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The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Performance Report

For the year ended 30 June 2017
Non-Financial Information

Entity Information

•  BANZAT is a Charitable Trust established under the provisions of the Charitable Trusts Act 1957

•  Charity Registration Number CC45306

Purpose

Founded in 2010 The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT) was established by The Settlor, the Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind. The setting up of the Trust occurred after more than a year of consultation among individuals and organisations using, teaching and producing braille in New Zealand. The structure of the membership and the purposes of the trust were informed by research into the composition and objectives of the braille authority members of the International Council on English Braille.

As set out in the Trust Deed, BANZAT has the general objects of allocating and administering funding for the purpose:

(a) To set standards and to make rulings on braille code usage within New Zealand;

(b) To maintain awareness of, and consistency with, current international developments in all braille codes;

(c) To accredit practitioners involved in braille production;

(d) To promote braille as the prime literacy medium for blind people;

(e) To promote best practice in teaching, acquisition and distribution of braille.

BANZAT works for the benefit of blind and low vision people in New Zealand to heighten awareness of literacy through braille and equitable access to information through its provision in braille – “BANZAT Building Better Braille”.

Entity Structure

The BANZAT Trust Deed sets out the composition of the Trust Board whose role is to ensure effective governance of the Trust. BANZAT has 11 trustees. The term of office for all trustees is three years. The terms of one-third of the trustees expire each year. The Deed specifies that each trustee must be able to read uncontracted braille by sight or by touch. There are additional qualifications that it is desirable for trustees to demonstrate.

There are five founding bodies who appoint seven trustees. The five founding bodies are:

•  Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind (Blind Foundation), 2 trustees;

•  Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ (BLENNZ), 2 trustees;

•  Association of Blind Citizens of New Zealand Incorporated (Blind Citizens NZ), 1 trustee;

•  Kāpō Māori Aotearoa/New Zealand Incorporated, 1 trustee;

•  Parents of Vision Impaired NZ Incorporated (PVI), 1 trustee.

The seven trustees appointed by the five founding bodies may appoint up to four additional trustees. When a term of office of an additional trustee falls due, their position is advertised and expressions of interest are invited from members in the braille community.

One trustee is contracted to provide administrative support – financial, agenda preparation, minute-taking, correspondence and report writing.

Trustees as at 30 June 2017

	Name
	Appointed by
	Term Expires

	Rev. Dr Julia Budd
	The Seven
	2018

	Chantelle Griffiths
	Blind Foundation
	2018

	Jenny McFadden
	BLENNZ
	2017

	Wendy Richards
	The Seven
	2017

	Marion Satherley
	The Seven
	2017

	Mary Schnackenberg, Secretary/Treasurer
	The Seven
	2017

	Maria Stevens, Chairperson
	Kāpō Māori
	2019

	Natalie Stewart
	BLENNZ
	2019

	Vacancy
	Blind Foundation
	2019

	Vacancy
	Parents of Vision Impaired
	2018

	Paula Waby
	Blind Citizens NZ
	2018


Last September we were deeply saddened by the passing of Trustee Lisette Wesseling. An appointee of the Blind Foundation, who worked as the Foundation's Braille Awareness Coordinator, Lisette brought to our work her passion for literacy through braille and her enthusiasm for music both as a professional singer and teacher. Lisette was a friend and mentor to many in New Zealand and around the world.

Last November trustees received governance training from solicitor Vincent Naidu of VinciLaw. Vincent was the solicitor who drew up the BANZAT trust deed. His guidance has helped trustees in planning future activities and priorities.

Main Source of Funding

The Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind (Blind Foundation) is the primary funder of the activities of BANZAT.

Reliance on Volunteers and Donated Services

BANZAT relies heavily on its trustees to volunteer their time to assist BANZAT to progress its work. With the exception of the one trustee mentioned above, trustees are volunteers – they do not receive any financial recompense, such as meeting fees. In addition, some staff from the Blind Foundation and BLENNZ contribute their time to the technical code and format work of BANZAT, without receiving any financial recompense from BANZAT.

Trustees contribute to BANZAT activity outputs such as the technical code and format work of the Code Maintenance Committee, providing content for the New Zealand Braillists' Discussions email list, social media, drafting submissions and awareness raising about literacy through braille.

Contact Details

Registered office: Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind, 4 Maunsell Road, Parnell, Auckland 1052.

Postal Address: Private Bag 99941, Newmarket, Auckland 1149

Phone: 09-520-4242

Email: secretary@banzat.org.nz
Website: www.banzat.org.nz
Facebook: https://wwww.facebook.com/BANZAT-730097937039760
Twitter: http://twitter.com/BANZATBRAILLE
The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Statement of Service Performance

for the Year Ended 30 June 2017
Description of Outcomes

BANZAT works for the benefit of blind and low vision people in New Zealand to heighten awareness of literacy through braille and equitable access to information through its provision in braille.

Here BANZAT reports against the five strands of its purpose as stated in the Trust Deed.

(a) To set standards and to make rulings on braille code usage within New Zealand

•  BANZAT's Code Maintenance Committee considers and usually adopts in New Zealand any amendments or additions to Unified English Braille (UEB) adopted by the International Council on English Braille (ICEB).

	Item
	2017
	2016

	Meetings of BANZAT Code Maintenance Committee
	1
	1


(b) To maintain awareness of, and consistency with, current international developments in all braille codes

•  BANZAT is represented on the Executive Committee of the International Council on English Braille (ICEB) by Maria Stevens who participates in email discussions and quarterly teleconferences. She reports developments to BANZAT meetings and by email.

•  Trustees serve on committees of ICEB contributing to email discussions and reporting decisions to BANZAT.

•  BANZAT has been represented at the general assemblies of ICEB which occur once every four years and the meetings of the ICEB Executive Committee which also occur once every four years mid-term between the general assemblies.

(c) To accredit practitioners involved in braille production

•  BANZAT and the Australian Braille Authority (ABA) jointly administer the Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille.

•  An examination is held each year in October. BANZAT and the ABA each sets the paper in alternate years according to agreed examination guidelines.

•  BANZAT is represented at the Annual Meeting of the ABA held in May where, among other things, experiences with the examination are shared.

•  Candidates for the examination are drawn from teachers studying to become resource teachers vision, classroom teacher aides supporting braille using students, parents of braille students and staff of the Blind Foundation teaching braille to adults.

•  BANZAT has also established a framework for the accreditation of producers using computer translation software. This framework, Policy 7, was adopted in September 2015 and is available on the BANZAT website.

•  BANZAT's challenge is to market the qualifications to produce braille of accredited organisation and individual producers. Current marketing is on BANZAT's website.

•  BANZAT recognises the need to offer training for those wishing to become accredited producers who are not employed by the Blind Foundation.

	Item
	2017
	2016

	Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille
	
	

	Number of candidates
	11
	5

	Number of passes
	9
	4

	Accreditation of Producers Using Computer Translation Software
	
	

	Number of candidates
	0
	0


(d) To promote braille as the prime literacy medium for blind people

•  Much of this activity is carried out by the five founding bodies of BANZAT.

•  BANZAT has been privileged to receive a donation of $3,000 towards the cost of prizes for braille reading competitions for children. We have worked with BLENNZ on this activity in previous years. The donation came from St Anne's Trust for North Shore Sight Impaired which has been wound up. St Anne's gave money to BLENNZ for a braille reading competition in a previous year.

•  Strategic Framework for the Provision of Braille Services initiated by Blind Citizens NZ: BANZAT has participated in discussions to develop this Strategic Framework which is expected to be presented to the Boards of the founding bodies later in 2017.

(e) To promote best practice in teaching, acquisition and distribution of braille

•  Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons who are Blind, Visually Impaired, or otherwise Print Disabled: in the 2016 Performance Report BANZAT recorded it had made a submission in support of ratification by New Zealand. While the New Zealand Government has announced it will ratify the treaty, it still has not done so.

•  Braille Signs in Taxis: in the 2016 Performance Report BANZAT recorded it had made a submission opposing the New Zealand Government's proposal to remove braille signs from taxis.

•  On 17 November 2016 BANZAT presented to the Transport and Industrial Relations Select Committee on the Land Transport Amendment Bill opposing the provision in the Bill to remove the signs. At 30 June the legislation had not passed through Parliament.

•  Accessible Signage Guidelines Revision by the Blind Foundation: in the 2016 Performance Report we noted that BANZAT provided input in particular about the braille signage standards. Although the revised guidelines were not on the Blind Foundation website at 30 June, they have since been uploaded.

•  BANZAT administers its website, the New Zealand braille email discussion list, a Facebook page and a Twitter feed that promote literacy through braille including articles of interest about teaching braille and new braille technology.

•  Following testing, trustees took the decision at their 13 June meeting to upgrade the website to the WordPress content management system. The upgraded website went live on 3 July 2017. Among several up-to-date features, the new website has a facility that counts visitors to its pages.

	Item
	2017
	2016

	Meetings of BANZAT
	5
	

	Number of attendees at meetings
	60
	64

	Information, Publications and Awareness
	
	

	Number of Website hits
	not measured
	not measured

	Number of Facebook likes
	75
	not measured

	Number of messages on NZ Braillists' Discussions email list
	33
	30


Financial Information

The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Statement of Financial Performance

for the year ending 30 June 2017
	Note
	This Year
	Last Year

	Revenue
	
	

	Donations, fundraising and grants
	
	

	Grants
	$8300.00
	$8300.00

	Donations
	$3000.00
	$0.00

	Total donations, fundraising and grants
	$11300.00
	$8300.00

	Revenue from providing goods or services
	
	

	Accreditation Renewals
	$50.00
	$50.00

	Total revenue from providing goods or services
	$50.00
	$50.00

	Interest, dividends and other investment revenue
	
	

	Interest
	$0.00
	$0.04

	Total interest, dividends and other investment revenue
	$0.00
	$0.04

	Total revenue
	$11350.00
	$8350.04

	Expenses
	
	

	Costs of providing goods or services
	
	

	Administration
	$3192.50
	$3565.00

	Website
	$555.90
	$27.95

	Consultants
	$435.00
	$0.00

	Membership fees
	$778.55
	$813.36

	Travel air fares & taxis
	$2271.42
	$3149.13

	Travel Australia
	$0.00
	$1163.00

	Catering and room hire
	$205.70
	$74.56

	Total costs of providing goods or services
	$7439.07
	$8793.00

	Total expenses
	$7439.07
	$8793.00

	Surplus/deficit for the year
	$3910.93
	($-442.96)

	Transfer to special purpose funds - Donation from St Anne's Trust
	($3000.00)
	$0.00

	Surplus transferred to General Funds
	$910.93
	($442.93)


The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Statement of Financial Position

as at 30 June 2017
	Note
	This Year
	Last Year

	Assets
	
	

	Current assets
	
	

	Bank accounts and cash
	
	

	Society cheque account
	$13574.78
	$9824.87

	Total bank accounts and cash
	$13574.78
	$9824.87

	Debtors
	
	

	Total debtors
	$391.77
	$347.42

	Total current assets
	$13966.55
	$10172.29

	Total assets
	$13966.55
	$10172.29

	Liabilities
	
	

	Current liabilities
	
	

	Creditors
	
	

	Total creditors
	$2164.94
	$2281.61

	Total current liabilities
	$2164.94
	$2281.61

	Total liabilities
	$2164.94
	$2281.61

	Total Assets less Total Liabilities (total retained earnings)
	$11801.61
	$7890.68

	Accumulated funds
	
	

	General surpluses
	
	

	Balance brought forward from previous year
	$7890.68
	$8333.64

	Current year surplus/(deficit)
	$910.93
	($422.96)

	Total General surpluses fund
	$8801.61
	$7910.68

	Special Purpose fund
	
	

	Special Purpose fund – The St Anne's Trust
	$3000.00
	$0.00

	Total accumulated funds
	$11801.61
	$7910.68


The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Statement of Cash Flows

for the year ending 30 June 2017
	Note
	This Year
	Last Year

	Cash flows from operating activities
	
	

	Cash received from
	
	

	Receipts from donations and grants
	$11300.00
	$8300.00

	Receipts from providing goods or services
	$50.00
	$50.00

	Cash applied to
	
	

	Payments to suppliers of goods and services
	($7600.09)
	($7698.66)

	Net cash inflows from operating activities
	$3749.91
	$651.34

	Cash flows from investing activities
	
	

	Interest received
	$0.00
	$0.04

	Net cash outflows from investing activities
	$0.00
	$0.04

	Net increase in cash and cash equivalents
	$3749.91
	$651.38

	Opening cash and cash equivalents
	$9842.87
	$9173.49

	Closing cash and cash equivalents
	$13592.78
	$9824.87

	This is represented by:
	
	

	Bank balance
	$13592.78
	$9824.87

	Cash and cash equivalents
	$13592.78
	$9824.87


The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Statement of Accounting Policies

for the Year Ended 30 June 2017
Basis of Preparation

The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT) has elected to apply Tier 3 PBE SFR-A (NFP) Public Benefit Entity Simple Format Reporting - Accrual (Not-For-Profit) on the basis that it does not have public accountability and has total annual expenses of equal to or less than $2,000,000. All transactions in the Performance Report are reported using the accrual basis of accounting. The Performance Report is prepared under the assumption that the entity will continue to operate in the foreseeable future.

Goods and Services Tax (GST)

BANZAT is registered for GST. All amounts are recorded exclusive of GST, except for Debtors and Creditors which are stated inclusive of GST.

Income Tax

BANZAT is a registered charity and is wholly exempt from New Zealand income tax having fully complied with all statutory conditions for these exemptions.

Revenue

Revenue is recognised when it is probable that the economic benefit will flow to BANZAT and can be reliably measured. Grant revenue is recognised when the invoice is raised to the Blind Foundation.

Bank Accounts and Cash

Bank Accounts and Cash in the Statement of Cash Flows comprise cash balances and bank balances (including short term deposits) with original maturities of 90 days or less.

Other Specific Accounting Policy

There have not been any Tier 2 PBE Accounting standards adopted in the preparation of these accounts.

Changes in Accounting Policies

There have been no changes in accounting policies during the financial year (last year - nil).

The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Notes to the Performance Report

for the Year Ended 30 June 2017
Note 1: Analysis of Revenue

Revenue is from the annual grant provided by the Blind Foundation and the annual renewal of accreditation by BANZAT of individual braille producers.

The St Anne's Trust for the North Shore Sight Impaired wound up and donated $3,000.00 to BANZAT for the purpose of providing prizes for braille reading competitions for children. A special fund has been created for this exclusive purpose.

Note 2: Analysis of Expenses

Expenses are on administration services, meetings of the Trust, membership of the International Council on English Braille and travel to Parliament to make a submission on the Land Transport Amendment Bill re braille signs in taxis.

This year the Blind Foundation funded the attendance of the New Zealand Examiner of the Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in Unified English Braille at the Australian Braille Authority in May which cost BANZAT some $1,100 in the previous year. Travel is down because trustees from outside Auckland have been able to coincide some of their travel to BANZAT with meetings of other organisations.

Note 3: Analysis of Assets and Liabilities

At balance date are the assets of the ASB Bank account, GST expensed awaiting recovery and liabilities to trustees and Massey University for travel to the June BANZAT meeting by a trustee.

Note 4: Accumulated Funds

Accumulated funds are made up of

Capital Contributed by Owners or Members = $100.00, the amount paid by the Settlor at the establishment of the Trust; and

Accumulated Surpluses or Deficits = $11801.61 less $100.00, giving $11701.61.

In the Accumulated Surpluses or Deficits amount is the special fund of $3,000.00, the donation from The St Anne's Trust for the North Shore Sight Impaired for the purpose of providing prizes for braille reading competitions for children.

Note 5: Commitments and Contingencies

There are no commitments or contingencies at balance date (last year - nil).

Note 6: Related Party Transactions

During the year BANZAT paid $3192.50 (previous year $3565.00) to A I Comms (Accessible Information and Communications Ltd) for administrative services. A director of A I Comms is Mary Schnackenberg, a BANZAT trustee.

Note 7: Events After the Balance Date

There were no events that have occurred after the balance date that would have a material impact on the Performance Report (last year - nil).


