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The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Policy 4

Funding of projects by BANZAT

Adopted at Meeting 10, 19-Jun-2012 (Res. 10-5).

1  Background

Under the terms of the BANZAT Deed, the trustees may make grants to individuals or organisations to carry out braille related projects. This policy guides trustees when making such grants.

2  Eligible applicants

Eligibility to apply for grants is limited to current BANZAT trustees. If more funds become available, eligibility may be widened to individuals or organisations working in the field of braille who are not currently trustees of BANZAT.

A trustee who has been granted funding for a project shall not lose that funding if he or she ceases to be a trustee of BANZAT, provided that he or she has not been legally disqualified as a trustee.

3  Eligible projects

Applications shall be made for financial support with "braille related projects". This phrase should be interpreted broadly and may include costs to attend conferences where sessions about the promotion, teaching or production of braille are featured.

4  Documentation

The following documentation shall be provided by the applicant:

4.1  Name and contact details;

4.2  Current role/responsibilities/professional contribution to the promotion, teaching and/or production of braille;

4.3  Details of the project or circumstances for which the funding grant is sought;

4.4  The start/finish dates of the project;

4.5  Budget of costs anticipated for the project;

4.6  A statement of the expected benefits to the applicant and how the project will support the applicant's role, BANZAT, and the promotion, teaching and/or production of braille;

4.7  Details of any other grants received or applied for to assist in this project;

4.8  An undertaking to return to BANZAT any unspent funds;

4.9  An undertaking to complete the project within eighteen months following the date of the application;

4.10  An undertaking to provide a report to BANZAT within three months following the completion of the project;

4.11  Declaration that to the best of the applicant's knowledge, the above information is correct.

5  Process for handling applications

The process for handling applications is as follows:

5.1  Applications shall be made in writing to the Secretary of BANZAT.

5.2  Each application shall be considered by the BANZAT officers, provided that, if an applicant is an officer of BANZAT he/she will stand down from considering the application and shall be replaced by another trustee appointed by the trustees.

5.3  The officers shall make their recommendation on each application to the trustees who shall approve or decline the request for expenditure.

5.4  Every effort shall be made to process each application as promptly as possible, provided that the officers and trustees have received satisfactory answers to all reasonable questions about the application.

5.5  Successful applicants shall agree with BANZAT the actual date on which the grant shall be made.

5.6  Each application shall be treated in confidence by the trustees.

5.7  The Secretary shall provide a written response to each applicant in a timely manner.

