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The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Confirmed Minutes of Meeting 39 of The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust, held in the Board Room, Awhina House, Blind Foundation, 4 Maunsell Road, Parnell, on Tuesday 13 March 2018 at 12:37pm.

1  Welcome, attendees, apologies

Chair Maria Stevens welcomed everyone to the meeting. Maria reviewed the evacuation procedures and began the roll call.

	Name
	Appointed by
	Term Expires

	Trustees
	
	

	Rev. Dr Julia Budd
	The Seven
	2018

	Chantelle Griffiths
	Blind Foundation
	2018

	Jenny McFadden
	BLENNZ
	2020

	Peter McGlinchey
	Blind Foundation
	2019

	Wendy Richards
	The Seven
	2020

	Mary Schnackenberg, Secretary/Treasurer
	The Seven
	2020

	Maria Stevens, Chairperson
	Kāpō Māori
	2019

	Natalie Stewart
	BLENNZ
	2019

	Paula Waby
	Blind Citizens NZ
	2018

	Vacancies
	
	

	Vacancy
	Parents of Vision Impaired
	2018

	Vacancy (formerly Marion Satherley)
	The Seven
	2020

	Observers
	
	

	Leyna Coleman, Proofreader, Accessible Format Service
	
	

	Fozia Mannon, Producer, Accessible Format Service
	
	

	Apologies
	
	


2  Minutes

2.1  Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting 38 held on 7 November 2017.

It was resolved:

That the Minutes of Meeting 38 of The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust held on Tuesday 7 November 2017 be confirmed.

Moved: Wendy Richards. Seconded: Jenny McFadden. (Res. 39-1).

2.2  Matters arising from Minutes not listed elsewhere in the Agenda

No matters were raised.

3  Correspondence 

The Secretary went through the items of correspondence received or sent since the circulation of the Agenda on 2 March 2018. The full Correspondence Schedule is in Attachment A to these Minutes.

It was agreed:

That inwards correspondence be received and outwards correspondence endorsed. (Res. 39-2).

4  Finance 

Bank transactions

The table below shows BANZAT's ASB Bank account transactions since the last meeting. Figures include GST except for international currency transactions which are exempt GST.

	Date
	Description
	Amount

	
	ASB Bank account transactions
	

	07/11/2017
	Opening balance ASB Bank account
	$17,364.27

	15/12/2017
	To Paula Waby, November taxis
	$142.10

	15/12/2017
	To A I Comms, October administration
	$278.88

	22/12/2017
	To Massey University, Julia Budd travel November
	$388.53

	30/01/2018
	To Charities Services
	$51.11

	17/02/2018
	To Paula Waby, air fares March meeting
	$327.00

	13/03/2018
	Closing balance ASB Bank account
	$16,176.65

	
	Made up of
	

	13/03/2018
	The St Anne's Trust for the North Shore Sight Impaired Fund, prizes braille reading competitions for children
	$3,000.00

	13/03/2018
	General funds
	$13,176.65


Commentary – Mary Schnackenberg

•  We have paid Charities Services $51.11 for lodging the annual return because our income to 30 June 2017 was over $10,000. This income included the $3,000 donation from St. Anne's on the North Shore.

•  We have received an invoice from the Blind Foundation for Pete's March meeting air fares. I have still to arrange with the Blind Foundation to raise an invoice for his September meeting air fares.

•  We have received an invoice for USD 500.00 from the International Council on English Braille for the 2018 financial year.

•  BANZAT now has a TaxiCharge account. I have arranged cards for Pete and Paula.

It was resolved:

That the Treasurer's report be received, and payments approved.

Moved: Mary Schnackenberg. Seconded: Jenny McFadden. (Res. 39-3).

5  BANZAT Strategy Report Back

The activities for follow up by trustees were agreed in March 2017:

•  Digital engagement and communications strategy; Chantelle and Paula. Chantelle was warmly thanked and complimented for her paper about communications channels. Chantelle feels email is very underutilised by BANZAT. She recommended we schedule a newsletter after each BANZAT meeting. It was suggested we change the order of the bullet points on the home page to make our image more engaging. Chantelle offered to reframe the front page sending a draft to BANZAT. Mary was asked to add to her Secretary email signature the subscribe instructions for the New Zealand braille Google group.

•  ICEB and BANZAT general running costs: Maria reported that she and Mary met on Tuesday 6 March with Sandra Budd, Karen Stobbs and Neil Jarvis. Following discussion about BANZAT's purpose and its work, both the Blind Foundation and BLENNZ stated their commitment to the current purpose and future of BANZAT. There was a recognition that BANZAT would need some additional funding simply to meet the running costs of the trust itself, but that BANZAT had sufficient reserves to run during 2018-2019. There was very positive comment about BANZAT's stewardship of our finances. Possible projects discussed for BANZAT included developing braille certificates in addition to the Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in UEB. There's a need for at least one lower level qualification for administration staff, rehab instructors and the like. Maria has found notes dating back to 2008 which considered various levels of certification. More funding was seen to be needed for ICEB work, in particular attendance at the two face-to-face meetings held in each quadrennium. We also discussed succession planning to bring on new trustees. Neil offered to work with Mary on BANZAT's funding case.

•  Running costs and likely numbers of the Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in UEB annual examination: This was also discussed with Sandra, Karen and Neil. The need to place this funding on a formal basis was recognised.

•  Training programme for the accreditation of braille producers working in New Zealand; Mary and Wendy. Chantelle has not yet been able to run Swift training for admin staff.

•  Braille Day & BLENNZ competition; Jenny/Julia/Natalie: variations of a graphic of a kiwi were discussed and Wendy will follow this up. A proposal is to hold a song writing competition among the secondary school students for a 30-second jingle. Students will get to record the jingle and have it on the BLENNZ website. As there's been a very good article about BLENNZ recently in the Education Gazette there is a chance of further promotion through that channel which Natalie will follow up. Julia will review the package for schools and the covering letter. There was discussion of the prize which might include meeting a kiwi.

6  Trustee appointments

Trustees whose terms conclude at the end of the 2018 AGM on 11 September are Julia Budd (appointed by The Seven), Chantelle Griffiths (appointed by the Blind Foundation), and Paula Waby (appointed by Blind Citizens NZ). PVI also has an appointment to make. The Seven could also appoint Marion Satherley's successor if a suitable person applies. A call to fill two trustee vacancies to be decided on by The Seven will go out on 31 May, closing on 30 June.

Paula advised she will not be standing for a further term on BANZAT. Julia also wants to step down as she is no longer teaching the braille programme at Massey. However she is committed to being involved for the First Braille Day.

Again we discussed the need for a PVI rep and several names were canvassed.

7  Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille

Maria reported that Linda Wright who works in Accessible Formats Service passed the certificate last November.

A write up about the Trans-Tasman Certificate is ready for the website. We are just waiting on some sample papers.

8  Accreditation of braille producers working in New Zealand

A call to become accredited should go out by Easter Tuesday 3 April, with applications closing on 30 June.

9  BANZAT Code Maintenance Committee 

The Committee continues to monitor ICEB code developments. It is also looking at the new BANA formats publication to see if New Zealand needs to adopt it.

10  International Council on English Braille and Australian Braille Authority

Maria has received funding from the Blind Foundation to attend the ICEB Mid-Term Executive Committee meeting in Dublin.

Mary advised that she was also able to attend the ICEB meeting in Dublin.

It was resolved:

That BANZAT appoints Mary Schnackenberg as an observer at the Mid-Term meeting of the ICEB Executive Committee. in Dublin 17-21 April 2018.

Moved: Jenny McFadden. Seconded: Wendy Richards. (Res. 39-4).

We then discussed Maria's attendance at the Round Table in Sydney in May.

It was resolved:

That BANZAT funds Maria Stevens' attendance at the May Sydney Conference of the Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities up to the value of $2,500.00, if funding is not made available by the Blind Foundation.

Moved: Mary Schnackenberg. Seconded: Natalie Stewart. (Res. 39-5).

11  Accessible Signage guidelines.

Maria and Chantelle advised that incorrect guidelines are on the Blind Foundation website. Corrected guidelines are expected to be uploaded in April.

12  Website, Facebook, Twitter, NZ BRL list 

This was covered in Item 5 above.

13  Strategic framework for the provision of braille services 

Paula advised that the Blind Citizens NZ Board has approved the framework. BANZAT has not received the final document.

14  Braille Survey 

Maria advised that researcher Dr Keith Gordon has returned to Canada. He had told her that Darleen Bogart has approved the Canadian version of the survey.

15  Trustee reports

•  Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ (BLENNZ): Jenny McFadden, Natalie Stewart.

•  BLENNZ Music: Wendy Richards. Stephen Bennett has joined the music school team.

•  Blind Citizens NZ: Paula Waby.

•  Blind Foundation: Chantelle Griffiths, Peter McGlinchey. Three Blind Foundation staff are working towards sitting the Trans-Tasman Certificate. Maria has a year-long secondment as Manager of Accessible Formats Service.

•  Kāpō Māori: Maria Stevens.

•  Massey University Postgraduate Diploma in Specialist Teaching Blind and Low Vision: Julia Budd. Nicola McDowell is taking over the course. 13 students have begun their first year, some of whom already have braille knowledge.

•  Parents of Vision Impaired NZ Inc.

It was agreed:

That the above written and verbal reports be received. (Res. 39-6).

16  New business

We were updated on the situation re the Orbit electronic braille displays. Equipment Solutions has received 18 and some have faults.

Paula has purchased a BrailleMe from India which has sticking dots.

In reply to a question about the Canute, Maria and Mary said this will be displayed at the ICEB Mid-Term meeting.

17  Schedule of meetings and closure

The meeting dates and venues are listed in Attachment B to these Minutes.

The meeting closed at 2:59pm.

NOTE: These Minutes were confirmed at Meeting 40 on 12 June 2018.

Chairperson Maria Stevens
Date
Attachment A: Correspondence schedule Meeting 39, 13 March 2018

To BANZAT group with Unconfirmed Minutes for Meeting 38 on 7 November 2017, and Confirmed Minutes for Meeting 36 on 5 September 2017.

Income and expenditure:

From Charities Services with Charities Services Newsletter - November 2017;

From Charities Services with reminder about the annual return due by 31 December 2017 which was filed online, generating their invoice of $51.11;

From and to Genevieve Leiataua with details of our new TaxiCharge account;

From Jen Goulden with Invoice for 2018 ICEB Membership Fees, acknowledged by Maria Stevens;

From Australian Charity Guide with We're bringing the NFP sector's most innovative seminar to NZ;

From Australian Charity Guide with NZ Charities - emPOWER Your Mission;

From kieran bird at William Buck with free seminar for Not-for-Profits: how to present like a pro (even when you're a beginner;

From “Good in the Hood” with Apply now for Good in the Hood 2018!;

See Item 4 above.

ICEB, ABA and the Round Table:

To and from Leona Holloway asking her to fix a broken link to the BANZAT website on the ICEB website; in her reply Leona wrote, “Your new website looks great!”

From Maria Stevens forwarding information about BrailleBlaster, the translation program developed by the American Printing House for the Blind;

From Maria Stevens forwarding information from the ICEB research email list about research on early braille intervention for progressive vision loss;

From Maria Stevens forwarding information from the ICEB research email list about a Tactile Reading archive;

From Maria Stevens forwarding information from the ICEB research email list about EBU report provided by Danish Association of the blind on Braille;

From Maria Stevens forwarding information from the ICEB Braille Technology list that South Africa is looking at lower cost equipment alternatives;

To Ilka Staeglin with New Zealand Country Report ICEB 2018;

From the Australian Braille Authority with ABA facebook updates for November and December 2017, and January and February 2018;

From Maria Stevens forwarding ANZAGG facebook posts from November 2017 to February 2018;

From Maria Stevens forwarding information about a feature session about BLENNZ and braille teaching to be delivered at the 2018 Annual Meeting of the ABA;

From the Round Table Administrator with the 2018 Round Table Conference Call for Papers;

From the Round Table Administrator with the 2018 Round Table Conference Registrations now open;

From the Round Table Administrator with the 2018 Round Table Conference Exhibitor Registrations now open;

From the Round Table Administrator with the 2018 Round Table Conference Registrations programme now available;

From the Round Table Administrator with the call for 2018 Tammy Axelsen Lifetime Achievement Award Nominations;

From the Round Table Administrator with a reminder about the 2018 Conference 5-8 May in Sydney, including programme and registration details, forwarded to the trustees;

See Item 10 above.

Promotion, Website, FaceBook, Twitter, NZ BRL list:

Discussion on the BANZAT list about a Braille Day promotion letter drafted by Julia Budd;

See Item 12 above.

From Jenny McFadden sharing the news of William Wu's prize in the 2017 Onkyo World Braille Essay Competition.

From Maria Stevens forwarding East Wind January 2018, the newsletter of the World Blind Union Asia-Pacific region, and a correction to an item in the newsletter.

Attachment B: Dates

This refers to Item 17 above.

The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Dates for the diary

31 May, call for expressions of interest to fill two trustee vacancies on BANZAT decided on by the appointees of The Seven trustees of the BANZAT founding bodies.

1 June, send out Agenda for BANZAT Meeting 40 on 12 June.

5 June, observers who wish to attend Meeting 40 on 12 June are asked to contact the BANZAT Secretary by this date.

12 June, 12:30pm, BANZAT Meeting 40, Homai Campus BLENNZ, 2 McVilly Road, Manurewa.

30 June, expressions of interest close for two trustee vacancies on BANZAT decided on by the appointees of The Seven trustees of the BANZAT founding bodies.

30 June, applications close for accreditation by BANZAT as an individual braille producer working in New Zealand.

13 July, send out invitations to the BANZAT 2018 AGM to be held on 11 September.

13 July, raise invoice from BANZAT to Blind Foundation for grant 2018-2019.

13 July, prepare BANZAT annual accounts for review.

13 July, raise BANZAT accreditation annual renewal invoices.

6 August, call to sit the 2018 Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille.

31 August, send out agendas and Annual Performance Report for BANZAT Meetings 41 and 42 on 11 September.

3 September, applications close to sit the 2018 Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille.

4 September, observers who wish to attend meetings on 11 September to contact the BANZAT Secretary by this date.

7 September, New Zealand Braille Day to observe Saturday 8 September 2018 World Literacy Day.

11 September, 12:30pm, BANZAT meeting 41, followed by Annual General Meeting 42, Awhina House, Blind Foundation, 4 Maunsell Road, Parnell.

26 October, send out agenda for BANZAT Meeting 43 on 6 November 2018.

30 October, observers who wish to attend Meeting 43 on 6 November to contact the BANZAT Secretary by this date.

6 November, 12:30pm, BANZAT Meeting 43, Homai Campus, BLENNZ, 2 McVilly Road, Manurewa.

31 December 2018, BANZAT annual return due to Charities Services, Department of Internal Affairs, New Zealand Government.

4 January 2019, 210 years since 4 January 1809, birthday of Louis Braille.

Historic dates

1989, The Braille Authority of New Zealand was established.

1994, The Royal New Zealand Foundation for the Blind became an associate member of the Braille Authority of North America. In 2016 BANZAT did not seek ongoing associate membership for financial reasons.
29 November 2005, New Zealand adopted Unified English Braille by unanimous resolution of the Braille Authority of New Zealand.
10 August 2010, Meeting 1 of The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT).
13 September 2011, Meeting 7, BANZAT first Annual General Meeting.
18 September 2012, Meeting 12, BANZAT second Annual General Meeting.
17 September 2013, Meeting 17, BANZAT third Annual General Meeting and launch of the Hall of Honour.
9 September 2014, Meeting 22, BANZAT Fourth Annual General Meeting.
30 June 2015, the first round of applications closed for accreditation as an individual braille producer working in New Zealand.
8 September 2015, Meeting 27, BANZAT Fifth Annual General Meeting, with announcement of the accreditation framework for braille producers working in New Zealand.
6 September 2016, Meeting 32, BANZAT Sixth Annual General Meeting, with launch of pamphlet “Braille Producer Accreditation Information”.
5 September 2017, Meeting 37, BANZAT Seventh Annual General Meeting, with Annual Performance Report complying with substantially revised requirements of Charities Services.

