vision Impaired
	2018

	Vacancy
	The Seven
	2020

	Paula Waby
	Blind Citizens NZ
	2018

	Observers
	
	

	None
	
	

	Apologies
	
	

	Peter McGlinchey
	Blind Foundation
	2019

	Natalie Stewart
	BLENNZ
	2019


2  Minutes

2.1  Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting 36 held on 5 September 2017.

It was resolved:

That the Minutes of Meeting 36 of The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust held on Tuesday 5 September 2017 be confirmed, subject to correcting the sentence “The adult braille music seminar is planned to be held once every two years in January at BLENNZ” to read, “The adult braille music retreat is planned to be held once every two years in January at BLENNZ”.

Moved: Wendy Richards. Seconded: Jenny McFadden. (Res. 38-1).

2.2  Matters arising from Minutes not listed elsewhere in the Agenda

Following discussion about not yet having received the updated version of the Strategic framework for the provision of braille services:

It was agreed:

That the Secretary write to the Executive Officer of Blind Citizens NZ, with copy to the National President, seeking the updated version of the Strategic framework for the provision of braille services. (Res. 38-2).

3  Correspondence 

The Secretary went through the items of correspondence received or sent since the circulation of the Agenda on 27 October 2017. The full Correspondence Schedule is in Attachment A to these Minutes.

It was agreed:

That inwards correspondence be received and outwards correspondence endorsed. (Res. 38-3).

4  Finance 

Bank transactions

The table below shows BANZAT's ASB Bank account transactions since the last meeting. Figures include GST except for international currency transactions which are exempt GST.

	Date
	Description
	Amount

	
	ASB Bank account transactions
	

	05/09/2017
	Opening balance ASB Bank account
	$20,298.34

	20/09/2017
	To Paula Waby, air fares 7 November meeting
	$178.00

	20/09/2017
	To A I Comms, invoice 20170831/3, August administration
	$1,178.75

	20/09/2017
	To Maria Stevens, catering 5 September AGM
	$31.86

	23/09/2017
	To Blind Citizens NZ Auckland Branch, invoice i170916, Wine 5 September AGM
	$60.00

	30/09/2017
	To Peter McGlinchey, taxis 5 September meetings
	$89.00

	28/10/2017
	To Inland Revenue, GST from 1 April 2017 to 30 September 2017
	$442.62

	28/10/2017
	To Paula Waby, 5 September meetings taxis
	$159.60

	28/10/2017
	To Massey University, 5 September meetings, Julia Budd return flights and rental car
	$307.85

	04/11/2017
	To A I Comms, September administration, invoice 20170930/2
	$486.39

	07/11/2017
	Closing balance ASB Bank account
	$17,364.27

	
	Made up of
	

	07/11/2017
	The St Anne's Trust for the North Shore Sight Impaired Fund, prizes braille reading competitions for children
	$3,000.00

	07/11/2017
	General funds
	$14,364.27


Commentary – Mary Schnackenberg

•  Admin costs are high because the Performance Report was this year completed in August prior to the AGM allowing enough time for all the details to be reviewed by the Blind Foundation Finance Manager. Higher admin expenditure against budget is just a timing issue.

•  Auckland Transport and Environment Canterbury sorted out the overcharging of Peter McGlinchey for his Auckland taxi when the driver was unable to accept his total mobility card. Environment Canterbury has issued him with a new TM card that should work in Auckland taxis.

•  The October GST liability payment to Inland Revenue is down this year compared with last year because we've spent more money.

Mary asked for permission to investigate if BANZAT could open its own TaxiCharge account. Although there is an 8% administration fee on each TaxiCharge transaction we are often paying this on TaxiCharge accounts used by our trustees. If we could operate our own account it would save the time and trouble of trustees and the Treasurer managing reimbursement claims. Following discussion:

It was resolved:

That the Treasurer's report be received, payments approved; and

that the Treasurer be authorised to investigate and, if feasible, open a TaxiCharge account for BANZAT.

Moved: Mary Schnackenberg. Seconded: Wendy Richards. (Res. 38-4).

5  BANZAT Strategy Report Back

The activities for follow up by trustees agreed in March 2017 were reviewed:

•  Digital engagement and communications strategy; Chantelle and Paula. Chantelle has sent through a document to Wendy and Paula which will be shared after brainstorming. The Blindness Education Sector Forum might be a suitable place for BANZAT to raise its profile and seek support for its work. We were advised that the next meeting of the forum is in February.

•  ICEB and BANZAT general running costs: this is contained in the Blind Foundation increase grant case.

•  Running costs and likely numbers of candidates for the Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in UEB annual examination: this is contained in the Blind Foundation increase grant case.

•  Training programme for the accreditation of braille producers working in New Zealand; Mary and Wendy: Chantelle, in her role as Braille Awareness Co-ordinator, is considering Blind Foundation staff training in the use of Duxbury Swift. Chantelle undertook to consider including participants in the training who are not members of the Blind Foundation staff.

•  Braille Day & BLENNZ competition; Jenny/Julia/Natalie: Jenny and Julia reported on their meeting. Their goal was to run a promotion in schools in 2018 leading up to Friday 7 September, one day prior to World Literacy Day, that would be small, inexpensive and easy to run. Gain support from the Blind Foundation, BLENNZ, the Department of Conservation, and Literacy Aotearoa. Friday 7 September could be the braille day for schools. A package of existing resources could be made available online. Promote this through a letter to schools with links to activities and resources. Several websites were mentioned. It was agreed to promote this to resource teachers vision at their January 2018 conference at BLENNZ. It was agreed that Paula would liaise with the Department of Conservation about a prize to visit a kiwi. Wendy would work on a logo with her son and a jingle with Perkins brailler sounds ideally to be composed using the Braille Music Editor software. Julia undertook to draft the letter to schools.

6  Trustee appointments

A parent of a music school student has shown an interest in becoming involved with BANZAT. He has been put in touch with David Heather, the Executive Officer of PVI.

7  Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille

In her role as New Zealand Examiner for the certificate, Maria reported that 11 candidates sat the exam, nine passed, and two were unsuccessful. Maria had heard 20 sat the exam in Australia but results have not yet been exchanged.

The New Zealand UEB Manual has been updated. It will be put up on the website shortly.

Maria and Lee Fung want to broaden the number of those involved with marking the exam papers.

8  Accreditation of braille producers working in New Zealand

Progress is awaiting developments in the BANZAT strategy work.

9  BANZAT Code Maintenance Committee

Each November we review the membership of the Code Maintenance Committee. The members agreed in November 2016 were Maria Stevens (Chair), Julia Budd, Chantelle Griffiths, Jenny McFadden, Shirley Robinson, Marion Satherley, Paula Waby (res. 34-4).

The committee does need to discuss the apostrophe/single quote issue currently under review by ICEB.

10  International Council on English Braille and Australian Braille Authority

Maria has submitted a case to the Blind Foundation for funding for her to attend the ICEB Mid-Term Executive Committee meeting taking place in Dublin next April. She has not received any acknowledgement at this stage. Following discussion:

It was resolved:

That if Blind Foundation funding is not available, BANZAT funds attendance of Maria Stevens at the ICEB Executive Committee meeting in Dublin in April 2018, approximately $7,000.00.

Moved: Mary Schnackenberg. Seconded: Julia Budd. (Res. 38-5).

11  Accessible Signage guidelines.

Terminology in the Signage Guidelines is being brought into line with Australian standards. This applies to the visual component and does not affect the braille standards.

12  Website, FaceBook, Twitter, NZ BRL list

Chantelle is running a seven day braille challenge on the BANZAT Facebook page. She asked if a blog could be added to the website and Mary undertook to investigate this possibility.

13  Strategic framework for the provision of braille services

There have been no developments since the group last met on 11 July.

14  Braille Survey.

Following discussion of a draft survey provided by Keith Gordon forwarded by Maria:

It was agreed:

That a letter setting out BANZAT's position regarding the survey be sent to Keith Gordon. (Res. 38-6).

15  Sample of poor quality braille

Mary passed around an example of very poor braille. Another braille reader had received the braille from the Human Rights Commission. Accessible Format Production at the Blind Foundation has also produced the document.

It was agreed:

That BANZAT write to the Human Rights Commission offering to assist them to cull poor quality braille from their collection and replace it with material produced by the Blind Foundation or other accredited producers. (Res. 38-7).

16  Trustee reports

•  Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ (BLENNZ): Jenny McFadden, Natalie Stewart.

•  BLENNZ Music: Wendy Richards.

•  Blind Citizens NZ: Paula Waby.

•  Blind Foundation: Chantelle Griffiths, Peter McGlinchey. Maria updated the meeting on staff changes in Accessible Format Production, reporting AFP has been very busy with examination papers and Blind Foundation Constitution and governance materials.

•  Kāpō Māori: Maria Stevens.

•  Massey University Postgraduate Diploma in Specialist Teaching Blind and Low Vision: Julia Budd.

•  Parents of Vision Impaired NZ Inc.

It was agreed:

That the above written and verbal reports be received. (Res. 38-8).

17  New business

Jenny is putting together some book boxes of print with braille and toys.

18  Schedule of meetings and closure

The proposed meeting dates and venues for 2018 were discussed. Mary was asked to bring back a schedule of dates for the third Tuesday of March, June, September and November.

Note: since the 7 November meeting trustees have agreed the 2018 schedule by email. Dates are listed in Attachment B to these Minutes.

The meeting closed at 2:46pm.

NOTE: These Minutes were confirmed at Meeting 39 on 13 March 2018.

Chairperson Maria Stevens
Date
Attachment A: Correspondence schedule Meeting 38, 7 November 2017

To BANZAT group with Unconfirmed Minutes for Meeting 36 on 5 September 2017, and Confirmed Minutes for Meeting 35 on 13 June 2017; unconfirmed Minutes for Meeting 37, the AGM, on 5 September 2017, and confirmed Minutes for Meeting 32, the AGM, on 6 September 2016.

From Pete McGlinchey with his apology for 7 the November meeting.

Income and expenditure:

From Charities Services with invitation to Charities Services Annual Meeting in Wellington on 2 November;

From Accounting for Charities Trust inviting us to their workshop on financial management for community groups in Onehunga on Friday 10 November 2017 which costs $45;

See Item 4 above.

ICEB, ABA and the Round Table:

From the Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities with the call for papers for the May 2018 Conference in Sydney;

From the Australian Braille Authority with the ABA facebook updates for September 2017;

From Martine Abel forwarding the plan of work of the World Braille Council;

See Item 10 above.

From Maria Stevens forwarding information from Keith Gordon about the proposed braille survey: see Item 14 above.

Attachment B: Dates

This refers to Item 18 above.

The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Dates for the diary

31 December 2017, BANZAT annual return is due to Charities Services, Department of Internal Affairs, New Zealand Government.

4 January 2018, 4 January 1809, birthday of Louis Braille.

10-11 February 2018, 20th Retina International World congress, Auckland, New Zealand.

13 March 2018, 12:30pm, BANZAT Meeting 39, Awhina House, 4 Maunsell Road, Parnell.

5 May 2018 – 8 May 2018, Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities, Rydges Sydney Central, 28 Albion Street, Surry Hills 2010

12 June 2018, 12:30pm, BANZAT Meeting 40, Homai Campus BLENNZ, 2 McVilly Road, Manurewa.

7 September 2018, observe braille events for World Literacy Day which falls on Saturday 8 September.

11 September 2018, 12:30pm, BANZAT meeting 41, followed by Annual General Meeting 42, Awhina House, 4 Maunsell Road, Parnell.

6 November, 2018, 12:30pm, BANZAT Meeting 43, Homai Campus, BLENNZ, 2 McVilly Road, Manurewa.

Historic dates

1989, The Braille Authority of New Zealand was established.

1994, The Royal New Zealand Foundation for the Blind became an associate member of the Braille Authority of North America. In 2016 BANZAT did not seek ongoing associate membership for financial reasons.

29 November 2005, New Zealand adopted Unified English Braille by unanimous resolution of the Braille Authority of New Zealand.

10 August 2010, Meeting 1 of The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT).

13 September 2011, Meeting 7, BANZAT first Annual General Meeting.

18 September 2012, Meeting 12, BANZAT second Annual General Meeting.

17 September 2013, Meeting 17, BANZAT third Annual General Meeting and launch of the Hall of Honour.

9 September 2014, Meeting 22, BANZAT Fourth Annual General Meeting.

30 June 2015, the first round of applications closed for accreditation as an individual braille producer working in New Zealand.

8 September 2015, Meeting 27, BANZAT Fifth Annual General Meeting, with announcement of the accreditation framework for braille producers working in New Zealand.

6 September 2016, Meeting 32, BANZAT Sixth Annual General Meeting, with launch of pamphlet “Braille Producer Accreditation Information”.

5 September 2017, Meeting 37, BANZAT Seventh Annual General Meeting, with Annual Performance Report complying with substantially revised requirements of Charities Services.


