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The Braille Authority of New Zealand

Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

Policy 5

Hall of honour

Adopted at Meeting 13, 13 November 2012, Res. 13-10

1  Background and introduction

The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT) exists "to set standards for the production of braille and to promote the uses, teaching, production, acquisition and distribution of braille to blind and vision impaired people in New Zealand".

New Zealand is a small country with a population of approximately four million people. Braille readers enjoy a high standard of braille produced locally for educational, leisure and employment use. Therefore it is only fitting to find a way of recognising the contribution individuals have made to braille, past and present.

A number of individuals have worked tirelessly giving their support, passion and lifelong dedication to braille in New Zealand. Recalling and honouring their contributions can help us learn from history, and allow us to grow, promote and develop braille into the future.

To pay tribute to these individuals BANZAT has great pleasure in establishing a hall of honour. Inductees shall be listed on the BANZAT website or in any other place trustees may determine from time to time.

2  Criteria

2.1  An inductee shall be any sighted, blind or vision impaired individual who either was born or lived in New Zealand or, working from another country, has made an outstanding contribution to braille in New Zealand and/or the South Pacific.

2.2  Inductees may be living or deceased.

2.3  In the case of a nominee who is deceased or who is not available to be contacted, every effort shall be made to work with someone who can represent their interests, such as a member of the nominee's family.

2.4  An inductee shall possess one or more of the following attributes:

2.4.1  Has made a substantial and outstanding contribution over many years towards the advancement of the promotion, production or teaching of braille in New Zealand;

2.4.2  Has, through their trail-blazing efforts or personal example, inspired others in the blind community to learn braille;

2.4.3  Has represented New Zealand internationally with Braille matters;

2.4.4  Has written, or assisted in the writing of Manuals, guidelines and quality measures for braille in new Zealand.

3  Process for nomination

3.1  Nominations for induction to the Hall of Honour will be called for periodically at the discretion of the Trustees from all sectors of the blind, teaching and production communities.

3.2  All discussions and negotiations about possible candidates for the hall of honour shall be held in confidence.

3.3  Each nomination shall be accompanied by a statement (citation) in support of the nominee. This statement should not exceed 500 words. Ideally, a photograph of the nominee and/or a sound recording of the nominee speaking should be provided suitable for placement on the BANZAT website.

3.4  The Trustees shall be responsible for making all decisions regarding the suitability of proposed inductees following thorough research of their credentials.

3.5  Each decision to admit an individual to the hall of honour shall be made by resolution of the Trustees and shall be recorded in the Minutes of the meeting of the Trust at which the decision was taken.

3.6  At a meeting of the Trust held six months prior to an annual general meeting, Trustees shall consider names of possible candidates for the hall of honour. Trustees shall decide by resolution which names are to be given further consideration. A representative of the Trust shall carry out further investigation. At a meeting of the Trust held three months prior to the annual general meeting the Trustees shall decide by resolution the names of the candidates to be admitted and announced at the following annual general meeting.

4  Physical form of the hall of honour and publicity

4.1  The citation about the inductee shall be presented in braille and print to the individual or a representative of the individual either at the Annual General Meeting of the Trust or at a time and place to be agreed by the trustees with the individual or their representative.

4.2  Inductees or their representatives will be asked to agree to their names and citations forming part of BANZAT's promotion of literacy through braille as appropriate. Inductees may be approached to give some time to promotional activities if available.

4.3  The citation together with a photograph and/or sound recording if available shall be placed on the BANZAT website or in any other place trustees may determine from time to time.

4.4  Information about inductees shall be updated as necessary to reflect important changes in their circumstances.

5  Removal from the hall of honour

5.1  At their sole discretion, trustees may remove an individual from the hall of honour if their actions have brought demonstrable discredit to literacy through braille in general or to BANZAT itself.

5.2  Each decision to remove an individual from the hall of honour shall be made by resolution of the Trustees and shall be recorded in the Minutes of the meeting of the Trust at which the decision was taken.

