1
9

The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Confirmed Minutes of Meeting 41 of The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust, held in the Board Room, Awhina House, Blind Foundation, 4 Maunsell Road, Parnell, on Tuesday 11 September 2018 at 12:33pm.

1  Welcome, attendees, apologies

Chair Maria Stevens welcomed everyone to the meeting. In particular she greeted Paul Brown, Leyna Coleman and Nicola McDowell. Maria reviewed the evacuation procedures and began the roll call.

	Name
	Appointed by
	Term Expires

	Trustees
	
	

	Rev. Dr Julia Budd
	The Seven
	2018

	Leyna Coleman
	Blind Citizens NZ
	2021

	Chantelle Griffiths
	Blind Foundation
	2021

	Peter McGlinchey
	Blind Foundation
	2019

	Wendy Richards
	The Seven
	2020

	Mary Schnackenberg, Secretary/Treasurer
	The Seven
	2020

	Maria Stevens, Chairperson
	Kāpō Māori
	2019

	Natalie Stewart
	BLENNZ
	2019

	Vacancies
	
	

	Vacancy
	Parents of Vision Impaired
	2018

	Observers
	
	

	Paul Brown, incoming trustee
	The Seven
	

	Nicola McDowell, incoming trustee
	The Seven
	

	Apologies
	
	

	Jenny McFadden
	BLENNZ
	2020

	Paula Waby
	formerly Blind Citizens NZ
	2018


2  Minutes

2.1  Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting 40 held on 12 June 2018.

Wendy asked for a correction to Leilu's name to read Leilu Harrison-Talbot.

It was resolved:

That the Minutes of Meeting 40 of The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust held on Tuesday 12 June 2018 be confirmed, subject to the spelling correction.

Moved: M. Stevens. Seconded: W. Richards. (Res. 41-1).

2.2  Matters arising from Minutes not listed in the Agenda

No matters were raised.

3  Correspondence 

The Secretary went through the items of correspondence received or sent since the circulation of the Agenda on 31 August 2018. The full Correspondence Schedule is in Attachment A to these Minutes.

It was agreed:

That inwards correspondence be received and outwards correspondence endorsed. (Res. 41-2).

4  Finance 

Bank Transactions

The table below shows BANZAT's ASB Bank account transactions since the last meeting. Figures include GST except for international currency transactions which are exempt GST.

	Date
	Description
	Amount

	
	ASB Bank account transactions
	

	12/06/2018
	Opening balance ASB Bank account
	$13,280.13

	05/07/2018
	To Massey University, Julia Budd Palmerston North-Auckland return air fares and rental car 13 March meeting
	$598.31

	05/07/2018
	To TaxiCharge New Zealand Ltd, 12 June meeting
	$286.89

	07/07/2018
	To A I Comms, invoice 20180630/5, administration June
	$543.38

	28/07/2018
	To RNZFB, Peter McGlinchey air fares 12 June and 11 September meetings
	$588.00

	06/08/2018
	From A I Comms, accreditation renewal annual fee, Mary Schnackenberg
	+$57.50

	09/08/2018
	From RNZFB, BANZAT running costs 2018-2019
	+$9,545.00

	11/08/2018
	To A I Comms, invoice 20180731/2
	$428.38

	14/08/2018
	To Massey University, Julia Budd Palmerston North-Auckland return air fares and rental car, 12 June meeting
	$394.14

	11/09/2018
	Closing balance ASB Bank account
	$20,043.53


	Date
	Description
	Amount

	
	Made up of
	

	11/09/2018
	The St Anne's Trust for the North Shore Sight Impaired Fund, prizes braille reading competitions for children
	$3,000.00

	11/09/2018
	General funds
	$17,043.53


Commentary – Mary Schnackenberg

•  Work since the June meeting has been focused on catching up on any payments that belonged to the previous financial year so we could get the most accurate picture possible of the costs of running the trust.

•  The performance report with the accounts records were prepared and handed into the reviewer, Blind Foundation Finance Manager Nadine Baker, on 17 August.

•  The unapproved draft of the Performance Report was issued to Trustees also on 17 August.

•  On 27 August Nadine Baker wrote: “I have reviewed the accounts of BANZAT for the year ended 30 June 2018 as presented to me. I have found them to be materially correct in content and presentation, and have not identified any issues with the financial statements. Please note that my review does not constitute an audit.”

•  BANZAT is reporting its second deficit. The first was in the 2016 year. This time the amount is $420.34.

•  Charities Services has advised that On 27 June 2018, the External Reporting Board (XRB) approved a number of amendments to the Tier 3 and Tier 4 reporting standards. BANZAT is a Tier 3 charity. Charities Services say the amendments mostly relate to minor terminology changes but there is one new requirement that will impact all Tier 3 and Tier 4 registered charities. For accounting periods beginning on or after 1 January 2019, it will be a requirement that performance reports include: Date the performance report was approved and authorised for issue; Who gave authorisation for issue; and Signatures of those people. I will look into this before our June meeting so we can discuss the best way to manage the new process.

Mary gave Nicola McDowell her BANZAT TaxiCharge card. Following discussion trustees agreed to issue a TaxiCharge card to Leyna so she and Chantelle could share travel costs to and from meetings to be funded by BANZAT.

It was resolved:

That the Treasurer's report be received, that the treasurer be authorised to issue a TaxiCharge card to Leyna Coleman and that payments be approved.

Moved: M. Schnackenberg. Seconded: J. Budd. (Res. 41-3).

5  BANZAT Strategy Report Back 

The activities for follow up by trustees were agreed in March 2017:

•  Digital engagement and communications strategy: Chantelle. Chantelle advised the goal is to increase BANZAT's visibility on social media. Chantelle has written a discussion paper. Paul offered to support Chantelle with this work.

•  ICEB and BANZAT general running costs: Mary. The resignation of Neil Jarvis has delayed finalising the BANZAT costs document.

•  Running costs and likely numbers of the Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in UEB: Maria/Mary. Because of the numbers sitting the certificate this year, we agreed to increase the per annum average number over the past five years to 14.4 and to request funding for 14 rather than 12 candidates per year.

•  Training programme for the accreditation of braille producers working in New Zealand: currently other issues are more of a priority.

•  Braille Literacy Day & BLENNZ competition: Jenny/Julia/Natalie. Some collage posters have been received from one primary school and we agreed to show these to guests attending the AGM following this meeting. There has been one entry for the jingle and we agreed to award recognition of a $25 prezzy card to Renee Patete for all her work. We also agreed to extend the closing date for the competitions to 16 November with the announcement of the winner on 21 November. We agreed to run a competition every two years with more planning and training of the students. We would look into applying for recognition of a braille day each year through the Ministry of Culture and Heritage. Maria thanked the trustees for all their considerable work on this project.

It was resolved:

That Renee Patete be awarded a $25 Prezzy card and kiwi to acknowledge her entry.

Moved: M. Stevens. Seconded: L. Coleman. (Res. 41-4).

6  Trustee appointments 

Trustees whose terms conclude at the end of the 2018 AGM on 11 September are:

•  Julia Budd, appointed by The Seven, who did not seek reappointment;

•  Chantelle Griffiths, reappointed by the Blind Foundation;

•  Paula Waby, appointed by Blind Citizens NZ, who did not seek reappointment, succeeded by Leyna Coleman.

The seventh trustee appointed by the five founding organisations remains a vacancy. That position is appointed by Parents of Vision Impaired and has not been filled since Rose Radford resigned in March 2014. On 10 September PVI's Executive Officer, David Heather, advised PVI has been unable to find someone to serve on BANZAT but he will keep searching. Trustees also discussed possible appointments, recognising the decision rests with PVI.

When Marion Satherley, also appointed by The Seven, resigned in 2017 her vacancy was not filled.

Following a call for expressions of interest for the two vacancies appointed by The Seven, in July six of The Seven trustees made two appointments. One is Paul Brown, and the other is Nicola McDowell. The two positions expire in 2020 and 2021 according to the rotation set when BANZAT was founded in 2010.

It was resolved by a coin toss:

That the term of office for Nicola McDowell expire in 2020 and for Paul Brown in 2021. (Res. 41-5).

7  Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in UEB 

In her role as New Zealand Examiner for the certificate, Maria advised 21 candidates have applied to sit the exam this year.

8  Accreditation of braille producers working in New Zealand 

A call to become accredited went out on 12 May with an augmented version provided by Chantelle on Facebook. Applications closed on 30 June. No applications were received.

9  BANZAT Code Maintenance Committee

Maria advised the committee has not yet needed to make decisions for New Zealand as a result of ICEB discussions.

10  ICEB, ABA and Round Table 

We reviewed the New Zealand members on ICEB committees and agreed the following:

Executive Committee: observers Chantelle Griffiths and Leyna Coleman.

Braille Technology Committee: observers Peter McGlinchey, Paul Brown.

Code Maintenance Committee: observer Paul Brown.

Research Committee: delegate Wendy Richards; observer Nicola McDowell.

The Nominations Committee to draw up the slate to serve on the Executive Committee for 2020-2024 has been formed. Members are Darleen Bogart, Mary Schnackenberg and Mandy White.

The open source braille translator LibLouis is being updated by James Bowden from the UK. James wants help from NZ members. Leyna and Paul offered to assist.

Turning to ABA and the Round Table, we were told that 32 people attended this year's braille music camp in Australia.

New Zealand submitted five entries to the Onkyo Braille Essay competition, Australia entered three.

The 2019 Round Table conference will be held from 4 to 7 May in Brisbane. Maria is on the Round Table Executive, Neil is the Treasurer and Marjorie Hawkings continues as the Administrator. The Round Table is looking for someone from New Zealand to help update the Guidelines on Visual Information.

11  Accessible Signage guidelines.

Maria and Chantelle advised that the revised Guidelines will be put up on the Foundation's website when a correction is made to one of the illustrations.

12  Website, Facebook, Twitter, NZ BRL list 

We had a discussion about what organisations should be listed on the website under Useful Links because of an enquiry wanting us to link to a vision-related organisation in the UK and another enquiry from an Australian marketer wanting us to advertise Bay Audiology. We agreed to retain our focus on specific braille resources.

13  Strategic framework for the provision of braille services 

The subcommittee last met on 31 July and agreed a timeline for the publication of the framework. The final document has not yet been received for brailling.

14  Proposed braille survey. 

Following Mary's report on her discussions with Darleen Bogart, we agreed to remove this item from the BANZAT Agenda.

15  Marrakesh Treaty 

In the Correspondence is BANZAT's submission on the Exposure Draft of the proposed Bill to amend Section 69 of the 1994 Copyright Act to implement the Marrakesh Treaty in New Zealand law. The Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment says the Bill should go into Parliament by the end of September and should be passed by the end of 2018.

16  September AGM preparations

The eighth Annual General Meeting of BANZAT follows this meeting. Invitations were sent to 55 addresses on 10 July. Yes replies have been received from 24 people.

At this year's AGM there will be the usual election of officers and the presentation of the annual Performance Report, a draft of which has been circulated to trustees. In addition, we plan a “show and tell” of recent items of braille-related equipment from Chantelle and Maria. Trustees then agreed who would read the sections of the Performance Report.

17  Trustee reports

•  Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ (BLENNZ): Jenny McFadden, Natalie Stewart.

•  BLENNZ Music: Wendy Richards.

•  Blind Citizens NZ: Leyna Coleman.

•  Blind Foundation: Chantelle Griffiths, Peter McGlinchey.

•  Kāpō Māori: Maria Stevens.

•  Massey University Postgraduate Diploma in Specialist Teaching Blind and Low Vision: Julia Budd no longer teaches this course, the coordinator of which is now Nicola McDowell.

•  Parents of Vision Impaired NZ Inc.: vacancy.

It was agreed:

That the above written and verbal reports be received. (Res. 41-6).

18  Schedule of meetings and closure

Please note that time ran out to discuss meeting dates. Since the 11 September meetings the dates have been agreed by email as follows:

Tuesday 20 November, BLENNZ, Homai Campus;

Tuesday 12 March 2019, Blind Foundation, Awhina House;

Tuesday 11 June 2019, BLENNZ, Homai Campus;

Tuesday 10 September 2019, Blind Foundation, Awhina House (two meetings with the AGM); and

Tuesday 19 November 2019, BLENNZ, Homai Campus.

The meeting dates and venues are listed in Attachment B to these Minutes.

The meeting closed at 2:49pm.

NOTE: These Minutes were confirmed at Meeting 43 on 20 November 2018.

Chairperson Maria Stevens
Date
Attachment A: Correspondence schedule Meeting 41, 11 September 2018

To BANZAT group with Unconfirmed Minutes for Meeting 40 on 12 June 2018 and Confirmed Minutes for Meeting 39 on 13 March 2018.

To 55 addresses with invitations to the BANZAT AGM.

Income and expenditure:

From Charities Services with June Newsletter;

From Charities Services re “It's your charity's end of financial year - start preparing your financial accounts”;

From Charities Services with Blog post - Upcoming tax changes;

From Charities Services with Sector Newsletter August;

To and from Nadine Baker, Blind Foundation Finance Manager, re timing of Review of BANZAT accounts and Performance Report for year ending 30 June 2018;

From Nadine Baker with her positive findings following her review;

To TaxiCharge New Zealand Ltd applying for a TaxiCharge card for Nicola McDowell;

See Item 4 above.

Trustee appointments

From Rose Wilkinson advising the appointment of Leyna Coleman by Blind Citizens NZ;

To Leyna Coleman welcoming her to BANZAT and seeking some information for records about trustees to be stored on the Charities website;

To Paula Waby thanking her for her service to BANZAT and the Braille Authority of New Zealand and Braille Literacy Panel since November 2009;

To and from Paul Brown advising his appointment as a trustee of BANZAT;

To and from Nicola McDowell advising her appointment as a trustee of BANZAT;

See Item 6 above.

Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille

From Maria Stevens with the invitation to sit the 2018 examination, distributed to several email groups and posted on the website;

See Item 7 above.

ICEB, ABA and the Round Table:

From Maria Stevens forwarding World Braille Council Draft Resolutions from 27-28 May 2018 Meeting in Ottawa;

From Maria Stevens forwarding ANZAGG Facebook updates June 2018;

From Australian Braille Authority with ABA Facebook updates for June, July and August 2018;

From Maria Stevens forwarding pre-launch Taco Playbits, kit to help young children learn the basics of computer coding;

See Item 10 above.

Promotion, Website, Facebook, Twitter, NZ BRL list:

From Maria Stevens forwarding Yarn Bombing in Tauranga which was uploaded to the website;

From Paula Waby forwarding the letter from the Department of Conservation with permission to use the kiwi in the competition;

From Jenny McFadden with Braille Day competition, uploaded to the website;

See Item 12 above.

To and from Rose Wilkinson with the BANZAT logo for use in the Strategic Framework for the Provision of Braille Services document: see Item 13 above.

To and from the Business Law Team in the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment with the BANZAT submission on the Exposure Draft for the amendments to Section 69 of the 1994 Copyright Act to enable New Zealand's accession to the Marrakesh Treaty: see Item 15 above.

From Maria Stevens forwarding news release that BANA Approves Two Guidance Documents at Spring Meeting, about Graphing Calculator Guidelines and a revision of Guidance for Transcription Using the Nemeth Code within UEB Contexts.

From Liam Smyth with Canute and the braillists at Sight Village Central next week – Sight Village is a UK conference that runs in July each year.

From Dr. Jonathan Godfrey forwarding an article on braille and life outcomes from the National Federation of the Blind braille research journal in the United States.

From Maria Stevens forwarding an article We're nuts about tactile Peanuts comics.

From Maria Stevens forwarding Accessibility Matters: Learn Braille Bro, an item from YouTube.

Attachment B: Dates

This refers to Item 18 above.

The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Dates for the diary

31 December 2018, BANZAT annual return due to Charities Services, Department of Internal Affairs.

4 January 2019, 210 years since 4 January 1809, birthday of Louis Braille.

1 March, send out Agenda for BANZAT Meeting 44 on 12 March 2019.

5 March, observers who wish to attend Meeting 44 on 12 March to contact the BANZAT Secretary by this date.

12 March, 12:30pm, BANZAT Meeting 44, Awhina House, Blind Foundation, 4 Maunsell Road, Parnell.

29 March, advise BANZAT founding organisations the names of their trustees whose terms are concluding at the end of the AGM on 10 September 2019.

1 April, call for applications for accreditation by BANZAT as an individual braille producer working in New Zealand.

Saturday, 4 May to Tuesday, 7 May 2019, Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities.

31 May, send out Agenda for BANZAT Meeting 45 on 11 June.

4 June, observers who wish to attend Meeting 45 on 11 June to contact the BANZAT Secretary by this date.

11 June, 12:30pm, BANZAT Meeting 45, Homai Campus, BLENNZ, 2 McVilly Road, Manurewa.

30 June, applications close for accreditation by BANZAT as an individual braille producer working in New Zealand.

12 July, send out invitations to the BANZAT 2019 AGM to be held on 10 September.

12 July, raise invoice from BANZAT to Blind Foundation for grant 2019-2020.

12 July, prepare BANZAT annual accounts for review.

12 July, raise BANZAT accreditation annual renewal invoices.

5 August, call to sit the 2019 Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille.

30 August, send out agendas and Annual Performance Report for BANZAT Meetings 46 and 47 on 10 September.

2 September, applications close to sit the 2019 Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille.

3 September, observers who wish to attend Meetings 46 and 47 on 10 September to contact the BANZAT Secretary by this date.

10 September, 12:30pm, BANZAT meeting 46, followed at 3:00pm by Annual General Meeting 47, Awhina House, Blind Foundation, 4 Maunsell Road, Parnell.

8 November, send out agenda for BANZAT Meeting 48 on 19 November 2019.

12 November, observers who wish to attend 19 November meeting to contact the BANZAT Secretary by this date.

19 November, 12:30pm, BANZAT Meeting 48, Homai Campus, BLENNZ, 2 McVilly Road, Manurewa.

Historic dates

1989, The Braille Authority of New Zealand was established.

1994, The Royal New Zealand Foundation for the Blind became an associate member of the Braille Authority of North America. In 2016 BANZAT did not seek ongoing associate membership for financial reasons.
29 November 2005, New Zealand adopted Unified English Braille by unanimous resolution of the Braille Authority of New Zealand.
10 August 2010, Meeting 1 of The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT).
13 September 2011, Meeting 7, BANZAT first Annual General Meeting.
18 September 2012, Meeting 12, BANZAT second Annual General Meeting.
17 September 2013, Meeting 17, BANZAT third Annual General Meeting and launch of the Hall of Honour.
9 September 2014, Meeting 22, BANZAT Fourth Annual General Meeting.
30 June 2015, the first round of applications closed for accreditation as an individual braille producer working in New Zealand.
8 September 2015, Meeting 27, BANZAT Fifth Annual General Meeting, with announcement of the accreditation framework for braille producers working in New Zealand.
6 September 2016, Meeting 32, BANZAT Sixth Annual General Meeting, with launch of pamphlet “Braille Producer Accreditation Information”.
5 September 2017, Meeting 37, BANZAT Seventh Annual General Meeting, with Annual Performance Report complying with substantially revised requirements of Charities Services.
11 September 2018, Meeting 42, BANZAT Eighth Annual General Meeting.

