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The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Confirmed Minutes of Meeting 43 of The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust, held at the Homai Campus, BLENNZ, 2 McVilly Road, Manurewa, on Tuesday 20 November 2018 commencing at 12:30pm.

1  Welcome, attendees, apologies

Chair Maria Stevens welcomed everyone to the meeting. In particular she greeted Paul Brown, and Nicola McDowell attending their first meeting as trustees. Maria reviewed the evacuation procedures and began the roll call.

	Name
	Appointed by
	Term Expires

	Trustees
	
	

	Paul Brown
	The Seven
	2021

	Leyna Coleman
	Blind Citizens NZ
	2021

	Chantelle Griffiths
	Blind Foundation
	2021

	Nicola McDowell
	The Seven
	2020

	Jenny McFadden
	BLENNZ
	2020

	Peter McGlinchey
	Blind Foundation
	2019

	Wendy Richards
	The Seven
	2020

	Mary Schnackenberg, Secretary/Treasurer
	The Seven
	2020

	Maria Stevens, Chairperson
	Kāpō Māori
	2019

	Vacancies
	
	

	Vacancy
	Parents of Vision Impaired
	2021

	Apologies
	
	

	Natalie Stewart
	BLENNZ
	2019


2  Minutes

2.1  Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting 41 held on 11 September 2018.

It was resolved:

That the Minutes of Meeting 41 of The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust held on Tuesday 11 September 2018 be confirmed.

Moved: M. Stevens. Seconded: L. Coleman. (Res. 43-1).

2.2  Matters arising from Minutes not listed in the Agenda

No matters were raised.

2.3  Unconfirmed Minutes of Meeting 42 the AGM

It was agreed:

That the Unconfirmed Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 42 held on 11 September 2018 be uploaded to the BANZAT website. (Res. 43-2).

3  Correspondence 

Mary went through the items of correspondence received or sent since the circulation of the Agenda on 5 November 2018. The full Correspondence Schedule is in Attachment A to these Minutes.

A trustee commented Government has released the Bill to amend the 1994 Copyright Act to enable New Zealand to accede to the Marrakesh Treaty. The bill contains no improvements on the Exposure Draft despite submissions from BANZAT and several other organisations and individuals.

It was agreed:

That inwards correspondence be received and outwards correspondence endorsed; and

That Mary and Paul draft a submission to Parliament on the bill amending the 1994 Copyright Act for approval by trustees. (Res. 43-3).

4  Finance 

Bank Transactions

The table below shows BANZAT's ASB Bank account transactions since the last meeting. Figures include GST except for international currency transactions which are exempt GST.

	Date
	Description
	Amount

	
	ASB Bank account transactions
	

	11/09/2018
	Opening balance ASB Bank account
	$20,043.53

	23/10/2018
	To Maria Stevens, catering 2018 AGM
	$36.80

	23/10/2018
	To Blind citizens NZ Auckland Branch 2018 AGM Wine and beer
	$99.00

	23/10/2018
	To TaxiCharge, 11 September meeting Pete McGlinchey
	$137.62


	Date
	Description
	Amount

	23/10/2018
	To A I Comms, August-September Admin
	$1,009.13

	27/10/2018
	To Inland Revenue, GST from 1 April 2018 to 30 September 2018
	$654.85

	02/11/2018
	To Blind Foundation, Pete McGlinchey Christchurch-Auckland return air fares 20 November meeting
	$140.40

	02/11/2018
	To Blind Citizens NZ Auckland Branch, $25 prezzy card for Renee Patete plus card fee
	$30.95

	20/11/2018
	To Massey University, Julia Budd & Nicola McDowell, air fares and rental car, 11 September meeting
	$708.18

	20/11/2018
	To A I Comms, October admin, reimbursement cost of domain name banzat.nz
	$416.82

	20/11/2018
	To Jenny McFadden, reimbursement Kiwi competition prizes
	$351.62

	20/11/2018
	Closing balance ASB Bank account
	$16,458.16

	
	Made up of
	

	20/11/2018
	The St Anne's Trust for the North Shore Sight Impaired Fund, prizes braille reading competitions for children, $3,000.00, less 2018 expenses $382.57
	$2,617.43

	20/11/2018
	General funds
	$13,840.73


Commentary – Mary Schnackenberg

•  The November 2017 Minutes reported $14,364.27 in general funds. We are reporting $523.54 less at this meeting. We paid the air fares for both an outgoing and an incoming trustee to attend the September meeting, fulfilling an important handover principle. We paid $212.23 more GST than in October 2017 because we did not receive the Massey invoice prior to GST close-off and administration hours were fewer in the period. Most if not all of the extra GST spend will be recovered in the May refund.

•  We spent $382.57 from the special fund for children's competition prizes as follows:

$25.00 prezzy card for Renee Patete which has been posted by Maria with the kiwi egg donated by Paula Waby; including card fee; $30.95.

3 Kiwi toys from ShopNZ; $78.00.

6 Kooky Kiwi Books from Mighty Ape; $107.94.

30 Christmas kiwi decorations from Living and Giving; $125.70.

2 Kids books from Whitcoulls; $39.98.

Total reimbursement to Jenny McFadden; $351.62.

•  The GST return was completed and the GST that we owed to Inland Revenue was paid on time, with thanks to our bank signatories.

•  As agreed at our September meeting, Mary obtained and handed to Leyna Coleman a TaxiCharge card.

•  Charities Services has told the sector there will be a review of the Charities Services Act next year. Consultation seminars will be run in March and April.

It was resolved:

That the Treasurer's report be received, and that payments be approved.

Moved: M. Schnackenberg. Seconded: P. Brown. (Res. 43-4).

5  BANZAT Strategy update

The activities for follow up by trustees were agreed in March 2017.

5.1  Annual grant discussion document 

The latest draft was distributed in the Agenda. Three trustees have joined BANZAT since earlier drafts were shared.

It was agreed:

That Paul, Nicola and Mary work on the next draft for consideration by the trustees. (Res. 43-5).

5.2  Digital engagement and communications strategy and action plan 

Chantelle and Paul were warmly congratulated on the strategy and action plan documents.

It was resolved:

That Chantelle, Paul, Wendy and Mary progress the strategy and action plan and consider renaming and moving the NZ Braillists list to groups.io.

Moved: M. Stevens. Seconded: L. Coleman. (Res. 43-6).

5.3  Training programme for the accreditation of braille producers working in New Zealand

There was discussion about the availability of project funding from a source outside the Foundation.

It was agreed:

That Mary approach Susan Sherrard to explore possible funding from Te Pou. (Res. 43-7).

5.4  Braille Literacy Day & BLENNZ competition

Jenny shared another entry this time from a Northland school. We agreed to tag and organise photographs of the entries for BANZAT's Facebook page and the website. We agreed the preferred name for the kiwi is Pokey, suggested by one of the braille students.

Following discussion we have realised it's been really difficult to get buy-in to the competitions this year. There was just one entry for the jingle competition. Perhaps the competitions could be built into the immersion courses over a two-year period. Or perhaps we need to move away from the concept of competitions and seek a different way to promote and reward braille literacy among students through their attendance at immersion courses around the country.

Wendy advised Renee Patete could be supported to record her jingle in Ese Aumalesulu"s South Auckland studio in January.

It was resolved:

That Wendy, Natalie and Jenny bring to the March meeting recommendations about braille literacy promotion among BLENNZ students; and

That up to $300 be spent on the recording in a studio by Renee Patete of her jingle in January in Auckland.

Moved: W. Richards. Seconded: J. McFadden. (Res. 43-8).

6  Trustee appointments

As listed in the correspondence we wrote to Julia Budd thanking her for her three years of service on BANZAT. Julia replied with warm good wishes for BANZAT in its future work.

Trustees whose terms conclude at the end of the 2019 AGM on 10 September are:

•  Peter McGlinchey, appointed by the Blind Foundation;

•  Maria Stevens, appointed by Kāpō Māori; and

•  Natalie Stewart, appointed by BLENNZ.

Mary will write to BLENNZ, the Blind Foundation and Kāpō Māori at the end of March 2019 to remind them their BANZAT appointees are up for review.

We agreed to continue to support PVI in their search for their next appointee.

7  Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in UEB 

In her role as New Zealand Examiner for the certificate, Maria presented the 2018 exam results. There were 21 candidates who sat the exam with 15 passes. Six were unsuccessful. In total 147 have passed the certificate in New Zealand since it was set up with the Australian Braille Authority in 2008.

Nicola advised there is work in hand to strengthen the mentoring of students on the Massey course, including their learning of braille.

Discussion followed about the possibility to resit the exam within three months of a candidate being unsuccessful. An option would be to resubmit on the same exam paper. If the candidate passed they might be given the minimum pass rate. We were reminded of the time involved in marking the papers and providing the written reports about errors. The need to allow resits should be included in certificate numbers for our annual grant case.

A trustee asked us to add to the NZ UEB Manual some strategies about how to handle the proofreading section in the exam.

We were advised that BLENNZ has requested a more basic braille programme for students in the Developmental Orientation and Mobility instructors course. A lower level qualification would also be suitable for Blind Foundation and BLENNZ administration staff. We agreed there was a real need for a lower level qualification than the current certificate and we decided to discuss this potential new qualification with ABA. We also agreed to seek specific project funding to meet this request.

It was agreed:

That the number of certificate candidates for each year be increased by four to allow for possible resits within three months of the exam;

That strategies for handling the proofreading section be considered for addition to the NZ UEB Manual; and

That project funding be sought to develop with ABA a lower level qualification than the certificate to test basic braille knowledge. (Res. 43-9).

8  Accreditation of braille producers working in New Zealand 

Two trustees requested a review of Policy 7 Accreditation of Braille Producers Working in New Zealand to strengthen detail about the confidentiality, privacy and security issues discussed in Section 8.3 of the policy. In addition to reviewing Policy 7, BANZAT may wish to consider submitting a discussion paper about confidentiality and security of documents for presentation at the Round Table Conference next May. Closing date for abstracts is 30 November.

It was agreed:

That Paul and Mary draft revisions to Policy 7 Section 8.3 for the next meeting of BANZAT; and

That Paul and Mary prepare an abstract of a paper for the 2019 Round Table Conference. (Res. 43-10).

9  BANZAT Code Maintenance Committee 

Each November we review the membership of the Code Maintenance Committee. The trust deed says “The Trustees shall appoint between seven and nine members to the Code Maintenance Committee”.

It was agreed:

That subject to availability, the membership of the Code Maintenance Committee until November 2019 be Martine Abel-Williamson, Paul Brown, Leyna Coleman, Anja Gibbs, Chantelle Griffiths, Shirley Robinson, with Maria Stevens as the Chair. (Res. 43-11).

10  Braille symbols page in each volume

A trustee had requested that this be added to the Agenda. Should BANZAT have guidelines for the inclusion of a Braille Symbols list in each volume?

It was noted that sometimes there may be two or three pages of symbols. We agreed only infrequent or new symbols should be in the list and there must be transcriber discretion depending on knowledge about a particular student or adult user.

It was agreed:

That Maria will bring the Blind Foundation Accessible Format Service policy to the March meeting of BANZAT. (Res. 43-12).

11  ICEB, ABA and Round Table 

Maria reported there will be an Executive Committee teleconference on 26 November. ICEB is reviewing the terms of reference for its own Code Maintenance Committee.

The Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities will hold its 2019 conference in Brisbane in May next year.

12  Accessible Signage guidelines.

Maria and Chantelle advised that errors are still being discovered. However it is hoped the revised guidelines will be on the Blind Foundation website by Christmas 2018.

13  Strategic framework for the provision of braille services 

Maria reported this was launched on 6 October during the National Conference of Blind Citizens NZ held in Wellington. Copies are available in large print, braille and on audio CD.

14  Braille survey

Dr Keith Gordon has asked for a meeting with BANZAT Chair Maria Stevens to discuss his proposed survey of braille users. We agreed Maria should reply to Dr Gordon advising she will consult with her colleagues and get back to him with dates when they can meet. When a date is sorted out, we further agreed that Mary should join Maria at the meeting.

15  Trustee reports

•  Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ (BLENNZ): Jenny McFadden, Natalie Stewart. In the previous week teachers from Papua New Guinea visited, returning the visit to PNG by BLENNZ staff.

•  BLENNZ Music: Wendy Richards reported she has shared the advertisement for applications to the Helen Mutimer Memorial Fund with her students. Plans for the 2019 adult music users retreat at BLENNZ in January are well in hand.

•  Blind Citizens NZ: Leyna Coleman will share her report which had been provided to the Secretary.

•  Blind Foundation: Chantelle Griffiths, Peter McGlinchey. Chantelle is advising about signage for the Aotea Centre. She is assisting with the adult braille music retreat. She is working with Karen Plimmer on the Auckland Braille users' group meetings. Following a query, we were advised to discuss trouble shooting about the Orbit braille display with Leyna.

•  Kāpō Māori: Maria Stevens has reminded the Executive Officer Chrissie Cowan that her term concludes next year.

•  Massey University Postgraduate Diploma in Specialist Teaching Blind and Low Vision: Nicola McDowell. Five passed the certificate this year. One was unsuccessful.

•  Parents of Vision Impaired NZ Inc.: vacancy.

It was agreed:

That the above written and verbal reports be received. (Res. 43-13).

16  Schedule of meetings and closure

The meeting dates and venues are listed in Attachment B to these Minutes.

The meeting closed at 2:57pm.

NOTE: These Minutes were confirmed at Meeting 44 on 12 March 2019.

Chairperson Maria Stevens
Date
Attachment A: Correspondence schedule Meeting 43, 20 November 2018

To BANZAT group with Confirmed Minutes of Meeting 37 AGM on 5 September 2017, Confirmed Minutes for Meeting 40 on 12 June 2018, and Unconfirmed Minutes for Meetings 41 and 42 on 11 September 2018.

Several emails within the Trust to change 6 November meeting date to 20 November, and finalise the 2019 meeting dates.

Income and expenditure:

From Charities Services with several reminders to complete your annual reporting with Charities Services;

From Charities Services with Charities Services Newsletter - October 2018;

From Charities Services advising Drop-In Sessions for Auckland Charities on 14 and 15 November;

From Inland Revenue with reminders about the GST return that was due on 29 October, with a further reminder to pay the amount owed when the return was filed online on 25 October;

To and from TaxiCharge requesting a card for Leyna Coleman;

See Item 4 above.

Trustee appointments

To and from Julia Budd thanking her for her three years of service on BANZAT;

See Item 6 above.

Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille

From Maria Stevens with errors found from candidates in the 2018 exam papers;

See Item 7 above.

ICEB, ABA and the Round Table:

To and from Judy Dixon, Frances Mary D'Andrea re changes to NZ membership on ICEB committee email lists;

From the Round Table with announcements about the call for papers (closing date 30 November) and dates of the 2019 Round Table Conference from 4 to 7 May in Brisbane;

From the Round Table with information about 2019 conference registration, forwarded to trustees;

From the Australian Braille Authority with ABA facebook updates for September and October;

From the Australian Braille Authority with upcoming braille-related events for October and November;

From Maria Stevens forwarding NZAGG on facebook September 2018;

See Item 11 above.

From Parents of Vision Impaired with eVision Newsletters 105 and 106.

From Neil Jarvis with the news that US ratifies the Marrakesh Treaty.

From Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment with Copyright (Marrakesh Treaty Implementation) Amendment Bill Referred to Select Committee.

From Wendy Richards with invitation to Music school showcase on Saturday 10 November 2018 at BLENNZ.

From Recruitment with Blind Foundation Vacancy: Accessible Formats Specialist - Full time, Auckland, forwarded to trustees.

Attachment B: Dates

This refers to Item 16 above.

Dates for the Diary

•  4 May – 7 May 2019, Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities, Brisbane.

•  4 June, observers who wish to attend 11 June meeting to contact the BANZAT Secretary by this date, email mailto:secretary@banzat.org.nz.

•  11 June, 12:30pm, BANZAT Meeting 45, Homai Campus, BLENNZ, 2 McVilly Road, Manurewa.

•  5 August, call to sit the 2019 Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille.

•  2 September, applications close to sit the 2019 Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille.

•  3 September, observers who wish to attend meetings on 10 September to contact the BANZAT Secretary by this date, email mailto:secretary@banzat.org.nz.

•  10 September, 12:30pm, BANZAT meeting 46, followed at 3:00pm by Annual General Meeting 47, Awhina House, Blind Foundation, 4 Maunsell Road, Parnell.

•  12 November, observers who wish to attend 19 November meeting to contact the BANZAT Secretary by this date, email mailto:secretary@banzat.org.nz.

•  19 November, 12:30pm, BANZAT Meeting 48, Homai Campus, BLENNZ, 2 McVilly Road, Manurewa.

•  4 January 2020, 211 years since 4 January 1809, birthday of Louis Braille.

•  2 May - 5 May 2020, Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities, Melbourne.

•  11 May - 15 May 2020, seventh General Assembly International Council on English Braille, London.

Historic Dates

•  1989, The Braille Authority of New Zealand was established.

•  1994, The Royal New Zealand Foundation for the Blind became an associate member of the Braille Authority of North America. In 2016 BANZAT did not seek ongoing associate membership for financial reasons.

•  29 November 2005, New Zealand adopted Unified English Braille by unanimous resolution of the Braille Authority of New Zealand.

•  10 August 2010, Meeting 1 of the Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT).

•  13 September 2011, Meeting 7, BANZAT first Annual General Meeting.

•  18 September 2012, Meeting 12, BANZAT second Annual General Meeting.

•  17 September 2013, Meeting 17, BANZAT third Annual General Meeting and launch of the Hall of Honour.

•  9 September 2014, Meeting 22, BANZAT Fourth Annual General Meeting.

•  30 June 2015, the first round of applications closed for accreditation as an individual braille producer working in New Zealand.

•  8 September 2015, Meeting 27, BANZAT Fifth Annual General Meeting, and launch of Policy 7 Accreditation of Braille Producers Working in New Zealand.

•  6 September 2016, Meeting 32, BANZAT Sixth Annual General Meeting, with launch of pamphlet “Braille Producer Accreditation Information”.

•  5 September 2017, Meeting 37, BANZAT Seventh Annual General Meeting.

•  11 September 2018, Meeting 42, BANZAT Eighth Annual General Meeting.


